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Attachment A: Vendor Response Sheet

Since its creation, Wonderful West Virginia has showcased West Virginia’s greatest
assets—our wild and wonderful natural resources. For the past three years, it has been a
great honor for the entire New South Media team to work on Wonderful West Virginia
and to be a part of its legacy.

This proposal is in response to West Virginia Department of Administration Purchasing
Division’s RFP for West Virginia Division of Natural Resources, DNR18*01, for the
editorial, design, layout, and social media services of Wonderful West Virginia magazine.
As the state’s largest publisher of high-quality magazines, New South Media, Inc. is
uniquely qualified to handle the monthly editorial, photographic, layout, design, and
social media needs of Wonderful West Virginia.

Company Background and Experience

In 2008, West Virginia native Nikki Bowman moved back to her home state to start her
company, New South Media, Inc.—a publishing company focused on creating regional
publications for national audiences. New South Media, Inc. is a woman-owned
multimedia company. Since launching her first magazine, WV Living, in 2008, the
company has witnessed tremendous growth. Today, New South Media publishes W'V
Living, WV Weddings, Morgantown, and several custom publications.

New South Media, Inc. is the publisher of high-quality magazines. On average we create
the editorial content, copyediting, photography, and design of 92 magazine issues a year.
We also manage the distribution and circulation of each of our publications. We are
accustomed to working with tight deadlines, planning editorial in advance, and managing
photography months and sometimes a year in advance so that photos are season-
appropriate. New South Media employs two talented graphic designers, two
photographers, four editors/writers, a web/social media manager, a
subscription/circulation manager, and an advertising sales team, so we are well
positioned to handle the editorial, design, and social media schedule of Wonderful West
Virginia. The company hires freelance writers and photographers to supplement its in-
house efforts.

WV Living is the state’s premier lifestyle, business, travel, and arts and culture magazine.
It showcases the best the state has to offer with positive stories about West Virginia’s
small towns, charming shops, cutting-edge restaurants, regional recipes, and talented
craftsmen. WV Living is published quarterly and is sold in more than 24 states and in
Canada. WV Weddings is the state’s bridal bible. It was originally published annually, but
because it reached nearly 700 pages, it was divided in 2013 into two seasonal issues a
year. Morgantown magazine, published every other month, champions the state’s fastest-
growing city and serves as a resource for attracting businesses and meeting the needs of
the town’s young professional demographic.
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New South Media also has a custom publishing arm. In 2012, the company saw the
opportunity to promote West Virginia to a more national audience when West Virginia
University joined the Big 12 Conference. The company created The Ultimate Sports and
Travel Guide to the Big 12, a lifestyle and sports publication that covered each of the Big
12 schools and each of their towns as tourist destinations. Its 100,000 copies sold out on
newsstands nationwide. In 2013, with the opening of the Bechtel Summit Reserve and the
Boy Scout Jamboree in West Virginia, the company once again saw the need for the
creation of a targeted national publication championing the state. New South Media
worked with the Division of Tourism and created Explore: Reaching the Summit. This
piece was mailed to each of the troop leaders across the country. Since then, New South
Media has worked closely with the state’s Tourism office to create several high-caliber
publications.

We have our fingers on the pulse of West Virginia and have worked hard at building
relationships with our state agencies, our state parks, our travel industry leaders, our
small towns, our artists, and our citizens. We have championed the people who are out in
the field protecting our wildlife, showcased our unique destinations, and provided
entertaining and educational stories on everything from lightning bugs to lizards. During
the past three years of working on Wonderful West Virginia, we’ve built unparalleled
connections with our state’s finest photographers and writers. Our expertise has also
helped the magazine appeal to a younger audience.

New South Media would welcome the opportunity to continue to utilize our talented
editorial and creative staff to improve and grow the Wonderful West Virginia brand. We
feel that we are uniquely situated to provide unparalleled content, photography, and
creative direction, as well as manage all social media efforts to increase visibility of the
publication. By allowing our editorial team to manage the social media component of
promoting stories, events, DNR initiatives, etc., we will be better able to promote
Wonderful West Virginia, increase the visibility and readership engagement, attract a
younger audience, and serve as a more complete mouthpiece for DNR.

Current New South Media, Inc. Capabilities:
Writing, Research, ana ~ liting

Photography and Photography Editing
Graphic Design

Copyediting

Art Direction

Subscription and Newsstand Management
Video Production

Website Development



Social Media Creation and Management
Book Publishing
Promotional Material Design and Production

New South Media’s Full-Time Employees

Nikki Bowman, President/Publisher/Editorial Director
Writing and Editing: 20 years of experience

Publisher: 10 years of experience

Photography: 20 years of experience

Bachelor of Arts from WVU

Masters in Writing from DePaul University

Zack Harold, Managing Editor of Wonderful West Virginia
Writing and Editing: 10 years of experience
Bachelor of Arts from University of Charleston

Pam Kasey, Associate Editor and Managing Editor of Morgantown
Writing and Editing: 22 years of experience

Bachelor of Arts from University of Chicago

Masters in Journalism from WVU

Carla Witt Ford, Photographer and Graphic Designer
Photography: 35 years of experience

Graphic Design: 11 years of experience

Bachelor of Science from Fairmont State University
Bachelor of Fine Arts from WVU School of Design

Becky Moore, Designer
Graphic Design: 7 years of experience
Bachelor of Fine Arts from WVU

Eric Palfrey, Social Media/Video Manager
Video Production: 17 years of experience

Social Media Management: 8 years of experience
Web Design: 8 years of experience

Holly . .aubron, Circulation and Office Manager
Circulation Management: 1 year of experience
Bachelor of Arts from LSU

Heather Mills, Director of Sales

Advertising & Media Sales: 29 years of experience
Media Sales Management: 4 years of experience
Graphic Design: 5 years of experience
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Bachelor of Arts in Journalism, Advertising sequence, Marshall University

Bryson Taylor, Account Executive

Advertising Sales: 7 years of experience

Bachelor of Arts from Alderson-Broaddus College
Master of Arts from WVU

New South Media typically hires two to three interns a semester and during the summer.
These interns write smaller stories, do research, and create web content. In addition to the
New South Media staff, the following freelancers have most recently been used and may
potentially be used in the future:

Writers:

Jake Stump

Lori Kersey

Anna Patrick

Kris Wise

Wendy Holdren
Mikenna Pierotti
Dylan Jones

J. Kendall Perkinson
Jennifer Gardner
Heather Greenfield
Jody Murphy
Ashton Marra

Photographers:
Van Slider

Jesse Thornton

1 yler Evert

Curt Helmick
Steve Shaluta
Gabe DeWitt
Kevin Frick
Leiane Gibson
Kent Mason
Bryan Lemasters
Kevin Jack

R« r Spencer
Randall Sanger
Walter Scriptunas 11
Kevin King
Kevin Funk
Clayton Spangler
LJ Lambert

Joey Herron



Josh Shackleford
Tessa Nickels
Samuel Taylor
Matt Dieterich
Rick Morrison
Danny Snyder
Carla Witt Ford

Graphic Designers:
Nikki Butler

Enclosed you will find samples of some of our publications, including previous issues of
Wonderful West Virginia. As you will see, great photography, clean design, and engaging
editorial are paramount to our publications.

In establishing the editorial calendar, there always needs to be a balance of topics that
will appeal to the current readership while attempting to attract new readers. In
maintaining DNR’s mission of championing conservation, exploration, and enjoyment of
natural resources, we will continue to include stories on our natural assets—our state
parks, wildlife, botany, unique places and destinations, and our incredible experts in the
field.

Below are suggestions for a spring and summer story:

Spring

A profile of Patrick Falbo, new chef at The Vista Restaurant at the Hawks Nest State
Park lodge. Falbo has more than 20 years of experience in the restaurant industry, is a
graduate of the Culinary Institute of America in New York, and has worked as a sous
chef at restaurants in Sarasota, Florida, as well as the noted Inn at Little Washington in
northern Virginia. The article would follow Falbo through a day in the kitchen while also
telling the history of T Vis I taurantand« ailingits entrei ratios

Sun r

On April 6, 1938, the Civilian Conservation Corps set up camp at the mouth of
Shrewsbury Hollow, about seven miles south of Charleston. Under the direction of
foreman Donald Kuhn, the crew would painstakingly transform this area into a state
treasure: Kanawha State Forest. Kuhn’s descendants are now scattered all over the East
Coast but, each June, they make a pilgrimage to the state forest and pitch their tents on
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the site of the old CCC camp. The Kuhn Family & Friends Reunion began at the request
of Donald’s son Elson Kuhn, who worked on his father’s CCC crew, and just before
Elson died in 2003, he asked that his family continue the tradition after his passing. In
addition to telling the story of the Kuhn family, the article would allow us to dive into tl
CCC’s lasting impact on state parks and forests.

Attached is a fully designed article on French Creek Freddie.

We believe the design and editorial changes that we introduced when awarded the
contract three years ago have modernized the interior design of the publication. Updating
and giving the interior a cleaner design has made the articles easier to read, and it has also
made it more appealing to a younger audience. However, the nature of the contract did
not allow us to engage in promoting stories, interacting with readers, and creating
initiatives to raise the visibility. I believe that allowing the editorial team to manage the
social media promotion of Wonderful West Virginia will be a great step in growing
readership and engaging a larger audience.

One change that we would suggest is the creation of a new website for the publication,
where stories can be uploaded and then shared via social media channels. The current
website provides PDFs of a few articles, and is not responsive. This doesn’t allow for
good social media interaction or the sharing of the stories to a larger audience. PDFs are
also not searchable by Google bots. And because it’s not responsive, the site is not easily
navigated or viewed on mobile phones. A simple and responsive WordPress website
would go a long way toward raising the visibility of Wonderful West Virginia. It would
also allow us to track metrics—which stories are most popular, how well Facebook
versus Twitter is pushing people to the website, etc. The splash page could be a
slideshow of the Gallery photographs. The website would also give the magazine another
platform for engaging with readers. Reader-submitted photos could be featured, personal
essays and other stories that may not have room in print could be shared online, and
archived content could be highlighted.

Building out a simple magazine website would not be difficult or cost-prohibitive. New
South Media has experience in creating these sites; in fact, all of our magazines utilize
WordPress templates. It would be important to choose a publisher that could seamlessly
integrate and transfer the designed publication and photography onto an easy-to-manage
website, and New South Media could help DNR accomplish this.



New South Media will work closely with DNR’s Chief of Administration, Customer
Relations Director, and any/all designated individuals, and welcomes regular meetings in
person or by phone as needed. New South Media is available to meet with the printer as
needed; however, most printers today rely on digital proofing systems rather than press
checks.

New South Media understands our role as prime contractor and has included the list of
freelancers we could potentially use in the future. See page 6 and 7.

Three years ago, New South Media helped create a more efficient timeline for the
magazine. It has adhered to that schedule and believes that this timeline has proven
manageable by all parties.

A list of New South Media employees outlining their individual qualifications is provided
in Section 4, Subsection 4.2.1.2. See page 5.

For 10 years, New South Media has been creating, designing, and managing high-quality
print and digital publications. We enjoy a reputation in the region for producing top-
notch, beautiful, d well-written printed pieces. Our1 ~ sion with every project we work
on is to change the perception of our state by telling our state’s story through the written
word and through inspirir photography. We man: : a highly skilled freelance tec  of
writers and photographers. Our talented design team identifies amazing photographs that
will translate well into print and has created an unparalleled network of the state’s finest
photographers. Because we have talented photographers on staff, we are also able to
supplement our magazines with photography as needed.






Our team of editors also participates in establishing a social media calendar, creating
promotions, and pushing out content via social media channels. Our editors have admin
privileges on all the social media sites so that there is never a lapse. We have a policy for
identifying and dealing with spam comments, inappropriate comments, and hostile
comments.

New South Media could seamlessly take over the administration of the Facebook account
for Wonderful West Virginia. We would create a Twitter account and an Instagram
account that could be tied in with our popular Wondergram initiative. We would create a
social media calendar alongside the editorial calendar so that they work together. We
would post content several times a day across several platforms. These platforms would
not only be used to push out content from the printed magazine, but they could also be
used to engage readers, educate them on other matters important to DNR, share events,
and grow subscriptions. For example, some social media techniques we would use would
be:

e [aunch a photography competition.

e Post questions that engage reader response like “What is your favorite state
park? Why?” “Share your favorite childhood hunting story,” or “Give 10 gift
subscriptions and win an overnight stay at Blackwater Falls State Park.”

e When DNR releases its trout-stocking schedule, we can post that schedule
with links to articles we’ve done in the past on trout or fly-fishing.

e Host a Choose a Cover competition by posting a couple of potential covers for
upcoming issues and allowing readers to vote on their favorite.

e (reate challenges like visit a state park and take a selfie in front of the sign, a
photo of a fiddlehead fern, and a photo of a cardinal. Submit the three photos
for a chance to win sledding tickets at Blackwater Falls State Park.

e Share stories from the archives.

e Instagram lends itself to promoting great photography. We could promote
slideshows of places, animals, plants, etc. that tie into a story in a current
issue.

Ideas like this will help reinvigorate the Wonderful West Virginia brand and engage a
more vested audience.
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editor’s letter

ince you are a reader of

Wonderful West Virginia, 1 think

you'll agree that our West

Virginia heritage is unique. I

never tire of saying we need to
wear our heritage like a badge of honor. One
of the ways we share our culture and promote
our pride of place is by telling our state’s
story—stories about our charming towns, our
wild and majestic natural surroundings, and
our creative and resilient people.

I really enjoyed learning about award-
winning author Glenn Taylor in “A
Dedication To Place” on page 8. His
book, The Ballad of Trenchmouth Taggart,
was a 2008 National Book Critics Circle
Award finalist, and is a must-read. This
Huntington native weaves West Virginia
history and culture into his books, and I'm
looking forward to reading his latest novel,
A Hanging at Cinder Bottom.

But novelists aren’t the only kind of
storytellers. I used to own a store that
only sold West Virginia-made products.

It was a great lesson in the importance of
storytelling. When shoppers were looking
at items like handblown glass ornaments
or hand-forged iron tabletop flowers or
carefully crafted ceramics, they weren’t

making purchasing decisions based on
practical needs. What drew them to a
product was the story—the story of who
created it, how it was made, and where it
came from.

I have an affinity for our local artists and
craftspeople, and I work to champion our
small businesses and galleries that showcase
our homegrown products. Tamarack is one of
our state’s crown jewels. Not only does it give
our artists, food producers, and craftspeople
a place to sell their goods, but it introduces
visitors to a more complete picture of what
we have to offer in our beautiful state. And
there are other wonderful spots as well.
Artists at Work in Elkins, Artistry on
Main in Buckhannon, Art Emporium in
Charleston, Buxton & Landstreet Gallery
and Studios in Thomas, and the Wheeling
Artisan Center are a few that come to
mind. Without places like these, it would
be hard for our artists to support themselves
through their crafts.

As I read Hanna Wheeler Galinat’s
article “In Deft Hands” on page 20, I was
reminded that while writers and artists
keep our heritage alive, they are also an
important contributor to our economy. I've
served on the Tamarack Foundation board
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Tucker
County’s
roads turn
into a winter
wonderland
when snow
falls.

for several years. The Tamarack system
alone—through the retail facility and the
foundation—has an economic impact of
nearly $20 million a year. The next time
you catch yourself heading to a big box
convenience store, ask yourself if there’s a
West Virginia-made option, and choose
that instead. When you do, you buy more
than just a product.

Storytelling connects people. Whether
it takes the form of a photograph, a hand-
woven basket, a novel, a marketing campaign,
or articles in a magazine, stories shape us,
change us, and define us. Harold Goddard
said, “The destiny of the world is determined
less by the battles that are lost and won than
by the stories it loves and believes in.”

Make 2016 the year to surround yourself
with beautiful stories,

NIKKI BOWMAN, Editor
wonderfulwv@newsouthmediainc.com

Follow me on:
Instagram: theWVeditor



Hanna Wheeler
Galinat grew up in
Independence where
she learned to snap
beans, swing on
grape vines, butcher
chickens, drive a stick
shift on back roads,
and other essentials.
She has degrees in
English and writing
from Oberlin College
and in elementary
education from
Antioch University
New England.

WEST VIRGINIA BOOKSHELF

CAMPBELL’'S CREEK: A PORTRAIT OF A COAL

Mikenna Pierotti moved
to West Virginia in 2010
from upstate New York

to complete her master’s
degree in English, live

in the mountains, and
write. She loves digging
around in the history,
landscape, and culture

of West Virginia, looking
for those shiny gems that
become great stories. She
lives in Morgantown with
her husband, Adam, her
wiener dog, Tally, and far,
far too many houseplants.

MINING COMMUNITY
by Todd Hanson

$25.95, 8.5x11, 309 pages, paperback

This book offers a glimpse into the past—a
documentation of the people, places, and
activities of days gone by in Campbell’s Creek,
a town that gave much of its energy to the
industrial development of the Kanawha Valley

Shay Maunz is a writer
and reporter who lives,
works, knits, and bikes
in Charleston. Since
she joined New South
Media in early 2014,
she’s spent most of her
time thinking, talking,
and writing about
West Virginia—which
is a great way to spend
time, in her opinion.
Shay is a product of
North Central West
Virginia.

and West Virginia. This special reprint edition combines the original
book published in 1989 with an additional 136-page section featuring
more than 200 new photographs, maps, charts, and illustrations.

A HANGING AT CINDER BOTTOM
by Glenn Taylor

$15.95, 5x8, 400 pages, paperback

The year is 1910. Keystone, West Virginia, is the
region'’s biggest boomtown, and on a rainy Sunday
morning in August, its townspeople are gathered

in a red-light district known as Cinder Bottom to
witness the first public hanging in over a decade.
Abe Baach and Goldie Toothman are at the gallows. He's Keystone's
most famous poker player; she’s the madam of its most infamous
brothel. Abe split town seven years prior under suspicion of armed
robbery and murder, and has been playing cards up and down the
coast. But when he returns to Keystone to reunite with Goldie and to
set the past right, the real swindle begins.

HIPPIE HOMESTEADERS: ARTS, CRAFTS, MUSIC
AND LIVING ON THE LAND IN WEST VIRGINIA
by Carter Taylor Seaton

$22.99, 6x9, 240 pages, paperback

It's the 1960s. The Vietnam War is raging and
protests are erupting across the United States.
In many quarters, young people are dropping
out of society, leaving their urban homes behind
in an attempt to find a safe place to live on

their own terms, to grow their own food, and

to avoid a war they passionately decry. During
this time, West Virginia becomes a haven for thousands of these
homesteaders—or back-to-the-landers, as they are termed by some.
Others call them hippies.

featured contributors

NOVEMBER READING

‘What a splendid issue you have put out for November! Every article
so interesting, well written, and timely. Thank you so very much. I
loved every word.

FRANCES LAYTON
LEWISBURG, via email

UP RIVER WITHOUT A MAP

On page 19 of your August issue, the article states that Mill Creek
is in Parkersburg. Having grown up there, that did not ring a bell
with me. ... You could say that Mill Creek is in Cottageville, or
Ripley’s Landing, or even Ripley if you were referencing upstream.
But not Parkersburg.

MIKE MARTIN
ALEXANDRIA, VA, via email

Editor’s Response
You're so right, Mike! Thanks for bringing this to our attention. We
apologize for the error.

Write to us! We would love to hear from you. Send your comments
to 709 Beechurst Avenue, Suite 14A, Morgantown, WV 26505 or email
us at wonderfulwv@newsouthmediainc.com.

ORDER FORM

Mail form and check to:

West Virginia Book Company
1125 Central Avenue
Charleston, WV 25302

Call: 304.342.1848
Email: wvbooks@wvbookco.com

QUANTITY TITLE PRICE AMOUNT
Campbell’s Creek: A Portrait
of a Coal Mining Community $25.95
A Hanging at Cinder Bottom $15.95
Hippie Homesteaders: Arts,
Crafts, Music and Living on
the Land in West Virginia $22.99
Subtotal
West Virginia residents add 6% sales tax
SHIPPING: $4.50 covers 1st AND 2nd book L.
$.50 for each additional book ~ Shipping
TOTAL
NAME
ADDRESS
CITY STATE ZIP
PHONE
VISA/MASTERCARD
EXP. DATE CVV#
(3 digits on back of card)
SIGNATURE
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DEDICATION
TO PLACE

Award-winning author Glenn Taylor creates characters
and places to honor, entertain, and hold a mirror to
the history of his home state.

WRITTEN BY KATIE GRIFFITH

t started with a name, a larger-than-life character,

and a bevy of settings. Later it continued through

awar and its consequences on a young life. More

recently it’s glanced past Keystone, West Virginia,

a McDowell County boomtown that today looks

a far cry from the diverse, bustling city it once

was. Author Glenn Taylor’s career has flourished

from a deep understanding of the history of his

home state—from the birth of its industry and

labor relations, through the patriotism that sent

its children to war, and on to the bust that follows
a boom—but his writing comes from the purely modern
perspective of saving memory. With simple, yet lyrical
prose, he’s crafted stories that have introduced readers
across the world to the mythos and the truth, both large
and small, that create the atmosphere of West Virginia—
the one place he feels he knows well enough to write about.

Taylor is one of West Virginia’s most widely recognized

authors today. The Ballad of Trenchmouth Taggart, a 2008
National Book Critics Circle Award finalist, launched his
career with an epic tale of the oldest living man in West
Virginia, who, with Forrest Gumpian luck, finds himself
in the thick of 20th century West Virginian and American
history. Next came The Marrowbone Marble Company,
which tells the story of a young man off to World War II
and the consequences of coming home to Huntington, his
old job at the glass factory, and the struggles of race and
class after the war. Most recently, 4 Hanging at Cinder
Bottom, which starts with a dual hanging in a rough and
wild coal town and quickly rewinds to a tale of long-con
scams and romance, has been hailed by the New York Times
as “can’t-quit-you” reading.
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Taylor’s writing deftly pulls together the fantastical
of West Virginia—the tall tales and taller personalities
that adorn this state’s history—and the quick, practical
realism that long has defined its scrappy farmers,
miners, loggers, wives, and children. But his inspiration
comes not from the hills that writers and songwriters
wax so eloquent about. He’s not from the riverbeds
where generations remember with fond lucidity the joys
of casting a hook and feeling the quick tug of a catch.
He’s not from coalfields where a streak of soot across
the face is worn as a badge of honor.

As much as West Virginia can claim one, Taylor
is a city boy. The Huntington native who remembers
clearly weekend afternoons spent at bat mitzvahs,
the joys of Lebanese cuisine, and the convenience of
ornate theaters just a bike ride away. “I didn’t notice
the landscape or anything like that growing up,” he
says, though he spent summers and weekends with
his grandparents in Matewan and afternoons running
around the hills outside Huntington. Like many
children before him, Taylor had to leave West Virginia
to find his appreciation: “I took it for granted and—
youve heard this tale before—once I left at 18, the
longer I was away, and the farther away I lived, it gave
me a nostalgia and appreciation, a longing for where I
was from.”

The longing hit him in Texas, a landscape as unlike
West Virginia as any you might find. “When I was in
Austin, in grad school, I didn’t really know my subject
matter,” he says. “I was just kind of writing wandering-
young-man short stories like a lot of us do in grad
school when you're learning to be a writer. But on
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Award-winning
author Glenn Taylor
has published three
novels about the
Mountain State and
its people.
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visits home at Christmas and in the summers I started
getting interested in West Virginia history, and I
started stealing these books from my dad like Thunder
in the Mountains by Lon Savage, The Battle of Blair
Mountain by Robert Shogan. I started reading them,
and they started swirling in my mind.” Those swirls
soon became the basis of Trenchmouth. And, a few years
later, a similar process focused on glassmaking in West
Virginia opened his mind to Marrowbone. “I'm always
writing to be accurate in terms of the way things were,”
he says. “If ’'m writing about a glass factory making
marbles, I'm going to do my research so the people in
glassmaking will say ‘Oh, he did his research.” I want
to make sure they don’t say, ‘Oh, this kid doesn’t know
what he’s talking about.”

While Taylor says his main goal is to create engaging
literature, he’s also mindful that his stories, as widely
sold as they are, are helping to shape the understanding
of West Virginians, not just in-state, but around the
country and the world. France loves Trenchmouth. So
does Germany. “I try to make sure my audience knows
that West Virginia is not a purely rural place with a
purely homogenous people,” he says. “I think my latest
novel shows folks that West Virginia is not just one
thing, and that you can look at statistics about race or
religion and, because of all the state’s rural areas, have a
skewed perspective.”

Taylor, now an English professor at West Virginia
University, recently returned from a trip to Nashville
to the Southern Festival of Books, where he had the

opportunity to discuss perspectives on place and people
with other notable Appalachian and southern writers. “I'm
teaching a class right now called ‘Place is All You Have,
which is a quote from Mississippi writer Larry Brown. He
always got asked ‘What is it about Oxford, Mississippi,
that produces so many great writers?’ And he said, ‘It isn’t
anything. You take what you've got and you make your
fiction from it, because place is all you have.”

Whether place means landscape, or people, or a
mixture of both, Taylor understands what place and
home give to a writer and how much they inspire his
words. It’s why he has dedicated a career to giving back.
His gift is genuine, truthful, and poetic storytelling.
“I'm always worried that the people in McDowell
County, for instance, will think that this is somehow
disrespectful to them because the stories are so wild
and focus on the boom times in a way that doesn’t
romanticize them. It shows pretty wacky, rough stuft.”
Instead the opposite has happened, he says. In one case,
alibrary in McDowell requested a number of copies of
Cinder Bottom. “I sent them, I didn’t hear anything, and
finally I did email the librarian and was like, “‘What’s
the word?” And she said people loved them. They were
requesting them in Welch and beyond. I find readers
in this state are so generous and kind about the books.
This is not some sensationalistic portrayal. It’s to honor
what went on and what built this country—in large
part the mines and the railroad.”

WONDERFULWV.COM

7



Red fox in the snow photographed by Steve Shaluta Photography
steveshaluta.com
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Snowy white-tailed doe photographed by BK Photography
facebook.com/photographybybk
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Preston County blue jay in early spring photographed by Kathy Jenkins
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Squirrel photographed by Kevin Jack Photography
kevinjackphotography.com
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A WINTER
GARDEN IN AN
ALDER SWAMP

WHERE CONIES
NOW COME
OUT TO SUN

AND ROMP,

AS NEAR A
PARADISE AS IT
CAN BE

AND NOT
MELT SNOW
OR START A

DORMANT
TREE."

A Winter Eden, ROBERT FROST
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magine you are rooted to the earth, and winter
is coming. The ground beneath you grows cold,
even under a blanket of leaves and moss. One
morning, ice forms jagged crystals on your
skin. The sun disappears behind gray clouds.
Snow falls. It covers you, but you can’t move.
How do you survive? “Animals have ways
of making it through winter,” says George
Longenecker, executive director of the West
Virginia Botanic Garden in Morgantown and professor
emeritus of landscape architecture at West Virginia
University. Animals move, they hibernate, or they
migrate. “Plants don’t do those things.”

In West Virginia, average winter temperatures range
from 46 degrees Fahrenheit in December to 26 degrees
Fahrenheit in January. In the upper elevations, places
like Spruce Knob in Pendleton County and Dolly Sods
Wilderness Area in the Monongahela National Forest,
temperatures can dip to 20 below zero. At that point, the
water in the ground starts to freeze and becomes unusable.
Photosynthesis becomes difficult, if not impossible. For
many green, growing life forms in these areas, winter is
the end of the line.

Come January, the brush strokes of fall color on the
hills have faded away, and the grasses have all dried
up—some so stiff a breeze would snap them in half.
The world seems fragile, if not dead. But Longenecker
says it’s anything but. “Some plants are what’s called
‘cold hardy.” In this case, that’s the ability to tolerate
freezing temperatures. Different plants do that in
different ways,” he says.

Herbaceous perennials, or those without woody
stems, die back, all the way to the ground. But the parts
of the plant in the ground remain alive. “The top will
freeze and—even those plants that are tender, like the
chrysanthemums in your garden—if they are allowed to
collect leaves around their crowns, it acts as insulation.
Those plants will often come back.” Other plants have
needles or leaves with a waxy coating that resists freezing
and drying. Still others, like the cereal grain rye, actually
produce an antifreeze-like protein that protects them.

A walk through the woods at the apex of winter will
reveal many such survivors, from deciduous trees like
oaks and maples that shed their leaves in a rain of color
every fall to conserve water, to the familiar evergreens.
Standing out in swaths of dark green, they are the white
cedars, red and white pines, and twisted juniper. They
fight winter with needle-like or scaly leaves. Same goes
for the rhododendrons and mountain laurel, two of the
more common species you'll find in West Virginia forests,
Longenecker says. Their leaves are thick and leathery,
trapping moisture inside and locking out frost.

These are all winter survivors. But what about
winter defiers? Some plants have evolved not only to
make it through the coldest weather but to thrive in it.
Some produce flowers so late you'll find them blooming
under a blanket of snow, and some sprout berries
so hardy they cling for months, providing food for
birds and other animals even in the bleak days of late
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winter and early spring. “These plants fulfill different
niches in the environment. From the standpoint of
distribution of offspring and seeds, there are lots of
ways plants have evolved to do that in every season. But
in winter, you can’t help but look around at them in
wonder,” Longenecker says.

Take a walk in the winter wilderness this year, and
you'll discover that some of the most beautiful flora in West
Virginia only don their best attire in the harshest months.

American Holly (Ilex opaca)

This symbol of wintry holiday festivity, the wood of
which was once used to make whip handles, doesn’t
tolerate the coldest of winters. American holly is more
commonly found in the Southeast but is moving north
where temperatures are often colder, and the Appalachian
Mountains currently make up the northernmost edge of
its range.

You'll find this slow-growing understory tree in both
swampy and dry soils. It can grow to more more than 30
feet tall and has distinct, shiny evergreen leaves that curve
into points along the edges. It flowers May to June with
clusters of white blossoms, which produce green berries
that turn red in October and stay on the plant for months,
providing late winter forage for some animals. “When
migratory animals like robins come back in spring, and
we have a good snow on the ground, they’ll eat the holly
berries to stay alive.”

WONDERFUL WEST VIRGINIA | JANUARY 2016

Many plants can
survive West
Virginia's winters
with sharp or
leathery leaves that
conserve water and
protect against
frost. Some even
produce special
proteins that
protect their cells
from freezing.
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Eastern Mistletoe (Phoradendron leucarpum)
Another icon of holiday parties—and surprise kisses—bright
green mistletoe is easy to spot with its white berries and
smooth evergreen leaves hanging among bare branches in
winter. Few know the plant is actually a parasite. “It sends its
roots into the tree and it gets some of its sustenance that way,
though it can also carry on photosynthesis,” Longenecker
says. “It’s not normally devastating to the tree.”

Many people today hang fake plastic mistletoe over
doorways to steal kisses during the holidays, but in the
wild, the plant is a keystone species. It provides food

and shelter for birds and, in turn, those hungry animals
spread its seed.

“Birds will eat the mistletoe berries, digest them,
and spread the seeds through excrement or, because the
berries are very sticky, some will attach to the birds’
beaks. The birds will try to rub them off on the bark
of a tree and those berries will get stuck to the tree,”
Longenecker says.

Once stuck, a mistletoe seed hardens, sprouts, and
slowly digs its root into a host plant’s vascular system.
From there the two become nearly inseparable.

WONDERFULWV.COM

Mistletoe is actually
a parasite that loves
elm and hackberry
trees. It's easy to
spot among bare
branches.
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A Winter Garden

You don't have to travel far to
find winter color if you have
space in your garden beds.

Add Jasminum nudiflorum, or
winter jasmine, a shrub with long,
slender branches bearing yellow
or white six-petaled flowers from
November to March. A native

of China, it's cultivated around
the world in full sun to partial
shade. Urban gardeners might try
snowdrops, or Galanthus nivalis,
one of the first blooms to appear
in February. These seemingly
fragile plants appear on short
green stems, which often break
through snow and ice to bear
white, gracefully down-turned
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flowers. Snowdrops spread—one
reason they've become natural-
ized outside their native Europe.
Keep them contained and in

part shade. Anyone can planta
Christmas rose, Helleborus niger,
if you have a shady spot under a
deciduous tree. It will produce
white or pink-tinged flowers

with lime green centers among

evergreen leaves in early January.

Like many winter flora, it has a
few legends attached. One tells
of a young girl in Bethlehem who,
finding herself without a gift for
the newly born Christ, cried tears
that turned into flowers.
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Christmas rose
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American Wintergreen (Gaultheria procumbens)
Although some lookalikes may be found in the state, like
the spotted wintergreen, American wintergreen, also known
as eastern teaberry, is the only fruiting understory shrub in
West Virginia with the distinct, refreshing flavor mimicked
in candies, gums, and toothpastes around the world.
Growing no more than six inches tall, wintergreen creeps
across the forest floor with shiny oval leaves that, when
rubbed, give off the telltale wintergreen smell. Its leaves, like
its berries, are edible and were often used by Native Americans
and early European colonists to make tea. The plant does
contain an aspirin-like compound, Longenecker warns, and
can cause allergic reactions in those sensitive to salicylic acid.

Wintergreen flowers from July to August with
drooping, bell-shaped white blossoms, and its
berries ripen from October to December. If you're
looking to find your own patch, head to groves of
maple, oak, or poplar. Wintergreen likes to grow
beneath cover.

Or seek out one of wintergreen’s common
companions, another late fall- and early winter-
thriving tree with medicinal properties, Hamamelis
virginiana commonly known as witch hazel. Its
golden, spidery flowers bloom so late in fall you’ll
often find them—Tlike the rest of the state—buried
under snow, hoping for spring thaw. 4

You might smell
wintergreen
before you
notice it
underfoot.
This winter
plant’s edible
leaves and
berries give off
a refreshing
scent.
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IN

DE
HANDS

West Virginia’'s long tradition of
handiwork continues through
the modern era.

WRITTEN BY HANNA WHEELER GALINAT

WONDERFULWV.COM 21



Brenda Harman,
a broom maker,
and Woody
Harman, a
blacksmith, craft
their creations
together at home
in Pocahontas
County.

est Virginia’s
rugged hills
demanded that
people living
among them
create their own
implements to
make life easier.
Pioneers tied
tassels to sticks to sweep the hearth. A winter’s project
was hand-planing wood into the rails of a chair to pass
long evenings by the fire. And almost every hamlet
had someone to perform the alchemy of turning fire,
water, and iron into hayforks. Today, these crafts live
on in the hands of West Virginia’s artisans. Some craft
as a hobby, some teach beginners, and some make their
livings selling their work, but they all find inspiration
within the landscape.

BrenWood Forge & Brooms

Brenda and Woody Harman fit together like the plaits of
Brenda’s hand-tied brooms. They own BrenWood Forge
& Brooms in Pocahontas County, an ironworks and
broom shop, which is an amalgamation of their names
and talents. They play together, riding horses or enjoying
the view from their deck, and they work together from
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home—Brenda in the basement by the fire and Woody
out in the forge, where he crafts tools to help Brenda
create her brooms. Likewise, Brenda makes brooms to
include in Woody’s fireplace tool sets.

Woody is a self-taught blacksmith and makes everything
from hand tools to decorative scrollwork. “I taught myself,
so I'm not limited by anything,” he says. His coal-burning
forge is based on a design from the 1800s, though he
uses modern equipment. He has a portable forge with a
hand-crank blower for classes, such as the ones he teaches at
the Augusta Heritage Center in Elkins. He salvages some
materials and buys some from Beckley Steel. Brenda refers
to their backyard collection of rusting hay rakes as “the junk
pile,” while Woody calls it his “treasures.”

When Woody gives demonstrations, people approach
him excited to learn the uses for tools left by their great-
grandfathers in barns long ago. “They like to see a working
blacksmith,” he says. “It was such an important part of our
culture.” That curiosity about blacksmithing is leading to
its resurrection. Woody sees more and more new faces at
his classes and at smithing conventions called “hammer-
ins” where blacksmiths trade ideas and new smiths learn
techniques. “People are taking pride in things they can
make themselves,” he says.

Brenda’s training is a bit more formal. She attended

the John C. Campbell Folk School in North Carolina

COURTESY OFBRENDA HARMAN, DREW TANNER, GWEN BALOGH
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and makes brooms the old-fashioned way: using broom

corn and tying each piece with twine rather than with wire.
Thanks to Woody, she uses homemade needles to make a
tight stitch, helping her brooms last. “I'm probably one of
the only broom makers with titanium needles,” she jokes.
Brenda works around the clock filling Internet sales, creating
custom orders, and keeping galleries stocked—her brooms
have sold in 40 states and five countries.

She and Woody are both members of the Pocahontas
County Artisan Co-op and they help run the 4th Avenue
Gallery in Marlinton. Between the busy hours and during
downtime, the couple rides horses to scout for broom handles in
the forest, looking particularly for branches with unusual scars
or spiral effects from vines. Brenda keeps these in her “handle
hutch,” where she sorts them by type of wood and curing time.

Like Woody, Brenda enthusiastically engages audiences
when demonstrating her craft. She teaches the history
of broom corn and broom folklore. “Tourists soak that
information up,” she says. “They want their kids to know
about heritage crafts.”

BrenWood Forge & Brooms, Hillsboro, 304.653.8550,
forgeandbroom.com

Pine Needle Baskets

Anne Beardslee is inspired by the shapes she sees when
hiking in the hills. “It could be tree burls or a mushroom

Anne from pine
Beardslee's needles and
hand-coiled other natural
baskets materials like
are made shells.

that has a different top,” she says. The pine needle baskets
she coils by hand reflect those flowing shapes she finds in
nature. Beardslee even collects walnuts on her property,
slices them into rounds, and works them into her baskets.
“The texture reminds me of the forest,” she says.

She uses longleaf pine needles, which are the longest of
any southern pine. Beardslee boils them in the morning and
makes her baskets in the evening after the needles are cool
but still wet, sewing the coils together with a strong and rot-
resistant linen. Between crafting, she works at the Artists
at Work Gallery in Elkins and at West Virginia Mountain
Highlands, a nonprofit promoting tourism in the Potomac
Highland region. Beardslee’s expertise developed over years
of practice and today the artist makes enough baskets to
supply several gallaries.

Southern Native American tribes developed pine needle
basketry thousands of years ago, and when she saw a friend’s
example, Beardslee was fascinated. She studied the basket’s
shape and tried making her own. The process to complete
her first, tiny piece took nine discouraging hours, but she
tried again, developed her technique, and never looked back.
Today Beardslee respects the history of her craft, though she
worries about its future. “Basket-making is tens of thousands
of years old,” she says. “The problem is there are almost no
young people doing this. It really has become a lost art.”

Anne Beardslee, Elkins, 304.591.4311, artistsatwork.us
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Tom Doak’s chairs
are displayed at the
Augusta Heritage
Festival. “The shows
are the interesting
part because you

meet a lot of nice
people,” he says.
Known as the ATTA-
Way Rocker, the
design dates back to
the 1800s.

ATTA-Way Rockers

Tom Doak’s rocking chairs are beautiful, functional,

and steeped in history. Their unique lattice pattern is a
Doddridge County design dating back to the 1800s, when
a farmer named Ronald James made chairs in the winter.
James’s daughter gave a chair to her nephew, Doak’s father,
who used it as a template to make more chairs, which he
sold to neighbors. When his father passed away, Doak
filled the leftover chair orders himself.

At the time, Doak was teaching high school. He
wondered if the economics lessons he taught in class really
worked, so he started a chair-making business. Almost
30 years later and with Doak retired from teaching, his
business is still going strong. “I guess it worked,” he laughs.
His success has made the chair well known as the ATTA-
Way rocker, a name that comes from the first initials of his
family members: Anna, Tom, Tricia, and Anessa.
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Doak uses mostly West Virginia hardwoods, including
oak, walnut, maple, and cherry. He customizes his chairs
with different wood combinations and fits them to a
customer’s height. When he’s not in the shop, he’s on the
road. He travels to the Mountain State Art & Craft Fair,
Augusta Festival Craft Fair, Pipestem Resort State Park
Gift Show, and others. Tamarack and multiple state parks
display the ATTA-Way chairs so visitors can rock and relax
with a piece of West Virginia heritage.

Doak makes the chairs in his home workshop in West Union,
where his wife and niece also help with the business. Since he
started, he has made 4,888 chairs as well as porch swings and
tables, all with the signature lattice. So many chairs later, he says,
“It’s enjoyable to make them. I'm shooting for 5,000.”

ATTA-Way Rockers, West Union, 304.873.1852,
attawayrockers.biz
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Appalachian Glass

Chip Turner of Appalachian Glass has a scientist’s
knowledge, a tycoon’s business skills, and an artist’s
sensibilities. But he rejects those labels in favor of his
trade’s name. “Be proud of what you do. Call yourself
what you are,” the glassmaker says.

Glassmaking is one of America’s oldest industries and an
important part of West Virginia’s heritage. Like other heritage
professions such as blacksmithing and carpentry, hand-blown
glassmaking involves handiwork and creativity. Turner learned
glassmaking “from the ground up.” In high school, he took a
glassblowing course and, after graduation, worked for several
glass houses—starting in the maintenance department and
working up to a facility manager position. “When you work
with something every day, you absorb a lot,” he says. By
2001, he had enough experience to open his own company:
Appalachian Glass in Weston.

Operating a true family business, Turner, his
father, and his son manufacture glass six days a week.
Turner’s glass sells in 38 states and 20 state parks, and
he travels to multiple fairs with his portable furnace.
Nearly 65 tour buses a year stop at Appalachian Glass,
which he calls “a cross between a glass gallery and a
country store.”

What inspires Turner is colors. He’ll photograph
autumn leaves or spring wildflowers, zooming in so
that a seemingly plain white flower reveals rich reds
and yellows. Turner references these photos when
designing new glasswork. “No one can arrange colors
better than nature,” he says.

Appalachian Glass, Weston, 304.269.1030, shopwva.com

Chip Turner, the
proprietor of
Appalachian Glass,
blows glass six
days a week with
his family and
hosts more than 65
tour buses a year.
“In glassmaking,
you're either full
bore or you're not
doing it,” he says.
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hen people Snowshoes, developed to allow
talk about invented thousands  them to walk, hop,
X of years ago, and run on snow.
snowshoeing, mimic the natural Today tourists
they tend to design of animals and locals alike

whose feet have enjoy winter walks

do it in almost
poetic terms.
It’s all about
the hush of a
forest cloaked
in snow, the
whisper of wind
through the trees, the calming effect of a landscape covered
in white. The most casual conversation quickly evolves into
a meditation on a mental state that can only be achieved
walking alone through a snowy forest. “Winter is magic,”
says Chip Chase, owner of the White Grass Ski Touring
Center in Davis, during one such conversation. “It’s ethereal.
It doesn’t last long, it’s here today and—poof—it’s gone
tomorrow. If you can get out there on snowshoes in the first
moments after the snow, it’s something really special.” Mary
Willis, who owns the Elk River Touring Center in Slaty
Fork with her husband Gil, is just as smitten. “The farther
out you get the quieter it gets,” she says. “The snow blankets
the underbrush and everything becomes quieter and more
magical. You know how snow is—it’s pretty enticing.”

Animals developed a body feature akin to snowshoes
millennia ago. The snowshoe hare, for example, has feet that
are almost comically big compared to the rest of its body, with
a large surface area that keeps the animal from sinking into
drifts. Without those wide feet, the hare wouldn’t be able to
move through the powdery terrain during North American
winters. Humans developed their own version between 4,000
and 6,000 years ago for much the same reason: The most
efficient way to travel in a thick sea of snow is by moving over
it, not through. Old-fashioned snowshoes consisted of big
hardwood frames and latticework made from rawhide, and
they were used for just about every winter activity imaginable.
Native Americans wore them to hunt and fish, fur traders
wore them to visit animal traps, and farmers wore them to the
barn to feed the livestock. “They’re really good work tools,”
Chase says. “They have a lot of utilitarian purpose.”

In the 1970s a more high-tech snowshoe was developed
featuring lightweight metal, heavy-duty plastic, and neoprene
webbing. “It changed the appearance of snowshoeing, because
now you weren’t wearing this big wooden thing on your
feet,” says Candice Bosworth, the executive director of the
United States Snowshoe Association. “You were wearing
something sleek and metallic with binding that didn’t take
an hour to put on, and you could maneuver with them better

"THE SIMPLICITY OF IT MAKES YOU

through the snowy
landscape of places
like White Grass Ski
Touring Center in
Canaan Valley.

MORE AWARE OF WHAT'S AROUND YOU."
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because they were smaller. It modernized the concept

of snowshoeing.” Today, most snowshoeing is done for
fun. “We’ve come to a point in our society where we can
play more,” Chase says. “We don’t have to use snowshoes
for work because we don’t do that kind of work so much
these days.”

There are plenty of ways to enjoy the outdoors in West
Virginia, even during the most frigid of winter days—
downbhill skiing and snowboarding come to mind as well as
ice skating and cross-country skiing. But the advantage to
snowshoeing is that it can be done anywhere.

A trail designed and maintained especially for
snowshoes is nice but you don’t need one. A thick layer of
snow covers most of the smaller greenery anyway, so there’s
actually a lot less tricky maneuvering than during a warm
weather hike. “It’s an independent thing to do,” Bosworth
says. “You can go where you want, when you want, how
you want—how long, how short. You can climb mountains
with snowshoes on. You can walk through the woods.
You can walk through the park. It’s an independent,
individualized activity.” Plus, it’s easy. The same way
“hiking” is just a fancy term for walking in the woods,
“snowshoeing” is just walking with something strapped
on your feet. A 3-mile walk in snowshoes may feel like 5
miles, but all that aerobic activity comes in handy—with
the right clothing you’ll stay plenty warm.

As an antidote to long, drowsy winter days spent
nestled inside, insulated from the beauty of this dynamic
season we call winter, snowshoeing becomes a way to
access the outdoors that we too often think of as off
limits when there’s a foot or more of snow on the ground.
“The simplicity of it makes you more aware of what’s
around you,” Chase says. “You notice deer and birds and
terrain and things you would normally just whiz by in a
recreational ski situation. You just take it all in.” e
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WHERE 10O GO:

Blackwater Falls State Park
More than 20 miles of trails are open for snowshoeing along an
8-mile gorge cut by the Blackwater River. Rentals are available.

1584 Blackwater Lodge Road, Davis, 304.259.5216
blackwaterfalls.com

Canaan Valley Resort State Park

In addition to downhill skiing slopes, some hiking trails are open
to snowshoers and offer exquisite mountain views and a trek
through swaths of wilderness. Rentals are available.

230 Main Lodge Road, Davis, 304.866.4121, canaanresort.com

Elk River Touring Center

Snowshoers have access to 3 miles of maintained trails border-
ing the Monongahela National Forest as well as another 22
miles that crisscross the Highland Scenic Highway. Beginners
will find snowshoe rentals for adults and children, plus guided
tours and lessons.

US-219, Slaty Fork, 304.572.3771, ertc.com

Pipestem Resort State Park
Fifteen miles of trails are open to snowshoers. Pipestem is
home to beautiful scenic overlooks of the Bluestone Gorge.

3405 Pipestem Drive, Pipestem, 304.466.1800
pipestemresort.com

Timberline Four Seasons Resort
More than 9 miles of groomed trails are available for snowshoeing
through the higher ranges of the Allegheny Mountains.

254 Four Seasons Drive, Davis, 304.866.4801
timberlineresort.com

Snowshoe Mountain

Twenty-five miles of cross country trails as well as rentals
are available, and Snowshoe offers excellent access to the
backcountry.

10 Snowshoe Drive, Snowshoe, 877.441.4386
snowshoemtn.com

White Grass Ski Touring Center

Visitors will find nearly 40 miles of trails between 3,200- and
4,400-foot elevations, plus cross country gear rentals and sales.
Whitegrass picks up some 160 feet of annual snowfall, and the
property covers 1,200 vertical feet.

643 Weiss Knob Ski Road, Davis, 304.866.4114, whitegrass.com

ADAM SHAY; SHUTTERSTOCK
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Blackwater Falls State Park Ice-covered falls are a majestic sight after a heavy snowfall.
Blackwater Falls State Park, Davis, blackwaterfalls.com

JANUARY 1

First Day Hike

Pipestem Resort State Park
Pipestem

304.466.1800

First Day Hike

Cacapon Resort State Park
Berkeley Springs
304.258.1022, ext. 5209

First Day Hike
Blackwater Falls State Park
Davis

304.259.5216

A Tree!-mendous Hike
Bluestone State Park
Hinton

304.466.2805

Shanghai Parade
Downtown Lewisburg
304.645.1434

JANUARY 2

Little Princess Ball
North Bend State Park
Cairo

304.643.2931

JANUARY 3

12th Annual Wedding Expo
Charleston Civic Center
Charleston

304.345.1500

JANUARY 8-10

Burton Women’s Snowboard Camp
Snowshoe Resort

Snowshoe

877.441.4FUN

JANUARY 9

Woody Hawley Presents
Hank Williams Tribute
The Clay Center
Charleston

304.561.3570

7th Annual Frozen Sasquatch 25K/50K
Kanawha State Forest

Charleston

304.558.3500

JANUARY 15

Art & Ale Tasting
Stifel Fine Arts Center
Wheeling
304.242.7700

JANUARY 15-17

RV & Boat Show

Big Sandy Superstore Arena
Huntington

304.696.5990

Winter Wonder Weekend
North Bend State Park
Cairo

304.558.2754

WYV Hunting & Fishing Show
Charleston Civic Center
Charleston

304.345.1500

JANUARY 16
Menopause the Musical
Capitol Theatre

Wheeling

304.233.4470

JANUARY 21

Jerry Seinfeld Performs
Capitol Theatre

Wheeling

304.233.4470

Ron White Performs
The Clay Center
Charleston
304.561.3570

JANUARY 22

Eric Bibb Performs
Carnegie Hall
Lewisburg
304.645.7917

JANUARY 22-24

Primitive Bushcraft Weekend Workshop
Pipestem Resort State Park

Pipestem

304.466.1800

JANUARY 28
ABBA Mania
Smoot Theatre
Parkersburg
304.422.7529

JANUARY 30

Winter Music Festival
Various Locations
Lewisburg
304.645.1000

NOTE: Times and events are subject to change.
Please call ahead before attending an event.

Subscribe to Wonderful West Virginia!
Call 800.CALL.WVA or visit wonderfulwv.com

MOVING? Take us along! To have your
Wonderful West Virginia subscription forwarded
to your new address, visit wonderfulwv.com and
follow the instructions for address changes or call

800.CALLWVA and ask an operator to change your

address to your new location.
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WONDERGRAMS

Share your photos of West Virginia with us!
Send Instagram-style photos to wonderfulwv@
newsouthmediainc.com or use the hashtag
#wondergrams on Instagram.

Holly in Charleston by Don Brogan;
Aurora farm in Preston County by Jennifer Stone;
Calhoun County road by Carolyn Mitchell; snow-
covered trees in Mineral Wells by Carletta Johnston;
Parkersburg cardinal by Stephanie Carpenter; frozen
lake in Bridgeport by Michael Eagle; Sutton sunrise
by Jessica Cox; snowy Capitol in Charleston by Philip
Miles; Tucker County cross-country skier by Laura
Moul; barred owl in Canaan Valley by Val Carnell; fall
leaves covered in snow by Kris Hawlins in Fayette
County. Photos published at editor’s discretion.

WONDERFUL WEST VIRGINIA | JANUARY 2016









MUSHROONS MACROSNOWEFEAKES T CHRISIVIASIIREEST HOLIDAYSIINES TATE PARKSH SNOVWMOBILINC

WONDEREU
WEST VIRGINIA

December 2016 $3.00
12

ollli74470112029M02



Earl Ray Tomblin
Governor, State of West Virginia

Keith Burdette
Secretary, Department of Commerce

Robert A. Fala
Director, Division of Natural Resources

Emily J. Fleming
Deputy Director, Division of Natural Resources

‘Wonderful West Virginia Editorial Staff

Nikki Bowman, Editor

Carla Witt Ford, Photography Editor/Graphic Designer
Zack Harold, Managing Editor

Pam Kasey, Associate Editor

‘Wonderful West Virginia Administrative Staff
Verena M. Mullins, Publisher

Charles Kennedy, Associate Publisher

Michael Bryant, Financial Manager

Dorisa West, Administrative and Circulation

Commissioners

Jeffrey S. Bowers, Sugar Grove

Byron K. Chambers, Romney

Peter L. Cuffaro, Wheeling

David M. Milne, Bruceton Mills

Kenneth R. Wilson, Chapmanville

Thomas O. Dotson, White Sulphur Springs
Gregory K. Burnette, Elkview

Section Chiefs

Verena M. Mullins, Administration

Paul R. Johansen, Wildlife Resources

Jerry B. Jenkins, Law Enforcement

Sam England, Parks and Recreation

Joe T. Scarberry, Supervisor, Office of Land and Streams

Editing, Layout, & Design
New South Media, Inc.

709 Beechurst Avenue, Suite 14A
Morgantown, WV 26505

Printed by
Chap Printing Company
Charleston and Parkersburg, WV

Wonderfil West Virginia (USPS—415-660; ISSN 0030-7157) is published monthly by the State of West Virginia Division of Natural Resources, 324
Fourth Ave., South Charleston, WV 25303-1228. Periodical postage paid at Charleston, WV. Postmaster: Send changes to Wonderful West Virginia, 4
324 Fourth Avenue, South Charleston, WV 25303-1228. WRWVARTgov
Subscription Rates: Domestic: 1-year $18.00, 2-year $36.00, iPad 1-year $12.00, iPad and Print 1-year $20.00; Newsstand Single Copy: $3.00, ON THE COVER J\Y/Ele(e) phOtO of a
Call 304.558.9152, or 800.CALL.WVA. Address all editorial correspondence to the editor. Viewpoints of our authors do not necessarily reflect snowflake phOtographed by Josh
those of the Division. Copyright 2016 by State of West Virginia Division of Natural Resources. Although reasonable care is taken, the editor and )

Shackleford flickr.com/photos/

Resources to provide its facilities, accommodations, services, and programs to all persons without regard to sex, race, color, age, religion, national advertisingWV/a/bumS

the Division of Natural Resources assume no responsibility for unsolicited manuscripts or photographs. It is the policy of the Division of Natural

origin, or handicap. Proper licenses/registration and compliance with official rules and regulations are the only source of restrictions for facility use
or program participation. The Division of Natural Resources is an equal opportunity employer. Discrimination complaints should be directed to:
Director, West Virginia Division of Natural Resources, 324 Fourth Ave., South Charleston, WV 25303-1228. Wonderfil West Virginia is a copy-

righted publication and may not be copied or reproduced in whole or in part without the express written consent of the editor.

To subscribe call 800.CALL.WVA or visit wonderfulwv.com.



DECEMBER ...

MAP THE
STORIES

PAGE 23
Tyler County PAGE 23

Taylor County
PAGE 23
Ritchie County
PAGE 19

Mason County
& PAGES 23 & 27
Pocahontas County
PAGE 23 PAGE 23

Logan County Summers County

PAGE 19
Mercer County

PAGE 19
Kanawha County

FEATURES

6

WINTER SECRETS

Experienced mushroom hunters say winters in the
Mountain State offer their own bounty, if you know
where to look.

By Mikenna Pierotti

12

GALLERY
It's true, each snowflake really is unique. Get an
up-close view from photographer Josh Shackleford.

19

O, CHRISTMAS TREE!

From nursery to farm to living room to a lake,
Christmas trees have long and varied lives.
By Zack Harold

23

COLD NOSES, WARM MEMORIES

West Virginia's state parks showcase the best of the
season with events all across the state.

By Danielle Taylor

27

TRAILBLAZING

When the snow starts piling up, you can get around the
state’s highlands the way locals do—by snowmobile.
By Mikenna Pierotti

DEPARTMENTS

2 Editor's Letter

5 Contributors

5 Letters to the Editor
5 Bookshelf

31 Events Statewide
32 WONDERgrams

Snowflakes on wood, photographed by Jeff Hurst
Photography, jeffhurstphotography.com

WONDERFULWV.COM 1



editor’s letter

nother year comes to a
close—and what a year it
has been. Looking back over
all of the issues of Wonderful
West Virginia from 2016,
we've covered a lot of ground. Literally.

From enlightening stories on lightning bugs
and cicadas (remember those?) to stunning
photography of cerulean warblers, wetlands,
and waterfalls, the magazines have taken us
to places we've never been and introduced us
to some fascinating stories about our natural
environment. We've covered trailblazers

and trails being blazed. We've paid homage
to our heritage with stories on our old mills
and one-room schoolhouses. We've gone
snowshoeing and snowmobiling (page 27).
We've eaten lichen, mushrooms (page 6), and
wild game, as well as food made from recipes
adapted from 18th century cookbooks.

M\ WENTY YEARS FROM NOW YOU WILL BE
MORE DISAPPOINTED BY THE THINGS THAT

YOU DIDN'T DO THAN BY THE ONES YOU DID

DO. SO THROW OFF THE BOWLINES. SAIL
AWAY FROM THE SAFE HARBOR. CATCH THE
TRADE WINDS IN YOUR SAILS.

EXPLORE. DREAM. DISCOVER."

Wonderful West Virginia readers are,
well, wonderfully engaged. There’s not an
issue that goes by that we don’t hear from
you. Although time does not permit us to
personally respond to each letter, we hear
you! Sometimes you tell us how much
you love or hate the cover. Sometimes you
share story ideas and photos, sometimes
you correct us, and sometimes you just say
“thank you.” Given the amount of mail we
received about one-room schoolhouses, we
think that might have been your favorite
photo gallery. No matter what you have to
say, we appreciate hearing from you.

It has been a good year, and I'm looking
forward to 2017. (Wow. Did I just type
that?) Working on this magazine is a
great privilege. Each time I hold a new
issue in my hands, I recall the stacks of
Wonderful West Virginia magazines on my

Mark Twain

grandmother’s coffee table. As a young
child, I'd play on her old Underwood
typewriter and pretend that I wrote for this
magazine. It is an honor to be part of its
history and, as we look to 2017, we have more
entertaining and engaging stories and some
pretty amazing photos to share with you.

From all of us at New South Media,
thank you for supporting this magazine.
Hopetully we have helped make 2016 a
little more WONDERFUL!

Explore. Dream. Discover.

NIKKI BOWMAN, Editor
wonderfulwv@newsouthmediainc.com

Follow me on:
Instagram: theWVeditor
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Greetings from
GOVERNOR AND FIRST LADY TOMBLIN

s your Governor and First Lady, we would like to wish a happy holiday season and a bright new year to
West Virginians across the state.

The holiday season is an especially joyous time for our family, and we’re sure for many of yours. It’s
a time when families come together and we all take the opportunity to focus on the gift of giving and
fellowship. It’s also when we look forward to the new year and look back on past years.

This year, we look back on the six holiday seasons we have spent here in the Governor’s Office—six Joyful Nights
of reading to our state’s children, six Capitol Tree Lighting ceremonies, and six holiday celebrations shared with our
friends and family.

The experiences we've been so fortunate to have while serving the State of West Virginia will forever be
cherished. And as this year—and our time in this office—comes to an end, we also look forward toward our great
state’s bright future.

To every Mountaineer near and far, we send our warmest wishes for your holiday season, and thank each of you
for the greatest gift—the privilege and honor to serve as your Governor and First Lady.

Happy Holidays,




HOLIDAY MESSAGE
from WVIDNR Durector Robert Fala

my relatively short time as your DNR director, more than 400,000 individuals have obtained their

“DNR numbers.” That means you and we have adapted to the new Electronic License and Game
Checking System with flying colors. With certain exemptions for juniors as well as some seniors and
landowners, you can see we are approaching the half-million mark for folks who hunt, fish, or both in
West Virginia. Congratulations!

Although the Mountain State is a highly ranked destination for many beyond our borders, the bulk of that volume
originates from our home-grown resident population of some 1.8 million Mountaineers. It could be that, when you
allow for the hikers, bikers, birders, campers, and wildlife and leaf watchers, just about every one of us enjoys the great
outdoors. Surely looks that way. And with service to that public in mind, we have not been resting on our laurels.
Along with our many gracious conservation partners, donors, and you, the license-buying and federal excise tax-
paying customers, we've been making some major progress.

For example: We have added some record 50,000 acres of Wildlife Management Area (WMA) to the state,
providing not only for wildlife habitat but related tourism potential for the massive host of users out there. With many
thanks to one key partner, The Conservation Fund, we added the largest single state DNR parcel in state history to
provide for both our fledgling elk restoration program and other wildlife. About the time you read this, our initial elk
restoration transplant “hooves on the ground” should be nigh, with much thanks to our U. S. Forest Service partners
in west Kentucky. Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer might have a little elk-like competition this year.

In another example, Mr. Jack L. Workman, a most generous donor, provided for the new Forks of Coal State
Natural Area just south of the capital city. This 100-acre parcel is readily accessible to the public oft US 119/Corridor
G in Kanawha County, and also houses the new DNR District 5 headquarters at a centralized location for both our
Law Enforcement and Wildlife Resources sections after many years apart. Though Mr. Workman recently passed
away, he left confident that DNR would fulfill his dreams and those of his late wife Claudia with a particular slant
toward the youth of Appalachia.

With Department of Commerce and Administration approval, DNR has embarked on one of the largest single
statewide capital improvement eras in its history. No economic slowdown here! Although much of this work is
inglorious repairs to our State Park and Wildlife Management Area water and sewer systems and cabins, fishing dams,
and hatcheries, this work is critical to our long-term performance and continuing ability to serve you.

As you can see, there is no lack of outdoor excitement in Wonderful West Virginia. We forecast more of the same
for 2017. And with that, Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!

Robert A. Fala, Director
Division of Natural Resources



Zack Harold is a
southern West Virginia
native. He covered
education, health, and
government at the
Charleston Daily Mail
before becoming the
newspaper’s features
editor. He joined New
South Media in 2015,
became managing
editor of WV Living in
January 2016, and took
over as managing editor
of Wonderful West
Virginia in July 2016.

Josh Shackleford
developed a love for
photography in high
school. Achieving a
degree in graphic
design further cultivated
his love for art. Recently
the 31-year-old has dis-
covered his new passion
of macro photography,
capturing the world's
most intricate details.
Josh resides in Beckley
with his wife, son, and
daughter. flickr.com/
advertisingwv

Mikenna Pierotti moved
to West Virginia in 2010
from upstate New York
to complete her master’s
degree in English, live in
the mountains, and write.
She loves digging around
in the history, landscape,
and culture of West
Virginia, looking for those
shiny gems that become
great stories. She lives

in Morgantown with her
husband, Adam, her
wiener dog, Tally, and far,
far too many houseplants.

WEST VIRGINIA BOOKSHELF

ASHES OF ROSES AND WAR and THE
LEGEND OF MAMMY JANE
by Sibyl Jarvis Pischke

Combo Price $22.95 (reg. $35.90)
You save $12.95!

These page-turning companion
novels follow the adventures of two

strong, independent young Civil War-era women who surmount
incredible odds to flourish and help those around them. They
are memorable and thrilling works that celebrate the enduring
pioneer spirit. Fan favorites for years, these books are always

great holiday gifts.

HOT DOGS FROM ALMOST
HEAVEN, COOKIN’ IN A
COAL CAMP, and MUCH
MORE THAN BEANS AND
CORNBREAD

by various authors

Combo Price $19.95
(reg. $35.85)
You save $15.90!

Get three of the state’s tried and true cookbooks with this limited-
time offer. Given their broad and delicious sampling of down-home
recipes, you'll turn to these books over and over again for their
easy-to-make dishes that just about everybody will love.

THE CIVIL WAR IN WEST
VIRGINIA, PICTORIAL
HISTORY OF WEST
VIRGINIA CIVIL WAR SITES,
and IMAGES OF THE CIVIL
WAR IN WEST VIRGINIA

by Stan Cohen

Combo Price $32.95 (reg. $53.85) You save $20.90!

Highly recommended and generally regarded as the “big three”

Danielle Taylor is a
freelance writer who
covers outdoor recreation,
conservation, public lands,
and travel, and she’s
spending much of 2016

on a road trip to visit as
many of America’s parks
as possible. To learn about
her work and travels, follow
her on Twitter (twitter.
com/adventureedit) and
Facebook (facebook.
com/adventureeditorial),
and visit her website
(adventureeditorial.com).

featured contributors

REMEMBERING ONE-ROOM SCHOOLS

In the July issue, the Gallery section brought back
many memories for me. | attended Mount Pleasant
School in Monroe County in the 1930s and 40s.
The school is (or was) located about three or four
miles east of Alderson on Flat Mountain Road.

My grandparents attended the same school. The
photos, including the cover, were great. The photo
on page 12 (Mission Ridge) shows the “central
heating system"—a pot belly stove in the center of
the room. The desks told me that some boys had
barlow knives and had whittled on them.

ALFRED HOLLIDAY, Charlottesville, Virginia via mail

CORRECTION

Wonderful West Virginia Facebook fan Chuck
Brabec pointed out the owl on November's cover
is a Barred Owl, not an Eastern Screech Owl.
Good eye!

¢ Write to us! We would love to hear from you.

Send your comments to 709 Beechurst Avenue,
Suite 14A, Morgantown, WV 26505 or email us
at wonderfulwv@newsouthmediainc.com.

of West Virginia Civil War history, these books chronicle the
battles, skirmishes, commanders, and politics of the era. This

definitive collection features extensive maps, photographs, and

historical documents that are valuable tools for understanding
the events that shaped West Virginia.

ORDER FORM
Mail form and check to:
West Virginia Book Company
1125 Central Avenue
Charleston, WV 25302
Call: 304.342.1848
Email: wvbooks@wvbookco.com
QUANTITY TITLE PRICE AMOUNT
Ashes of Roses and War and $22.95
The Legend of Mammy Jane
Hot Dogs from Almost Heaven, $19.95
Cookin’in a Coal Camp, and
Much More Than Beans and
Cornbread
The Civil War in West Virginia, $32.95
Pictorial History of West Virginia
Civil War Sites, and Images of
the Civil War in West Virginia
Subtotal
West Virginia residents add 6% sales tax
SHIPPING: $4.50 covers 1st AND 2nd book Shippi
$.50 for each additional book Ipping
TOTAL
NAME
ADDRESS
CITY STATE ZIP
PHONE
VISA/MASTERCARD
EXP. DATE CVVi#
(3 digits on back of card)
SIGNATURE
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walk in the woods this time

of year has a stark beauty. Far

from the overt greens and

vivid flower hues of spring and

summer or the quickly fading

glory of autumn colors, winter

in West Virginia is understated

in its charcoal grays, evergreens,
dark shadows, and the crisp white of new snow.
Most forest edibles won’t return until spring, but for
mushroom hunters, the search isn’t over. “It’s a bit like
a treasure hunt,” says Walt Sturgeon, a field mycologist
with 40-plus years of experience. He’s an identifier
for the West Virginia Mushroom Club and program
chairman and identifier for the Ohio Mushroom Society,
and he says winter forays are a different sort of challenge.

“You're walking a trail in the woods, you’re bundled
up, and all of a sudden you see something that doesn’t
quite fit into the background. So you go to investigate.
In winter, it’s important no matter what it is, especially
if you're looking for food. There are only a few things
you can find that time of year. At the end of the day,
you might have found some edible mushrooms.”
Perhaps it’s a cluster of sticky orange-capped fungi—

called velvet stem—dotting the side of an old, dead
elm. Or maybe it’s a fringe of late fall oysters with their

8 WONDERFUL WEST VIRGINIA | DECEMBER 2016

bright orange gills peeping out along the bark of
a conifer. Whatever the find, Sturgeon says in winter
it’s the excitement of identifying and perhaps eating
some of these often-overlooked gems that makes a
chilly hike worthwhile.

But when most mushroom species are keeping
well away from snow and ice this time of year, often
retreating deep into the soil, what makes winter
mushrooms brave enough to poke their heads up?
Part of the reason is simply their structure, says
Daniel Panaccione, Davis-Michael Professor of Plant
and Soil Sciences at West Virginia University. “The
mushroom is only a small part of the fungus itself. The
rest is imbedded in the tree or soil as a microscopic
web of hyphae, the vegetative body that penetrates
through wood and other substance to gather nutrients.
Periodically the fungus will put out a fruiting body to
reproduce by spreading its spores around,” he says.

Panaccione calls some of the species with fruiting
bodies that survive into winter “perennials.” “They are
actually there all year round. But in winter, with the
leaves off the trees, that’s when youre more likely to
spot them. They develop slowly over a period of years.”
But unlike many fungi, perennials are in it for the long
haul. “Whereas most fungi will put up a mushroom
that decays in a few weeks, the perennials will just put

The sticky
orange caps of
the Flammulina
velutipes,
commonly called
the “winter
mushroom” or
“velvet stem,”
are edible when
cooked. Just
make sure it's
not the deadly
lookalike,

the Galerina
autumnalis.

The
tasty Pleurotus
ostreatus,
better known
as the oyster
mushroom, can
be found on
broadleaf trees.



WONDERFULWV.COM 9



1 0 WONDERFUL WEST VIRGINIA | DECEMBER 2016



up another layer of mushroom over the old. Each year it
puts out a new layer and more spores come out of that.
You can almost count the rings like on a tree.”

Although some of these perennial species have
developed a reputation as being medicinal for humans,
for the trees they inhabit, these mushrooms can be the
sign of a slow but inevitable demise. Take the perennial
mushroom called chaga, or Inonotus obliquus, most
often found on birch trees. “They are pathogenic. If you
see them on a tree, it’s a bad sign. There’s something
else wrong,” Panaccione says. “They can be there for
years before the tree succumbs, but it typically will die.
Although in most cases a tree has some other stress on
it—a limb breaks or the bark is damaged down to the
heartwood. The fungus moves in, because that’s what
it wants, the nutrients there in the heartwood. From
there it takes advantage.”

But not all winter mushrooms are quite so ruthless.
Some are merely decomposers. “They wait for things to
die, then scavenge the nutrients left over and move on.
They are among the best decomposers we have in the
world,” Panaccione says. “Without them, bacteria would
take many years to break things down. Dead trees would
be left standing for generations.” These scavengers help
return valuable nutrients, which would otherwise be

locked away inside slowly decaying organic matter, to
the soil, where other plants can use them.

No matter a fungus’s niche, all require a few
essential ingredients to develop their fruiting bodies—
what we call mushrooms. “Fungi need moisture,

because a lot of their growth is just expansion—some

is cell division, but a lot is just soaking up water from

their environment,” Panaccione says. “They also need

nutrients, and fungi are experts at scavenging nutrients

from the environment. In fact, they are so good at

finding even the smallest quantities of nutrients, you

have to go to great lengths to create an environment

that isn’t hospitable to some type of fungi.”

Panaccione speculates that it is the warmth of the

trees and decaying matter they inhabit that keeps the

fungi from dying off in winter. And it may be that the

winter months, with less competition from other fungi

and plants, offer some species of winter mushroom

a reproductive edge. “The process of going from one

generation to the next is very inefficient in fungi. The

mushroom produces millions of spores, but many will

land in the wrong place. The fungi take the approach

of flooding the world with their spores and hoping

some will land in the right place at the right time and

produce the next generation.” 4

Winter Mushroom Wish List

Field mycologist Walt Sturgeon offers five examples of winter mushrooms you may be able to identify in West Virginia woods.
Make sure to check your finds with an experienced mushroom expert before consuming anything, as poisonous lookalikes do exist.

Fomes fomentarius.
Common names: Tinder
polypore and punk.

Flammulina velutipes.
Common names: Winter
mushroom, velvet stem.

Inedible. Shaped like a
horse’s hoof and ranges in

Edible sticky orange
caps when cooked.

color from gray to brown
to black. It is a pathogenic
perennial mushroom, with
fruiting bodies that can
live 30 years, that invades

This mushroom is
common on broadleaf
tree stumps and logs,
especially on dead
elms. Itis a Japanese

delicacy in its cultivated
form, called enoki or
enokitake, a white-
stemmed, small-capped
mushroom that appears
quite different from its
wild sibling. In the wild,
this mushroom must be
properly identified by
an expert mycologist
before eating as it has

a deadly lookalike,
Galerina autumnalis.

various tree species—mostly
hardwood—through broken
bark and will continue to
decompose the tree after it
has died. Its name refers to
the fact that this mushroom,
when dried, is extremely
flammable and makes an
excellent fire starter. It

was used in the ignition of
Revolutionary War rifles.

It was also found on the
body of a 5,000-year-old
man found frozen in the
Italian Alps. Campers and
survivalists still use it today.

Pleurotus ostreatus.
Common name: Oyster
mushroom.

Edible. Oyster-shaped,
hence the name, it varies
from white to gray or tan
to dark brown and has

a bittersweet scent. It is
primarily a decomposer.
During World War | it
was grown in Germany
for subsistence and has
shown the ability to
digest toxic inorganic
waste. Look for this
mushroom on broadleaf
trees and stumps during
winter thaws.

Sarcomyxa serotina.
Common name: Late
fall oyster.

This edible late fall
mushroom fruits as

late as early winter

in some years. Itis a
decomposer that almost
always fruits in cold
weather, often after the
first frosts. Growing up
to four inches wide on
both coniferous and
deciduous trees, its
colors range from green
to purple to dark brown
to yellow to silvery gray
or some combination of
these.

WONDERFULWV.COM

Fomitopsis pinicola.
Common names: Red-belt
conk, red-belted polypore.

Inedible. Look for this
large, woody fungus

on coniferous stumps
and logs. It is a parasitic
mushroom, though in
mature forests the conk
doesn't interfere with
normal growth. It is
considered an essential
nutrient recycler. It grows
up to 18 inches wide

and its surface is usually
black-brown near the
point of attachment, with
reddish brown zones
outward and a narrow
band of creamy white at
the margin.
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his is a Christmas story, but it

does not begin with the sound of

reindeer hooves on rooftop, or a

snowman suddenly come to life,

or the Whos down in Who-ville.

This story begins with

some seeds. They arrive at the

Clements State Tree Nursery

in West Columbia packed into
heavy sacks. The nursery, operated by the state Division
of Forestry, uses a lot of seed each year. The facility has
about 700,000 seedlings growing at any one time on its
126 acres, with 25 different species of tree, including
four varieties of evergreen.

When the weather begins to warm in mid-spring,
the seed goes into the hopper of a mechanical seeder, a
machine that looks something like a push lawn mower.
Workers push the seeder along the four-foot-wide,
600-foot-long seedbeds they've prepared, depositing
each one a half-inch deep into the soil.

Once in the ground, the seeds receive a thin covering
of sawdust, which helps hold in moisture while they
germinate. “They would dry up and die if you didn’t protect
them,” says nursery property manager Jason Huffman.

The seeds begin to sprout from the ground about
a month later. They are allowed to grow for about 18
months. By this point they will be six to twelve inches
tall, just the right size to be packed up and shipped.

The Clements State Tree Nursery begins taking

orders each fall for its seedlings. Customers can
purchase as few as 25 seedlings or several thousand.
Some of the plants are used in reforestation projects
and coal mine reclamation work, while other customers
order trees just to spruce up their properties. Many of
the nursery’s evergreen seedlings, however, are destined
for Christmas tree farms around the state.

Workers use a plant harvester to lift entire seedbeds
and take them into the nursery’s packing facility.
There, workers pack the roots of the tiny trees into a
polymer gel and ship them to their new homes.

Go Tell It on the Mountain

While most of us only think about Christmas trees
when the weather starts to turn cold, it’s a yearlong
concern for the dedicated farmers who grow them.

Gene Bailey has owned Bluestone Nursery in
Mercer County since 1964. Each year, Bailey welcomes
hundreds of families onto his 97-acre farm to find their
perfect Christmas trees hiding among the rows and
rows of evergreens growing on the property. It takes a
lot of work to get to this point, however.

Throughout the spring, summer, and fall Bailey and
his son-in-law Dave Evans are in a constant battle with
undergrowth, trudging between the rows of trees and
chopping up the vegetation with a brush hog mower. “I
don’t like to use too many chemicals anymore,” Bailey
says. Controlling the brush is especially important
around young trees that could be choked out by weeds.

WONDERFULWV.COM

Gene Bailey, left,
and his son-in-
law Dave Evans
survey a plot of
Christmas trees
where Bailey
recently cut some
underbrush.
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While Bluestone
Nursery’s
annual
Christmas tree
sale doesn’t
begin until
the day after
Thanksgiving,
caring for the
trees is year-
round work.
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Bailey also must contend with pests and disease. He
says nearly all trees contain the mold spores necessary
for root rot and are only waiting for the right conditions
for the disease to take off. He’s also had problems with
buffalo nut, a parasitic shrub that winds around a tree’s
stem and eventually starves its host to death.

The biggest threat to Bailey’s crop, however, has
four legs and a white tail. “With all the disease and
insect problems we've got, deer are the No. 1 pest,” he
says. The damage isn’t hard to spot. More than a few
trees on the farm have had their branches nibbled back
to the stem. Bailey says he could fence his plots, but
the benefit-cost ratio doesn’t work out in his favor. For
now, he’s tying white garbage bags to the limbs of some
trees, hoping they will move in the wind and scare the
deer away.

Once a year, usually in the summertime, Bailey,
Evans, and Evans’ children head into the fields to shape
the trees with hedge trimmers and small saws. It’s a
pretty simple job—workers just trim the branches into
the conical shape of a classic Christmas tree. They
must be careful to only trim the new growth, however,
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or else the trees’ future growth will be impeded. They
also cut down the top of the tree, called the “terminal.”
This causes the tree to grow its branches closer together,
resulting in a denser tree. “Some people like a real
manicured look,” Evans says. “We don’t. Our preference
is to get it a little more natural looking. It's OK if it

gets a few holes in it, because that’s a good place for an
ornament.”

Christmas trees have been Gene Bailey’s lifelong
passion. He started growing his first trees in 1946, when
he was about 12 years old, and sold a few to his relatives.
“Dve always been interested in evergreen trees,” he
says. “When I was in high school, I spent a lot of time
in the library. And most of what I did was looking up
information about evergreen trees.”

In 1947, he went to work on a Christmas tree farm
owned by a doctor in Princeton. He helped harvest trees,
many of which were sold to wholesalers across West
Virginia and as far away as North Carolina. He also
helped develop a few new plots and learned how to tell
one evergreen from another and how to care for the trees.
“Of course, we didn’t know much in those days,” he says.
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Each January, the West Virginia Division of Natural Resources
and Department of Environmental Protection host a Christmas
tree recycling event at the Capitol Market in Charleston.

Although Bailey eventually went off to college and
became a teacher, he kept his job at the Christmas tree
farm for nearly two decades. He remembers exactly where
he was on November 22, 1962 when he learned President
John F. Kennedy was assassinated: He was feeding trees
through a baler. Workers began harvesting trees each
November and, by Christmas, they’d harvested and baled
as many as 7,000.

He left the job when the trees on his own property were
mature enough to be harvested. There were lots of wild
conifers already on the property when Bailey bought the
first section of his farm. He shaped up a few and sold them
as Christmas trees that year but cut the rest down and,
with the help of a neighbor’s team of mules, cleared them
from the hillsides and planted seedlings in their place.

Four decades later, hundreds of families each year
make the trip to Bluestone Nursery to choose and cut
their own Christmas trees. Bailey and Evans open for
business on the day after Thanksgiving and are at the
farm each day until Christmas, from 9 a.m. until dark.

Most of his business comes from surrounding counties,
but people from Virginia, North Carolina, and South
Carolina regularly stop by on their way home from

Thanksgiving dinner. Bailey has even sent trees home
with travelers headed to Florida.

In the Bleak Midwinter

Christmas trees are the centerpiece of holiday
festivities, but most meet a rather inglorious end.
Many of us simply throw our trees to the curb once the
presents are unwrapped and the ornaments go back into
their boxes. But for the past decade, the West Virginia
Division of Natural Resources (DNR) and Department
of Environmental Protection (DEP) have provided a
more purposeful afterlife for Christmas trees.

Each January, on the weekend after New Year’s
Day, DEP and DNR staffers set up shop at the Capitol
Market in Charleston to collect trees for recycling. The
service is free but there’s one requirement. “It’s got to
be a clean tree,” says Sandy Rogers, manager for DEP’s
Rehabilitation Environmental Action Plan (REAP)
program. “We've had them come in with lights still

WONDERFULWV.COM
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Trees collected at the
Capitol Market event
wind up in reservoir
lakes around the state,
where they serve as
fish attractors.
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wrapped around them. And what I hate is the old-
school tinsel.”

In 2015, workers collected 1,500 Christmas trees.
DEP workers and contractors loaded these trees onto
trucks and hauled them to reservoir lakes around
the state. These manmade lakes provide very little
natural cover for fish, so DNR and Army Corps of
Engineers employees, along with local fishing clubs
and other volunteers, take advantage of the lakes’
winter drawdown to place old Christmas trees on lake
bottoms to serve as fish attractors.

“It seems to be working pretty well,” says Jim
Walker, fisheries management biologist at DNR’s
State Wildlife Center in French Creek. DNR targets
a half-dozen lakes each year for the project. If the
water in a reservoir is low enough, workers drag the
trees into place with four-wheelers or haul them in
pickup trucks. Other times, the trees are loaded into
boats and sunk to the bottom with cinderblocks.
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When the water levels are raised in spring,
the trees first attract smaller fish that feed off the
zooplankton growing there. “Once those smaller fish
are there, that’s going to attract your predator fish—
your bluegill, walleye, and catfish. They’re going
to feed on those smaller fish,” Walker says. “They
like to hide and wait for something to swim by, and
they’ll shoot out and grab it.”

Once the larger fish are there, anglers aren’t far
behind. “We try to put a buoy on each one that says
‘fish attractor,’ so people know where to come and fish,”
Walker says. The trees break down after a few years,
since the wood decays as the lake level rises and falls.
When that happens, DNR just trucks in more recycled
Christmas trees. “When we run into people while were
out, they’re like, “Wow, we are so glad you're doing
this,” Walker says. “It’s a win-win situation.”

Or, to put it another way, it’s the gift that keeps
on giving. ' 4
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anta’s not just coming to town this year;
he’s coming to the entire Mountain
State. To welcome him, and to help all
West Virginians stay active through the
long winter, staff at many state parks
have planned a range of programs to
help visitors enjoy natural beauty in this
frosty season.

While some events focus on the holidays, others put a
winter spin on programs offered year-round, and still more
involve one-of-a-kind experiences found only in West
Virginia. As you make plans with your family this season,
consider adding the following possibilities to your calendar.

Christmas in the Park Light Show
Chief Logan State Park | Nov. 24-Dec. 31

Now in its 23rd year, this much-loved holiday tradition
features hundreds of thousands of Christmas lights
decorating a drive that meanders several miles through the
park. Light-up decorations include seasonal characters,
Christmas cards, messages of peace, and more. The event
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is free and reservations are not required, but volunteers will
accept donations to keep the event running in future years.

Christmas at Cass
Cass Scenic Railroad State Park | Nov. 25—-Dec. 31

You may not have known it, but West Virginia plays an
important role in making sure Christmas is a success

for kids around the world. “Cass is where the elves go

to train to see if they’re good enough to be North Pole
elves,” explains Matt Scott, marketing manager with
West Virginia Mountain Rail Adventures. To join in

on the experience, visitors can jump on the EIf Limited
Train at Cass Depot and ride it into the Parliament of
Pines, the ancient grove of hidden Christmas trees where
Santa chooses elves to become North Pole toymakers.
Costumed characters complete the experience, and each
rider gets a banquet bucket of elf snacks and a souvenir
from the Parliament of Pines. Ticket prices run $47 for
adults, $41 for kids 3 and older, and free for kids under 3.
The event runs Wednesday through Sunday evenings at 5
p-m. and 7 p.m. from Nov. 25 through Dec. 11.
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Enjoy miles and
miles of holiday
lights at Chief
Logan State Park’s
annual Christmas
in the Park Light
Show, running until
December 31.
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West Virginia state
parks offer plenty
of holiday activities
for families, from
meet-and-greets
with Santa to
homemade sled
races.

Cass lights up its Main Street for the entire month of
December and, on the evening of Dec. 9, Santa comes
to town to light the Cass Christmas tree, take photos,
and share candy canes and Christmas cheer with his
young fans. The Cass Company Store opens its doors to
shoppers on December 10 and 11, featuring handmade
West Virginia gifts, and the adjacent Last Run Restaurant
will offer holiday baked goods and sweet treats for sale.

Chief’s Challenge Bonfire
and Hiking Tales

Pipestem Resort State Park | Dec. 3

Did you join in on the Chief’s Challenge to hike 100
miles in West Virginia’s state parks and state forests

this year? If so, celebrate your accomplishment with
State Parks Chief Sam England and your fellow hikers!
If not, draw some inspiration from others who have
covered significant ground on the state’s public lands
this year. Chief England says, “The bonfire will be a
general celebration of trails—we’ll have hiking events
that weekend and a little entertainment, but it’s mainly a

chance to sit around and enjoy a campfire in the wintertime
and enjoy the park.”

Park staff will provide marshmallows to roast, and attendees
can share tales of their hiking adventures around the fire. All
are welcome to join, regardless of participation in the challenge,
and the event is free.

Breakfast with Santa
North Bend State Park | Dec. 17
Blackwater Falls State Park | Dec. 18

Kids from all across West Virginia can meet the jolly old elf
himself and perhaps even share a pancake or two at one of
the Breakfast with Santa events held in parks across the state.
At Tygart Lake State Park, Santa fans can meet the big guy,
then take a horse-drawn sleigh ride (weather permitting), visit
Santa’s workshop, and make some crafts of their own to take
home. Mrs. Claus will join her husband at North Bend State
Park, and then Santa makes his last morning appearance for a
brunch buffet at Blackwater Falls State Park, which will also
include Christmas carols and some history on the carols sung.
Visits with Santa are free, but meals incur a per-person fee.
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Canaan Christmas Celebration
Canaan Valley Resort State Park | Dec. 24-25

Many West Virginia families choose to spend their Christmas holiday in

the cabins, cottages, and lodge at Canaan Valley, in part because Santa and
Mrs. Claus make it one of their last stops before heading out on their sleigh

on Christmas Eve. After a holiday buffet that evening, Mrs. Claus reads

“The Night Before Christmas” and leads a round of Christmas carols before
introducing Santa, who brings gifts for the kids. On Christmas Day, the lodge
again puts out an expansive feast, and visitors can enjoy the park’s ice skating,
skiing, and tubing (weather permitting) after opening gifts with their families.

New Year’s Eve Celebrations
Canaan Valley Resort State Park, North Bend State Park, and
Blackwater Falls State Park | Dec. 31

I

Sing “Auld Lang Syne” amidst beautiful surroundings at one of these state
parks, each of which offers a different take on the farewell to the old year and
welcoming of the new. Canaan Valley hosts a family party and an adult party
to appeal to every guest, with a live band in the lounge for adults and games,
confetti, and noisemakers for families. At North Bend, you can enjoy dinner,
dancing, and live music with a more intimate crowd. Blackwater Falls offers
dinner and evening entertainment for its guests to make the last moments of
2016 memorable. Reservations are required for each event.

First Day Hikes

several state parks | Jan. 1

To help West Virginians kick off the new year with a solid start on

their resolutions, several state parks offer staff-led First Day Hikes. At
Bluestone State Park, hikers can learn about the history of the park and

the surrounding area, and park staff will point out wildlife and natural
phenomena to make the hike a fun lesson. At the conclusion of each hike,
participants can enjoy hot drinks to energize them for their next adventure.
Other First Day hikes occur at Kanawha State Forest, Cass Scenic Railroad
State Park, and Pipestem Resort State Park. Participation is free.

Cardboard Duct Tape Sled Race
Blackwater Falls State Park | Feb. 25

I

To cap off the winter season, the staff at Blackwater Falls State Park hosts the
immensely popular Cardboard Duct Tape Sled Race, which pits teams of crafty
sledders against one another, four at a time, in their homemade contraptions.
Teams can only use cardboard, duct tape, and paint to construct their vessels,
which they must be able to exit easily, for safety reasons. Up to five helmeted
members can ride at a time. Event organizers award prizes for best time, best
themed design, and best team spirit. This year’s contest theme is superheroes
and villains, which promises to attract a variety of creative entries. Registration
for the event costs $1 per sled.

“We had a group from Virginia once, all adults wearing bathrobes and
shower caps in a cardboard bathtub with a shower up the back,” says Paulita
Cousin, the park’s naturalist. “They had an absolute ball, which is the whole
spirit of the thing.”

West Virginia’s state parks offer many more activities and events than the

ones listed here. For more information on the above events and the complete
calendar, visit wustateparks.com/calendar. html.
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Get a different view of West Virginia’s natural
beauty with First Day Hikes. Kris Kringle
will make several stops at West Virginia State Parks
throughout the holiday season.

COURTESY OF WV DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE



railblazin

Snowmobiling is a little-known, yet thrilling,
pastime for all ages—and West Virginia's
highlands are a snow sports paradise.

WRITTEN BY MIKENNA PIEROTTI
PHOTOGRAPHED BY CARLA WITT FORD



he upper elevations of Pocahontas
County in winter are not for the faint
of heart. At 4,500 feet, the wind
howls. The snow swells and drifts like
the sea and, from most vantage points,
all you can see is a vast stretch of bare
trees and jagged pines.
But on a certain section of
the Highland Scenic Highway—also known as the
parkway section of West Virginia Route 150, which
runs through the heart of the Monongahela National
Forest—you’ll find groups of diehard snow worshipers
atop Arctic Cat and Yamaha snowmobiles, barreling
through drifts and taking the swaying curves of the
road in stride.

When most of us are bundled up against sub-freezing
temperatures outside, these winter recreation aficionados
are just getting warmed up. “Being a West Virginia native,
I bought my first snowmobile probably in the mid-"80s,”
says Andy Gibson, one of the brave riders you might
run into on the highway. He’s also an outdoor adventure
lead supervisor at Snowshoe Mountain, one of the state’s
premier four-season resort destinations.

A man with 25 or so years of snowmobiling under
his belt, Gibson’s unofficial title is “outdoor adventure
guru” and he takes winter sports very seriously. “It was
just another form of transportation in the winter. It was
something we always did, but it’s also a lot of fun, so it
became something of a passion of mine.”

Although snowmobiling is not the Mountain State’s
biggest winter pastime—that honor probably belongs to
downbhill and cross-country skiing—this high-octane
form of recreation is an underappreciated opportunity for
adventure-oriented people like Gibson. Don't believe us?
Head on out to the Highland Scenic Highway, but only if
you have a good, four-wheel drive vehicle or a snowmobile
of your own.

“The scenic highway runs through some of the most
beautiful terrain in the Monongahela National Forest. The
parkway section of the route, where snowmobilers frequent,
follows the ridgeline for about 22 miles. In the wintertime
they don'’t plow it. They just put up a sign that says ‘No
Snow Removal Beyond This Point.” Once the signs go
up, Gibson says, the sledheads appear, and wheeled traffic
virtually disappears as everything from Cranberry Glades
to Seneca Rocks gets painted over in white and the wind
whips it all into dramatic peaks and valleys.

Riders are restricted to the roadway only, but he
says that’s never been a deterrent among snowmobiling
enthusiasts. “You can get miles and miles of great riding in,”
he says. “And the views are amazing.”

For many who live among the ridgetops in this high
country, snowmobiling is part of life, though most of it is
done on private land. While most of West Virginia has
vast swaths of protected lands where snowmobiles are not
permitted and warmer winter weather in the southern
counties means snowfall isn't always adequate, things are
different here. “With the elevations and the extreme winter
weather, if folks have access to the mountaintops and if they
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use an ATV, chances are they have a snowmobile, too,”
Gibson says. “They have to.”

But novice snowmobilers are also in luck in the
state. In fact, Snowshoe Mountain’s three distinct
snowmobiling adventure tours attract thousands of people
of all experience levels every year. This sport is even
touted as one of the resort’s most popular winter activities.

Ben Brannon, snowmobile enthusiast and former
outdoor adventure manager at Snowshoe, says a lot of
the guests he saw at Snowshoe had never ridden before.
“They’re often Southern skiers who rarely see snow in their
home states and rarely get to go out in it. Snowmobiling
here is a very immersive experience for them.”

Snowmobiling isn’t for everyone, but a tour at
Snowshoe can get even the most nervous rider up
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and running. “It’s an active riding machine. You can’t
just sit on it and steer. There’s motion involved—you
have to lean into turns and move around in the seat.
In challenging terrain we even teach people how to
stand up and shift their weight. You can’t be timid
on it. When the snow is deep, you have to keep that
momentum,” Brannon says.

Snowshoe is famous for its skiing, snowcat tours,
tubing, and off-road Polaris RZR adventures. But
snowmobiling offers high-octane excitement on the level
of jet skiing or ATV riding, set in the awe-inspiring
winter wonderland of Pocahontas County. “These people
are looking for something a little faster, a little more
challenging,” Gibson says. “If they go with us, we’re
going to teach them everything they need to know to

control the machine—proper leaning, how to accelerate
on the turns, and how to brake. We’ll even supply

the helmets. They just have to bring proper footwear,
gloves, and layers—lots of layers.”

For first-timers and families, Snowshoe employees
recommend the resort’s most popular product—the
evening tour along the property’s famous natural
basin. “This is where we do a one-hour tour on the
slopes, where it’s snowmaking-supported. It’s a great
introduction to the sport and it’s perfect for families
because children can ride as well,” Gibson says.

Led by expert guide staff, the tour begins with a
full safety briefing and ample time to practice and get
comfortable before a group is allowed to move out
onto the slopes. Available mid-December to the end of

WONDERFULWV.COM
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March, the one-hour basin tour even permits families
with children as young as 6 and as old as 15 to ride

as passengers over fun but accessible terrain—gentle
inclines, declines, and side slopes that allow riders to
take in sweeping views of the resort and the snow-dusted
mountains beyond.

But if you'd rather ride with sun and wide winter skies
overhead, the daytime backcountry family tour is another
great option, and both children and adults can ride as
passengers. Also great for novice snowmobilers, guides
start with a safety briefing and the pace is slow, progressing
as riders gain confidence moving through scenic vistas—
photo-ops included—and sparkling wilderness trails.
Guests arrive and go through the check-in process on a
demo machine, where adventure staff cover all the basics of
correct riding style and best practices.

From there, adventure staff run at least two practice laps
with guests through all types of terrain. Although this tour
is geared toward the lowest level of rider, the group can split
up based on comfort and skill so everyone has a good time.

The nearly two-hour backcountry family tour is
weather-dependent, however, so Snowshoe adventure staff
recommend signing up for a basin tour and asking about
upgrading later if the weather looks promising. It might
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take a couple of snowfalls to get the perfect conditions, but
the highly trained staff can typically make a determination
at least a week in advance.

But if you'd rather venture off the map entirely and
you have the confidence to pull it off, Snowshoe has a
snowmobiling experience it refers to as “the backcountry
adventure.” This tour also depends on weather and can
take up to two hours. Passengers are not allowed due to
increased chance of rollover when crossing varied terrain.
Although Snowshoe recommends tour guests have some
snowmobiling experience, if youve ridden AT Vs, jet skis,
or motorcycles comfortably, you'll probably catch on fast.
This tour covers miles of somewhat unpredictable ground:
deep snowfields, narrow hill climbs, fire roads, towering
old-growth spruce forests, and even frozen creek crossings
under the right conditions.

No one would disagree that West Virginia’s often-
extreme terrain carries with it unique challenges, but
Gibson says that’s what makes it such a great experience
for anyone who ventures to try gas-powered winter fun.
“A snowmobile is its own beast, its own machine. There
are little quirks and nuances you need to know about.
But by the end of an hour, we can have almost anyone
riding like a pro.” snowshoemtn.com
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DECEMBER 1-31
Christmas in the Park
Featuring two miles of brilliant
light displays, this holiday favor-
ite is open from Thanksgiving
through New Year's Eve, seven
days a week, from 5 to 10 p.m.
Admission is free. Chief Logan
State Park, Logan, 304.792.7125

DECEMBER 2-3, 8-10, 15-17
Let It Snow

Greenbrier Valley Theatre
Lewisburg

304.645.3838 or 866.888.1411

DECEMBER 1-11

Christmas at Cass

Cass Scenic Railroad State Park
Cass

877.686.7245, option 5

Christmas Fantasy Light Show
Krodel Park

Point Pleasant

304.675.3844

Holiday in the Park

Parkersburg City Park and Southwood Park
Parkersburg

304.428.1130

Holiday of Lights Festival
Bluefield
304.327.2448

DECEMBER 2
Christmas Parade
Marlinton
800.336.7009

DECEMBER 2-3, 9-10
Christmas Village Way Back
Weekend Festival

Heritage Farm

Huntington

304.522.1244

DECEMBER 2-3, 9-10, 16-17
Santa’s Christmas Adventure
The Resort at Glade Springs
Daniels

866.562.8054

DECEMBER 2-4, 9-11, 16-18, 21-27
Celebration of Lights

Morris Park

Fairmont

304.366.4550

DECEMBER 3
Christmas Parade
Uptown Beckley
304.256.1776

Christmas Bazaar and Parade
Hinton
304.466.3255

Christmas Parade
Main Street

New Haven and Mason
304.882.3203

DECEMBER 4

East River Mountain Town Band
Christmas Concert

Pipestem Resort State Park
Pipestem

304.466.1800

DECEMBER 8-11

A Ghost Tale for Dickens
Charleston Civic Center
Charleston

304.345.1500

DECEMBER 9-10
The Nutcracker
The Clay Center
Charleston
304.561.3570

DECEMBER 9-11

Ballroom Dancing Weekend
Pipestem Resort State Park
Pipestem

304.466.1800

DECEMBER 10

Visit With Santa and More
Tygart Lake State Park
Grafton

304.265.6144

Christmas Tour of Homes
Bramwell
304.248.8381

DECEMBER 17
Breakfast With Santa
North Bend State Park
Cairo

304.643.2931

DECEMBER 18

Brunch With Santa
Blackwater Falls State Park
Davis

304.259.5216

DECEMBER 24-25

Canaan Christmas Celebration
Canaan Valley Resort State Park
Canaan Valley

304.866.4121

DECEMBER 31

New Year’s Eve Party
Blackwater Falls State Park
Davis

304.259.5216

New Year’s Eve Party
North Bend State Park
Cairo

304.643.2931

Canaan New Year’s Bash
Canaan Valley Resort State Park
Canaan Valley

304.866.4121

NOTE: Times and events are subject to change.
Please call ahead before attending an event.

Subscribe to Wonderful West Virginia!
Call 800.CALL.WVA or visit wonderfulwv.com

MOVING? Take us along! To have your Wonderful
West Virginia subscription forwarded to your new
address, visit wonderfulwv.com and follow the
instructions for address changes or call 800.CALL.
WVA and ask an operator to change your address to
your new location.
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WONDERGRAMS

Share your photos of West Virginia with us!
Send Instagram-style photos to wonderfulwv@
newsouthmediainc.com or use the hashtag
#wondergrams on Instagram.

Cardinal in Jackson County photo-
graphed by Philip Miles; Augusta pond photographed by
Richard Marlow; deer at Blackwater Falls State Park photo-
graphed by Laura Moul; view from Bickle Knob fire tower
photographed by Randy Berisford; Kingwood barn and silo
photographed by Candy Thompson; snowy day in Raleigh
County photographed by Pamela Lilly; First Day Hike in
Kanawha State Forest photographed by Zack Harold; sunset
in Morgantown photographed by Aiden Boone; Sutton
backroad photographed by Jessica Cox; starscape at
Canaan Valley Resort State Park photographed by Jogues
Prandoni; Coopers Rock State Park photographed by
Kimberly Fowler. Photos published at editor’s discretion.

WONDERFUL WEST VIRGINIA | DECEMBER 2016









WONDERE JL
WEST VIRGINIA

August 2017 $3.00
“ ““‘ “ ‘“ “HH“H“ “““ 08
olN744701112029WI2 ‘H““



Jim Justice
Governor, State of West Virginia

H. Wood Thrasher
Secretary, Department of Commerce

Stephen S. McDaniel
Director, Division of Natural Resources

Emily J. Fleming
Deputy Director, Division of Natural Resources

‘Wonderful West Virginia Editorial Staff

Nikki Bowman, Editor

Carla Witt Ford, Photography Editor/Graphic Designer
Zack Harold, Managing Editor

Pam Kasey, Associate Editor

‘Wonderful West Virginia Administrative Staff
Verena M. Mullins, Publisher

Charles Kennedy, Associate Publisher

Michael Bryant, Financial Manager

Jon Castleberry, Circulation

Commissioners

Jeffrey S. Bowers, Sugar Grove

Byron K. Chambers, Romney

Peter L. Cuffaro, Wheeling

David M. Milne, Bruceton Mills

Kenneth R. Wilson, Chapmanville

Thomas O. Dotson, White Sulphur Springs
Gregory K. Burnette, Elkview

Section Chiefs

Verena M. Mullins, Administration

Paul R. Johansen, Wildlife Resources

Jerry B. Jenkins, Law Enforcement

Sam England, Parks and Recreation

Joe T. Scarberry, Supervisor, Office of Land and Streams

Editing, Layout, & Design
New South Media, Inc.

709 Beechurst Avenue, Suite 14A
Morgantown, WV 26505

Printed by
Chap Printing Company
Charleston and Parkersburg, WV

Wonderfil West Virginia (USPS—415-660; ISSN 0030-7157) is published monthly by the State of West Virginia Division of Natural Resources, 324
Fourth Ave., South Charleston, WV 25303-1228. Periodical postage paid at Charleston, WV. Postmaster: Send changes to Wonderful West Virginia,
324 Fourth Avenue, South Charleston, WV 25303-1228. www.wvdnr.gov
Subscription Rates: Domestic: 1-year $18.00, 2-year $36.00, iPad 1-year $12.00, iPad and Print 1-year $20.00; Newsstand Single Copy: $3.00,

Call 304.558.9152, or 800.CALL.WVA. Address all editorial correspondence to the editor. Viewpoints of our authors do not necessarily reflect Brook trout by

those of the Division. Copyright 2017 by State of West Virginia Division of Natural Resources. Although reasonable care is taken, the editor and . .
the Division of Natural Resources assume no responsibility for unsolicited manuscripts or photographs. It is the policy of the Division of Natural Reuben Browni ng. Instagram.com/
Resources to provide its facilities, accommodations, services, and programs to all persons without regard to sex, race, color, age, religion, national reuben.browning

origin, or handicap. Proper licenses/registration and compliance with official rules and regulations are the only source of restrictions for facility use

or program participation. The Division of Natural Resources is an equal opportunity employer. Discrimination complaints should be directed to:

Director, West Virginia Division of Natural Resources, 324 Fourth Ave., South Charleston, WV 25303-1228. Wonderfil West Virginia is a copy-

righted publication and may not be copied or reproduced in whole or in part without the express written consent of the editor.

To subscribe call 800.CALL.WVA or visit wonderfulwv.com.



AUGUST ...

PAGE 26 PAGE 22
Tucker County  Jefferson County

PAGE 22
Kanawha County

PAGE 4
Pendleton County

PAGE 16
Nicholas County

PAGE 22
Mercer County

4

THE IRON ROAD

Adrenaline junkies can get a taste of rock climbing
with no experience necessary at NROCKS Outdoor
Adventures.

By Lori Kersey

10

GALLERY

Photographer Reuben Browning gives us an
up-close look at the trout in West Virginia's streams,
no waders necessary.

16

A WHOLE DIFFERENT WORLD

Experience a seldom-seen side of West Virginia below
the surface of Summersville Lake.

By Zack Harold

22

LEGACY OF LEARNING

West Virginia's historically black colleges and universities
have helped to shape the world.

By Pam Kasey

26

BAND OF BIRDERS

Each fall, a dedicated troupe of volunteers descends
on Dolly Sods to collect important data about
migrating birds.

By Anna Patrick

DEPARTMENTS

2 Editor's Letter

3 Contributors

3 Letters to the Editor
3 Bookshelf

31 Events Statewide
32 WONDERgrams

Enjoying a late-summer swim in Summersville Lake.
Photo by Nikki Bowman
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editor’s letter

recently spent a marathon day in
Summersville reporting this month’s
story about scuba diving (page 16). On
my way home, I nosed my Subaru off
U.S. Route 60 just east of Smithers
and made the familiar winding drive to
my paternal grandmother’s house. Momaw
Harold, we grandkids call her.

She didn’t know I was coming, although
that wasn’t a concern—she’s the kind of
grandma who doesn’t mind an unexpected
visit. I stopped because I wanted to see her,
but also because I heard she had unearthed
an interesting artifact of our family’s history.
And, in a bit of writerly serendipity, it was
something that would give me a deeper

understanding of the story I was working on.

Sitting on a twin bed in my dad’s old
bedroom, I watched as she dug a box out of
the closet. She opened it, dug around a bit,
and extracted a creased leaf of onion skin
paper. It read: “Please change Paul Lambert
Harold from laborer at $2.30 per hour to
powderman at $2.80 per hour effective
October 28, 1964.”

My grandfather was laid off from the
Elkem Metals Plant in Alloy in the early
1960s. Inactivity was not an option, with
a wife and five kids at home, but jobs were
scarce. One night he asked the people of his
church to lay hands on him and pray. Not
long after, he was offered a job working on
the Summersville Dam.

It was taxing work. Dad remembers
Popaw coming through the door of their
four-room coal camp house in Jodie and
lying face down in the middle of the floor,
wracked with what the blasting crew called
“powder headaches.” Yet he kept going back
day after day, until the economy steadied and
he was able to return to the plant.

Summersville Lake opened in 1966,
and it didn’t take long before it became a
top tourist destination. My grandparents
picnicked with their kids along the lake’s
shores. My dad practically lived at the Battle
Run Campground as a teenager.

I've made my own memories there. I
learned to drive a stick-shift on the secluded
roads surrounding the reservoir. It's where I first

2 WONDERFUL WEST VIRGINIA | AUGUST 2017

An employee reclassification slip issued
to my grandfather when he worked at the
Summersville Dam.

XSS The Harold clan in the early
1970s, clockwise from top left: Richard (my
dad), Rose Ann, Shelly, Sam, Shirley, Paul,
and Doug.

piloted a boat. And, later this summer, it’s where
I'm planning to make my first scuba dive.

Looking at that dam and all the water it’s
holding back, I marvel at the men like my
grandfather who subdued Nature to create a
lake where there wasn’t one before.

They weren't thinking of flood control or
hydroelectric power or tourism. They just
wanted to pay the grocery bill. And yet, for all
their hard work, we are all so much richer.

See you at the lake,

ZACK HAROLD, Managing Editor
wonderfulwv@newsouthmediainc.com

Follow me on:
Instagram: zack.harold



Zack Harold is a
Southern West Virginia
native. He covered
education, health, and
government at the
Charleston Daily Mail
before becoming the
newspaper’s features
editor. He joined New
South Media in 2015,
became managing
editor of WV Living in
January 2016, and took
over as managing editor
of Wonderful West
Virginia in July 2016.

Pam Kasey has traveled,
brewed, farmed, coun-
seled, and renovated,
but most loves to write.
She has degrees in
economics from the
University of Chicago
and in journalism from
West Virginia University.
She and her husband
and their teenage son
live in Morgantown with
their cats, Perry and
Kellin.

Lori Kersey is a native
of Sissonville and a
graduate of Marshall
and Morehead State
universities. She lives in
Charleston, where she
is a writer and editor.
When she’s not writing,
you can probably find
her riding her bike or
taking in West Virginia's
live music scene.

WEST VIRGINIA BOOKSHELF

HIKING WATERFALLS IN WEST VIRGINIA:
A GUIDE TO THE STATE’S BEST WATERFALL HIKES
by Johnny Molloy

$22.95, 6x9, 214 pages, paperback

This guide will take you through state and national
parks, forests, and wilderness areas and from popular
city parks to the most secluded corners of West Virginia
in search of the state’s most spectacular waterfalls.
Hiking Waterfalls in West Virginia includes detailed hike descriptions as
well as history, local trivia, and GPS coordinates, along with maps and
color photos for about 100 of the state’s most scenic waterfall hikes.

A GUIDE TO HAUNTED WEST VIRGINIA
by Walter Gavenda and Michael Shoemaker

$12.95, 6x9, 272 pages, paperback

Did Chief Cornstalk really put a curse on Point Pleasant?

Does a troop of phantom cavalry haunt the battlefield at

Droop Mountain? Get a different view of Mothman and

the Flatwoods Monster and learn all about Screaming

Jenny with this book, which covers every area of the state
and is full of ghostly sites to visit. Find out if things that go bump in the
night might also go bump during the daytime.

WEST VIRGINIA IMPRESSIONS
Photography by Brian Lemasters and Steve Shaluta

$9.95, 9x8, 80 pages, paperback

In this photographic tribute to the Mountain

State, Lemasters and Shaluta skillfully capture

the unique character of West Virginia—from the

pristine forests in the Dolly Sods Wilderness to
Class V river runs, from the New River Gorge Bridge to cardinals perched
in snow-covered trees.

Anna Patrick, a Canaan
Valley native, studied
communications at West
Liberty University. During
that time she interned at
the Charleston Gazette-
Mail, where she fell in love
with feature writing. She is
now a freelance journalist
and enjoys sharing stories
of people from all over
the Mountain State.

ORDER FORM

Mail form and check to:

Call: 304.342.1848
Email: wvbooks@wvbookco.com

featured contributors

POSTCARD FROM THE PAST

We received a pleasant surprise when we opened

the June 2017 issue. The upper postcard on page 14
shows my sister, Jean Anne Winkler Hadder, seated on
the diving board.

It was the summer of 1951. Jean Anne had just
graduated valedictorian of St. Albans High School
and had enrolled at William Jewell College in Liberty,
Missouri. She met her future husband at the school
and, after a brief stint as an Army wife, she was
employed by the U.S. State Department at three
Central and South American embassies. She also
accompanied her husband to Saudi Arabia, where he
was employed by the Saudi government.

She went to be with the Lord in December 2002.
Seeing that old postcard in the magazine brought
back many memories. Thank you.

DAVID WINKLER, Hopewell, VA, via mail

Write to us! We would love to hear from you.
Send your comments to 709 Beechurst Avenue,
Suite 14A, Morgantown, WV 26505 or email us at
wonderfulwv@newsouthmediainc.com.

West Virginia Book Company
1125 Central Avenue
Charleston, WV 25302

QUANTITY TITLE PRICE AMOUNT
Hiking Waterfalls in West $22.95
Virginia: A Guide to the
State’s Best Waterfall Hikes
A Guide To Haunted $12.95
West Virginia
West Virginia Impressions $9.95
Subtotal
West Virginia residents add 6% sales tax
SHIPPING: $4.50 covers 1st AND 2nd book Shiopi
$.50 for each additional book IPpPIng
TOTAL
NAME
ADDRESS
CITY STATE ZIP
PHONE

VISA / MASTERCARD / DISCOVER / AMERICAN EXPRESS

EXP. DATE

CVV#
(3 digits on back of card)

SIGNATURE
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icture it. You're standing on a
suspension bridge strung 150 feet off
the ground between two razorback
edges of a rock formation high in the
mountains of Pendleton County. You

see treetops swaying beneath you with

each shaky step.

Each year, thousands of outdoor
enthusiasts flock to NROCKS Outdoor Adventures
in Circleville, West Virginia, for their chance to cross
that bridge and the rest of the three- to five-hour
Via Ferrata, or “iron road,” course. Visitors hike
breathtaking trails and climb rock faces using steel
rungs—all while safely hooked to a cable that runs the
length of the course and is anchored to the rock.

The origins of this style of climbing are hazy, but a

via ferrata as we know it today dates back to World War

I, when both Austro-Hungarian and Italian armies

WONDERFUL WEST VIRGINIA | AUGUST 2017

built protected climbing routes to transport troops
and supplies through otherwise impassable mountain
ranges. Today, via ferratas are mostly used by outdoor
enthusiasts, a way for even the most inexperienced
adventurer to experience the thrills of rock climbing.

Set in Stone
The via ferrata came to West Virginia in the
early 2000s. Stu Hammett, an attorney living
in Maryland, purchased 142 acres of the Nelson
Rocks Preserve in 1997 with the goal of making
it a climbing park. The rocks are part of the same
River Knobs that include nearby Seneca Rocks and
Champe Rocks. “There was some climbing already
established there, but it was largely not very well
explored or documented,” Hammett says.

He found the property in the time between two
unrelated tragedies in his personal life—his father

COURTESY OF NROCKS OUTDOOR ADVENTURES



COURTESY OF NROCKS OUTDOOR ADVENTURES

and his 8-year-old died six months apart. His son,
Pierson, had a rare heart rhythm ailment. “He was a
great kid. I wasn’t sure at first what I was going to do
about Nelson, because I knew Pierson loved Nelson. He
had told me that he was excited about it as I was.”
Hammett, a rock climber who had suffered a fall a
few years earlier that broke his back and left him with
limited mobility, built trails and cabins on the property.
But his climbing park did not catch on as anticipated. “I
thought word would spread like wildfire because it was
essentially a new climbing area being made available.
But it was a lot slower than I was expecting.” He began
looking for a way to boost his income and move to West
Virginia full-time. That’s when he heard about the via
ferrata at Torrent Falls in Kentucky’s Red River Gorge,
the first to be built in the United States. Hammett
climbed the course in January 2002. “After I saw
what they had—and how it was so solid from a safety

The idea of building protected climbing routes has likely been
around for centuries but Austrio-Hungarian and Italian troops
invented via ferrata as we know it today during World War |, as
a way to safely transport troops and supplies through the Alps.

standpoint and yet very exciting—I knew that I could do
one at Nelson,” Hammett says.

By June of the same year, he opened the via ferrata at
Nelson Rocks—the nation’s second and West Virginia’s
first and only. To install the route, Hammett took on
the role of general contractor and hired a crew of fellow
climbers. Each was experienced in sport climbing, which
requires drilling stainless steel bolts into the rock, as
opposed to the traditional style where climbers use the
rock’s natural cracks for hand- and footholds.

Things finally started falling in place once the Via Ferrata
opened. Even from the first season, Hammett was confident
the venture was going to at least be able to support itself.
John Hall, owner of Virginia-based Endless Horizons,
bought the property in 2009 and expanded the operation.
He rebranded the park as NROCKS Outdoor Adventures
and, over a two-year period, added a welcome center,
expanded lodging, and began offering zipline canopy tours.

WONDERFULWV.COM
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COURTESY OF NROCKS OUTDOOR ADVENTURES

The Via Ferrata remains NROCKS’ main attraction, with
10,000 to 15,000 people completing the course each year.

Follow the Iron Road

The minimum age for the route is 13 years old. David
Huber, Endless Horizons’ director of program operations,
says people in their 70s have climbed the Via Ferrata.
Still, the route is not for the faint of heart, as Hammett’s
wife, LaVonne, found out.

The Hammetts used to rock climb together before
Stu’s injury. She tried the Via Ferrata and got only as far
as the ledge leading to the bridge. “It wasn’t the height,
but it was all the movement,” she says. “The bridge
moved. The trees moved. The clouds moved. And what
you take in visually, your brain reacts to it.”

“My feet would go out on the bridge, but my knees
said, ‘If you take one more step I'm buckling, and then
you're crawling back on your stomach.” LaVonne tried
two or three times but never made it across.

The route has several areas near the beginning where
people can get off, should they decide the heights are too
much. Huber says the staff is good at gauging who might
need extra help. “They’re trained to safely guide people
to the ground,” he says. “It’s just part of the process, you
know. It’s not for everyone.”

Very few people turn back, though, even if not
everyone wants a second go at it. State Delegate Pat

McGeehan of Chester tried the Via Ferrata during

a family vacation to Canaan Valley a few years ago.
McGeehen isn’t much of a thrill seeker—he was just
planning on taking the kids to a petting zoo when his
younger brothers came up with the idea of going to
NROCKS.

“That’s the first time I ever went rock climbing,”
McGeehan says. “It was exciting. The views were
breathtaking. It definitely gives you a little bit of a workout.”
While he enjoyed the experience, McGeehan says it may be
the kind of adventure he experiences only once.

Others thrive on the adrenaline rush. Katie Welch,

a 24-year-old EMT from Morgantown, has been rock
climbing for more than five years, taking on crags at
Seneca Rocks, the New River Gorge, and Coopers
Rock State Forest. While a via ferrata might seem like a
tamer experience than free-climbing a rock face, “from
a rock climber’s perspective, I thought it was fun but
still challenging,” Welch says. “I always felt safe. But at
a couple points, even as a climber, it got a little exciting
getting close to the edge.”

On the suspension bridge, Welch’s guide told
climbers to take a moment to sit on one of the rungs.
“That was such a cool thing, to sit down and there’s just
you and the planks and all this open space,” she says.
Welch said she’d recommend a visit to NROCKS to

anyone. “It’s a great way to get into climbing.” ¢

WONDERFULWV.COM
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he rocky spine of Seneca Rocks.
The Glade Creek Grist Mill

at Babcock State Park. The
gleaming Capitol dome set against
a kelly green mountainside. The
New River Gorge Bridge, as seen
from the rocky outcrop at the end
of the Long Point Trail.

No pictures are necessary to conjure these images
in the mind of a well-traveled West Virginian, and
for good reason. They’re gorgeous. Unforgettable.
They are also inescapable, emblazoned on countless
coffee mugs, refrigerator magnets, and mousepads.

It’s only natural to crave a view of our scenic state
that hasn’t already been photographed to death. So,
imagine a valley where a river once ran, with rock
formations as big as houses and rock faces stretching
to 50 and 100 feet, populated by animal life few
people have seen in its natural habitat.

This place exists, and anyone can visit. You just
have to find someone who will take you beneath the
surface of Summersville Lake.

Diving the Dam

Danny Martin has been diving the lake since 1996,
when he agreed to trade work on some jet skis for
scuba certification classes. “I said, “‘What the heck,
I'll try it. If T like it, great. If I don’t, they’ll just
have to pay me.’ I loved it.” He kept going back for
training until he was certified to teach others how to
dive. “I enjoyed it so much, I wanted other people to
have the same experience,” he says.

Now, with more than two decades of diving
under his weight belt, Martin knows the lake as well
as anyone and can show his students all the most
interesting spots. Long Point is probably the most
popular destination. Once the dive boat moors at
this often-photographed peninsula, students have
the choice of heading off in one direction to explore
cliffs, swimming another way to check out huge
rock formations, or kicking their way through one of
the multiple swim-throughs that run beneath Long
Point.

Another popular diving spot is Bubble’s Cave.
It’s not actually a cave, but an undercut in the rock
that created an air bubble. Divers can swim up, fill
the dome with fresh air from their regulators, and
surface inside the bubble for a quick chat. Martin
also takes divers to Waterfall Cove, where the
bottom of the lake slopes off from the shore. It’s not
uncommon to find a wristwatch lost by one of the
scofflaws who risk a $5,000 fine to jump from the
cliffs above.

But Martin’s favorite place to dive is the face of
Summersville Dam itself. It’s not too scenic—"what
you see above water is pretty much what you see
below water,” he says—but it’s a great place to come
nose-to-nose with a catfish or bass. “You just feel so
free. It’s a whole different world.”

1 8 WONDERFUL WEST VIRGINIA | AUGUST 2017

Sarge’s Dive Shop has taught generations of scuba divers in the clean, clear waters
of Summersville Lake.

MARK ALLEN



MARK NADLER

The rock formations that line the shores of Summersville
Lake also continue beneath the surface, giving scuba
divers plenty of places to explore. These photos show the
popular Wedge Rock when the lake is at its summer pool
level and after the water is drawn down for the winter.

“A Good Deal of Dynamite”

The magic of Summersville Lake lies in its history.
Before the reservoir was West Virginia’s largest body
of standing water, it was a tangle of hollows hemmed
by ancient rock faces.

When Congress passed the Flood Control Act
of 1938 as part of a raft of bills meant to loosen the
grip of the Great Depression, the legislation included
$48.5 million for the construction of the dam on
the Gauley River in Nicholas County. Construction
would not begin for more than two decades as land
agents bought up property for the project, including
the entire communities of Gad and Sparks. Workers
finally broke ground in February 1960. The dam took
six years to complete.

In September 1966, President and First Lady
Lyndon B. and Lady Bird Johnson came to
Summersville for the dedication. “As we look out
at this magnificent new dam and reservoir to our
backs,” the president said, “I have renewed hope
that still other resources—the power of science and
the determination of man—will, along with a little
prayer and a good deal of dynamite, empower us to
quench the thirst of generations to come.”

Boaters were on the water almost as soon as
the lake was filled. The lake became an even more
popular hangout with the opening of campgrounds
and the beach. But not everyone was content to
remain on the surface.

When State Police Sergeant Robert Adams
transferred to the Summersville detachment in the early
1970s, it didn’t take him long to break out his scuba
gear. “He could not believe what he saw,” says Mark
Allen, who later heard Adams recall the experience.

Adams saw that the rock formations jutting above
the water also continued deep below, providing a diver
with lots of nooks and crannies to explore and aquatic
life plenty of places to live. He also found that, because
the shores of the lake were surrounded by rock cliffs
and not sand or dirt, the wave action near the shores
did not muddy the water. The underwater visibility,
on good days, stretched to 20 feet and beyond. And
because the dam was constantly pulling the coldest
water from the bottom of the lake, the lake maintained
a comfortable temperature.

The Army Corps of Engineers might have
intended to build a flood control dam but, Adams
discovered, it inadvertently ended up creating a scuba
diver’s playground.

Adams sensed a business opportunity and, while
still working as a state trooper, opened “Sarge’s Dive
Shop” in a garage on U.S. Route 119. He and his sons
began offering classes and outfitting fellow divers.
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MARK ALLEN

If divers want lots of visibility, it's best to avoid the lake right after it fills up
to its summer pool level in May. By mid-June things have cleared up a bit, and
the conditions persist through August, when the Army Corps of Engineers
begins drawing the lake down for Gauley Season.

The Little Bahamas

Allen showed up at Sarge’s in 1979. Then 24 years old, he’d been
obsessed with scuba diving since he was in seventh grade. He would
rush home from school to catch reruns of Sea Hunt, which starred Lloyd
Bridges as a scuba diving, crime fighting former U.S. Navy frogman.

There was nowhere to learn to dive in Allen’s native Moorefield,
however, and his parents weren’t crazy about the idea anyway. But by
1979, Allen was teaching high school science at Midland Trail High
School, just a 20-minute drive from Summersville. He took diving classes
from a guy in Oak Hill named Cooter. On the day he completed his
certification, Allen drove straight to Sarge’s to buy a set of diving gear.
He kept taking classes until he was a master diver and began teaching
classes and working at Sarge’s shop over the summers. The dive shop
eventually moved from the garage to a spot near the lake marina. Allen
and his brother Eric bought the place in 1990 when Adams retired.
Since then they have welcomed divers from all over the United States,
who come to the lake to see why Skin Diver magazine once dubbed
Summersville “the Little Bahamas of the East.”

Mike Nadler started going to the lake regularly after he opened
Divehards International, his Pittsburgh-based diving instruction
company. “It’s a little hike, but well worth my time.”

He says his students appreciate the wealth of hotel, camping, and
dining options in the area. But the lake is the main attraction. “The
biggest thing for me is, it’s warm and relatively good visibility,” Nadler
says. The variety of depths available also make it a great place to safely
train beginning divers.

There’s only one downside. “It’s sort of hard to explain why you don’t
start your diving earlier,” he says. Since Summersville Lake is a flood
control dam—filled to 300 feet each spring and drawn down to about 230
feet each fall—conditions aren’t right for diving until around mid-June,
and scuba diving trips have to stop around the beginning of September.

It’s just part of doing business for Nadler, but he says it sometimes

leads to confused calls from customers. “What do you mean they’re filling
the lake?” @
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A Legacy of
LEARNING

West Virginia’s historically black colleges and universities
have helped to shape the world.

WRITTEN BY PAM KASEY

wasn't enough just to free the slaves, it quickly became apparent after the Civil War. There had to be

pathways for freedmen and freedwomen to become full participants in society. Colleges dedicated to the
education of black Americans were a critical part of the solution.
A few black colleges operated already before the war. But dozens were established after 1865 to serve

the newly freed slaves and their families—some with federal backing, and many through affiliation with
the African Methodist Episcopal and other churches.
“The original purpose was to educate African Americans really in two main subjects: teaching and
nursing,” says Anthony L. Jenkins, president of West Virginia State University, one of West Virginia’s
two remaining Historically Black Colleges and Universities (HBCUs). “The actual push was to educate African American
women before African American men, and those were heavily female-dominated work environments or careers even then.”
Here is a look at three of West Virginia’s HBCU, past and present, and some of the world-changing men and women
who emerged from their halls.
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COURTESY OF WEST VIRGINIA STATE ARCHIVES

Students on
the steps of
Storer College,
undated.

Storer College (1867-1955)

After the Civil War ended in 1865, Nathan Cook Brackett of
the U.S. Christian Commission set up schools in the Potomac
region of the Virginias to educate freed slaves. His teachers
were missionaries from the Northeast, but it would make more
sense, he realized, to train and employ black teachers for the
task. With the backing of Maine philanthropist John Storer
and the Free Will Baptist Society, Brackett established Storer
Normal School in Harpers Ferry. It occupied the Lockwood
House and other former armory structures.

Located at the site of abolitionist John Brown’s raid on a
U.S. armory, Storer Normal School, later Storer College, held a
unique place among black colleges. The escaped slave-turned-
social reformer Frederick Douglass served as a Storer trustee
and delivered a famous speech about John Brown on campus in
1881. An early meeting of the Niagara Movement, forerunner
to the NAACP, took place on campus in 1906.

Storer became a four-year college in 1938 but was never
accredited. When the Supreme Court ended school segregation
in 1954 with Brown v. Board of Education, the state of West
Virginia withdrew support for the college. It closed in 1955.

Storer’s campus became part of Harpers Ferry National
Historical Park and may be visited there today.

NOTABLE STORER
COLLEGE ALUMNI

J.R. Clifford (1875) became the first
black lawyer in West Virginia. He fought
for civil rights both as a lawyer and in
his weekly Pioneer Press, one of the
most widely circulated African American
newspapers in the country.

Coralie Franklin Cook (1880), the

first known college graduate among
descendants of Thomas Jefferson's
slaves at Monticello, became a
distinguished professor of elocution at
Howard University and was active in the
women'’s suffrage movement.

Nnamdi Azikiwe (1927), an advocate of
Nigerian and African nationalism, became
the first president of Nigeria in 1963.
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CLOCKWISE FROM

The original
Mahood Hall burned

in 1937. West Hall was
a men'’s dormitory
when Bluefield was

a residential college.
Bluefield Colored

Institute class of 1905.

Virginia Clark Hebert,
class of 1932.

Bluefield State College (1895—present)
Black Americans migrated by the thousands in the
decades after the Civil War to work in West Virginia’s
Southern coalfields. In 1895, the West Virginia
Legislature established the Bluefield Colored Institute
to educate blacks in the region.

Like many other black colleges, Bluefield started
primarily as a teaching institute—it was renamed
Bluefield State Teachers College in 1929. The name
changed again in 1943 to Bluefield State College to
recognize its expansion into a broader curriculum.

Brown v. Board of Education led to diversification
of the student body and faculty. Tensions flared in the
1960s as white enrollment grew and the college’s first
white president appointed only white faculty. When
a bomb tore through the campus gym in 1968, the
president closed the dormitories for good, transforming
the college to a commuter-only campus.

Today, Bluefield State serves students at two
campuses: the original campus in Bluefield and a
satellite campus in Beckley. Its enrollment stands at
about 1,360 and it grants several hundred associate’s and
bachelor’s degrees every year.
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NOTABLE BLUEFIELD
STATE COLLEGE ALUMNI

Maceo Pinkard (1913) was a
renowned composer, bandleader,
lyricist, and music publisher. Among
his many songs, “Sweet Georgia
Brown"” was widely recorded and
became the theme song of the
Harlem Globetrotters.

Elizabeth Drewry (1933) became in
1950 the first black woman elected to
the West Virginia Legislature. Along
with other advocacy, she introduced
legislation in 1955 that allowed
women to serve on juries, bringing
West Virginia into line with the rest of

the nation on gender and jury service.

COURTESY OF BLUEFIELD STATE COLLEGE



COURTESY OF WEST VIRGINIA STATE UNIVERSITY

West Virginia State University (1891-present)
The second Morrill Act of 1890 required states to either show
that race was not an admissions criterion at their land grant
colleges or establish separate institutions for black students.

In response, West Virginia established the West Virginia
Colored Institute in 1891. It offered the equivalent of a high
school education as well as vocational training and teacher
preparation. It later offered college degrees and, after achieving
accreditation, became West Virginia State College in 1929.

State integrated quickly following Brown v. Board of
Education: Five years later the student population was less than
half black, and 10 years later it was less than a quarter black.

As one of 19 land grant HBCUs across the nation, State
has the same teaching, research, and extension mission as
West Virginia University. “We have 38 extension programs
throughout West Virginia,” President Jenkins says. “We help
annually over 20,000 West Virginians—whether it’s dealing
with livestock, growing crops, nutrition, health, wellness, all of
those things.”

Granted university status in 2004, WVSU has more than
3,500 students and awards more than 400 bachelor’s and
master’s degrees each year. “We are a public, land grant,
historically black institution that has evolved over the years
as a fully accessible, racially integrated, multigenerational
institution with over 22 nations represented,” Jenkins says, “a
living laboratory of human relations. I see us as a university of
national distinction that helps students find their passion—and
we've done that for 126 years.”

CLOCKWISE FROM
eI Sd Cap and

gown portrait in front
of Ferrell Hall, 1930s.
WVSU'’s aviation
program produced
several Tuskegee
Airmen; these two
photos are from the
1940s. The college
started integrating in
the 1950s.

NOTABLE WEST VIRGINIA
STATE UNIVERSITY ALUMNI

Katherine Coleman Goble Johnson (1937),

“The Human Computer,” was among the women
mathematicians employed by NASA's predecessor
organization. She calculated trajectories for the earliest
American space flights. In 2015 she received the
nation’s highest civilian award, the Presidential Medal
of Freedom, from President Barack Obama. She was a
central figure in the 2016 film Hidden Figures.

Judge Damon J. Keith (1943), has served on the

U.S. Sixth Circuit Court of Appeals since 1977. Among
his landmark cases is his earlier 1972 U.S. v. U.S. District
Court ruling that forced Attorney General John Mitchell
to release transcripts of illegal wiretaps. The Nixon
administration appealed the decision to the U.S.
Supreme Court, which upheld what has come to be
known as “the Keith decision.” Keith's many distinctions
include the NAACP's highest award, the Spingarn Medal.

Earl Lloyd (1950) was, as a member of the Washington
Capitols, the first black player to play in a National
Basketball Association game—just one of the racial
barriers the top defensive player broke. He was
inducted into the Basketball Hall of Fame in 2003.
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alph Bell was flat on his back, his eyes
scanning the sky.
He had been catching birds in the Red

Creek Campground at the Dolly Sods

Wilderness, recording each bird’s sex and

age and placing a small band containing a

unique set of numbers, like a Social Security
number, around each bird’s leg before setting it free. The
numbers served as an individual identification system—if a
banded bird was recaptured by a different banding station or
reported by an average citizen, ornithologists would be able to
learn about its migration patterns.

After five years of running his bird-banding operation
from the campground, Bell could tell that, for all the
migrating birds he caught, many more were flying over his
makeshift research center. He could tell they were headed
southwest but couldn’t figure out how to get to them.

So, one day, he stopped what he was doing. He got
on the ground, lay on his back, and looked up at the sky.
He watched the warblers and the thrushes overhead. He
watched the hawks flying south. He looked for patterns in
their flight.

Eventually, he rose, walked across the campground
parking lot, and followed a narrow deer path out to the edge
of the mountain. That’s where he saw them: dozens and
dozens of birds funneling through a natural opening in the
mountain ridge.

On their migration path, the birds would fly along
the Allegheny mountain range, which runs east to west,
before cutting through the mountain’s opening to continue
heading south. Bell could see that that opening, which
formed a natural bowl at the rim of the mountain located
in Grant County, was where he needed to be. So, in 1963,
having launched the bird banding operation in 1958,

Bell moved the Allegheny Front Migration Observatory
(AFMO) from the Red Creek Campground to that
opening he discovered along the little deer path.

It’s been six decades since Bell started catching and
banding a sample of the birds migrating south over Dolly
Sods. He didn’t know it at the time, but from his little patch
in the Alleghenies, Bell was founding what would become
the oldest continuously running bird banding station in
North America.

*x * ok
After his sixth grade teacher introduced him to birds, Todd
Schnopp started carrying his dad’s old binoculars around
on the family farm. With a bird book sticking out of the
back of his pants, the 12-year-old would walk around his
farm, seeing if he could identify any of the birds tucked in
the trees.

That same year, Schnopp visited the AFMO for the first
time. His sixth-grade teacher took him. The boy watched
as volunteers carefully picked up birds that had flown into
one of the observatory’s nets running along the mountain’s
rim. He saw them place the birds in brown paper bags to
keep them calm. Runners would then walk the birds to the
banding station, a temporary structure volunteers put up
every year.
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Standing quietly off to the side, Schnopp’s face lit up
with excitement the first time he saw a bird bander pull
an animal from a bag just feet away. Getting to see a
Swainson’s thrush or a black-throated blue warbler up close
was so different from seeing it through his binoculars.
“You get to see things you never see when theyre in a tree,”
Schnopp says. “Like their brilliant color.”

It took years of showing up and watching before Bell
started teaching Schnopp how to remove birds from the
nets. Once he reached his 20s and “lost sight of what was
real for a while,” as Schnopp puts it, he stopped making the
regular trip to Dolly Sods. When he eventually returned,
Bell’s daughter Joan Bell Pattison was in charge and didn’t
know who Schnopp was, so he had to start all over again—
visiting the AFMO every chance he could, standing off to
the side and observing, and returning again and again to
show he was someone who could be trusted.

Schnopp, now 50, has his master bander’s license and is
co-leader of the station’s operations with Bell Pattison. He
often gets the pleasure of pulling a bird out of a bag and
watching as visitors light up, just like he did as a child.

When the banding program started, its original
intention was to track migration patterns. Now the data

The AFMO catches
its birds using large
nets spanning 6,

9, and 12 feet in
length. Volunteers
pluck the birds from
the nets and attach
a number band

to one leg before
releasing them back
into the sky.

JOAN BELL PATTISON



JOAN BELL PATTISON

When AMFO founder Ralph Bell met people
that he could tell shared a passion for birds
and the outdoors, he used to say: “They have
the fire.”
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The AFMO is

now the oldest
continuously
running bird
banding station in
North America.

is being used to help ornithologists learn about the
longevity of species, population changes, feeding behavior,
movement patterns of hunted species, and more.

Anywhere from 3,000 to 10,000 birds fly into the
AFMO’s nets each year. In 2016, volunteers banded a
total of 5,423 birds covering 77 species. Every year, after
all the birds have been logged and numbers totalled, Bell
Pattison submits the data to the U.S. Geological Survey’s
Bird Banding Laboratory, which oversees the North
American Bird Banding Program from the Patuxent
Wildlife Research Center in Maryland.

The operation depends on a squad of about 25 volunteers
each year. “We have so many that want to volunteer,” Bell
Pattison says. “It’s difficult to tell people ‘No.” The
way I do it is, we just watch for years. People come up
there for years. And you know who’s really interested
and who you can count on.”

* Kk ok
Volunteering at the AFMO isn’t an easy job. Once the
station opens in the middle of August, it doesn’t close
until the beginning of October. Volunteers wake up before
dawn every day to unroll the nets and prepare for the birds
to start passing through. The observatory needs people
who are prompt, committed to keeping the birds safe,
and dedicated to learning—it takes years to learn how to
properly identify birds before volunteers can receive their
master bander’s licenses.
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Sheila Berry and her husband, Jeff, never intended to
be bird banders. They just happened upon the AFMO
one September during a romantic two-week vacation at
the Red Creek Campground before getting married in
a private ceremony in Dolly Sods. “It was just going to
be the two of us and our dog,” Sheila says. Instead, their
wedding was attended by their dog Oreo and a dozen
of their new bird-banding friends.

Jeff and Sheila returned to the Red Creek
Campground each year to celebrate their anniversary.
Year after year, they would wake up with the sun to
watch their bird-banding friends work. They would ask
questions and maybe get to hear a songbird’s heartbeat.

Finally, after eight or nine years of camping along
Red Creek, waiting for the sun to rise and the birds
to come, Sheila and Jeff finally heard the question
they’d been waiting for: “Would you like to learn
how to help?”

The Berrys now save up all their vacation time so
they can volunteer with the AFMO. They camp at the
Red Creek Campground the entire month and serve as
the observatory’s station managers.

“We never thought we’d be getting up at 5 o’clock
in the morning on our vacation,” Sheila says. “But it is
so worth it to go up and hold a bird in your hand that
you know in a matter of days will be in Argentina or

the Caribbean.” #°

JOAN BELL PATTISON
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AUGUST 1-5

Pickin’ in Parsons
Five River Campground
Parsons

304.478.3515

AUGUST 2

"Wings of Wonder," Birds of Prey
Lost River State Park

Mathias

304.897.5372

AUGUST 3-5

21st Annual Blackberry Festival
Clarksburg City Park

304.622.3206

Eight Rivers Quilting Party
McClintic Library

Marlinton

304.799.6122

AUGUST 4

Mountain State Cruisers Classic Car Show

Berkeley Springs State Park
Berkeley Springs
304.258.5660

AUGUST 4-5

Blenko Festival of Glass
Blenko Glass Company
Milton

877.425.3656

AUGUST 4-6

5th Annual Peach Festival
Romney

304.822.7477

AUGUST 5

Gritty Chix Mud Run
ACE Adventure Resort
Minden

877.787.3982

Terror of the Tug
Pipestem Resort State Park
Pipestem

304.466.1800

Treasure on the Mountain
Snowshoe Mountain Resort
Snowshoe

304.572.5671

AUGUST 5-6

Captain Thurmond 28.5 Mile Triathlon

Fayetteville
304.663.2302 or 304.640.8161

AUGUST 6, 13, 20

Kayak Instruction and Tour the Lake

Beech Fork State Park
Barboursville
304.528.5794

AUGUST 7-12
Mason County Fair
Pt. Pleasant
304.675.5463

AUGUST 10-19

West Virginia State Fair
Fairlea

304.645.1090

AUGUST 11-12

Blues, Brews, and BBQs Festival
Snowshoe Mountain Resort
Snowshoe

877.441.4386

AUGUST 12

Insect Walk with Sue Olcott
WYV Botanic Garden
Morgantown

304.322.2093

Mountain Trail Challenge Half
Marathon & 5K Run

Watoga State Park

Marlinton

304.799.4087

Rails & Ales Festival
Harris Riverfront Park
Huntington
304.696.5990

Storyteller Bill Lepp
Beech Fork State Park
Barboursville
304.528.5794

AUGUST 17

Brunch with Margaret Blennerhassett

Blennerhassett Island State Park
Parkersburg
304.420.4800

AUGUST 16-19
Summerfest
South Charleston
304.746.5552

AUGUST 18-20

5th Annual West Virginia Tattoo Expo

Morgantown Event Center
Morgantown
304.626.5541

AUGUST 19

Family Fireworks Adventure
Blennerhassett Island State Park
Parkersburg

304.420.4800

AUGUST 19-20

Pro Watercross National
Championship

Magic Island

Charleston

304.344.5075

AUGUST 22-26
Doddridge County Fair
West Union

304.873.1742

AUGUST 23-26
Frontier Days
Shinnston
304.592.5631

AUGUST 25-27
31st Annual VIPP Picnic
Blackwater Falls State Park

Davis
304.558.2764

Appalachian Festival
Downtown Beckley
304.252.7328

BOW Quest — Weekend for Women
North Bend State Park

Cairo

304.634.2931

AUGUST 26

4th Annual Summersville Lake
Lighthouse Festival

Mt. Nebo

888.872.5580

Summer Brew and Wine Fest
Beverly Heritage Center

Beverly

304.637.7424

The Van-Dells

Pipestem Resort State Park Amphitheater
Pipestem

304.466.1800

AUGUST 26-27
Spartan Race Trifecta Weekend
Summit Bechtel Reserve

Glen Jean
304.465.2800

AUGUST 26-SEPTEMBER 2
Barbour County Fair
Philippi

304.823.1328

NOTE: Times and events are subject to change.
Please call ahead before attending an event.

Subscribe to Wonderful West Virginia!
Call 800.CALLWVA or visit wonderfulwv.com

MOVING? Take us along! To have your Wonderful
West Virginia subscription forwarded to your new
address, visit wonderfulwv.com and follow the
instructions for address changes or call 800.CALL.
WVA and ask an operator to change your address to
your new location.
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WONDERGRAMS

Share your photos of West Virginia with us!
Send Instagram-style photos to wonderfulwv@
newsouthmediainc.com or use the hashtag
#wondergrams on Instagram.

Blackwater Falls State Park photo

by Amanda Tinney; foggy New River Gorge Bridge in
Fayetteville photo by Eric Mitchell; Coopers Rock State
Park overlook photo by Amber Balsinger; Mercer County
sunset photo by Michael Barton; cottage in Harpers
Ferry photo by Cindi Dunn; snail in Preston County
photo by Lori Turner; Hawks Nest State Park overlook
photo by Olivia Cait; ruby-throated hummingbird in Lost
River photo by Jon Howard; West Virginia State Fair in
Fairlea photo by Kevin Jack; Spruce Pine Hollow Park in
Hedgesville photo by Katie Richard; riding bikes on the
West Fork River Trail in Marion County photo by Don
Dequasie. Photos published at editor’s discretion.
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editor’s letter

did not get into journalism because I

enjoy writing. There’s a lot of truth in the

old saw about authors who “hate writing,

but love having written.” Crafting a

good story is the most mentally draining
experience I've ever had. Every word presents
a new problem. Each new sentence has the
potential to ruin my whole day.

Here’s what really attracted me to this
stressful and much-maligned profession:
access. Reporters are allowed to be nosy.
You're allowed to ask questions that, in any
other context, would be considered rude.
You're allowed to go places you would
otherwise never see. People let you into
their offices, into their homes, into their
most personal thoughts. It’s exciting and
humbling. It’s also incredibly addictive.

I got my first taste of this when I was still
in high school, writing for the Charleston
Gazette’s FlipSide program, which gave
teenagers a whole page in the Saturday
newspaper. On a whim, I applied for
press credentials for a drag race in Bristol,
Tennessee. To my surprise, I was approved.
They gave me a lanyard and a very official-
looking badge and, before I knew it, I
was standing beneath the light tree with

my notepad and Kodak digital camera as
dragsters peeled off the starting line. I've
been hooked ever since.

I had another of those only-in-journalism
moments while putting together this month’s
issue. I got to visit the old Memorial Tunnel
in eastern Kanawha County. I've driven
past it many times but, since it closed to the
public about a month before I was born, I've
never been inside it. The tunnel is now used
for emergency training for military personnel
and first responders. Members of the public
aren’t generally allowed inside. Unless, of
course, youre a reporter.

It was fascinating to learn about all the
trainings that take place in that burrow
beneath Paint Creek Mountain. But the
thing that impressed me most was how the
West Virginia National Guard took an asset
that seemed no longer useful and, with a
little creativity, gave it a brand new life.

To me, it’s a quintessential West Virginia
story. We've always had to be a resourceful
people. Instead of looking for something
new and shiny, West Virginians are masters
at taking what we already have and finding a
new use for it.

Carlee Lammers’ story on page 26
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follows a similar thread. Back in the 1950s,
the staff at the Petersburg State Trout
Hatchery in Grant County realized one

of their rainbow trout had an odd, gold
coloring. Recognizing an opportunity,
they selectively bred that fish to create the
golden rainbow trout. Now those fish will
be released into waters all over the state as
part of April’s inaugural Gold Rush.

It’s finding these kinds of stories that keeps
me excited about journalism. So, whenever
T'm stuck at my kitchen table fretting over
words that just won’t seem to go together, I
remind myself that I'll soon be back in the
field meeting people, asking questions, and
learning new things. Thank you, dear reader,
for letting me do that for a living.

Until next time,

ZACK HAROLD, Managing Editor
wonderfulwv@newsouthmediainc.com

Follow me on:
Instagram: zack.harold



Zack Harold is a
southern West Virginia
native. He covered
education, health, and
government at the
Charleston Daily Mail
before becoming the
newspaper’s features
editor. He joined New
South Media in 2015,
became managing
editor of WV Living in
January 2016, and took
over as managing editor
of Wonderful West

Carlee Lammersisa
Maryland native and a
graduate of West Virginia
University. She moved to
Charleston in May 2016,
where she is a reporter at
the Charleston Gazette-
Mail. When she's not
working, you'll find her
running, trying new foods,
or binge-watching her
favorite shows on Netflix.
She's passionate about
exploring West Virginia

After 15 years as a
locomotive engineer,
Steve Shaluta
changed careers in
1985 devoting 29
years as a photogra-
pher for West Virginia
Tourism. His images
have been featured in
countless publica-
tions. Steve retired in
2015 and now travels
and focuses on wildlife
photography full time.
steveshaluta.com

featured contributors

LOCOMOTIVE MEMORIES

Your article “Steam in Their Blood” (December 17) brought

As a senior writer for
University Relations at  }
West Virginia University
since 2011, Jake Stump
helps tell the story of
“"Mountaineer Nation.”
In a former life, he was a §
newspaper reporter for
the Charleston Daily Mail
and The (Morgantown,
West Virginia) Dominion
Post. He also has a
master’s degree in
sociology and co-wrote
a children’s book. H

back many early childhood memories of the timber
community of Three Forks of Williams River, where | was
born in 1929. My dad had been a fireman on one of the
Shay steam locomotives at Three Forks before he and mom
were married at Richwood in 1926. Dad took his bride to

Three Forks, where they set up housekeeping in one of the

shanty cars. Mom became the community postmistress.
A model of a Shay steam locomotive, built by my father,
is on display at the B&O Railroad Museum in Martinsburg.

WANDA GILES HIGH, Winchester, VA, by mail

PRETTY AS A PICTURE
| am a Charleston native and longtime subscriber of the
magazine. | have written about the Babcock Mill and

: thought that it was a great painting on the cover until |

noticed that it was actually a photograph. Either way, it is
a beautiful cover. STAN COHEN, Missoula, MT, via email

Write to us! We would love to hear from you.
Send your comments to 709 Beechurst Avenue,

and working with at-risk

Virginia in July 2016. kids in the Mountain State.

WEST VIRGINIA BOOKSHELF

TUMULT ON THE MOUNTAINS:
LUMBERING IN WEST VIRGINIA,
1770-1920 AND RIDERS OF THE FLOOD

Combo Price $37.50 (Reg. $50.45)
You save $12.95!

Tumult on the Mountains chronicles West
Virginia's lumber industry over 150 years.
Most of the information and photographs
were collected from “old-timers”
who fondly recalled their life in the lumber business. Clarkson’s book
emphasizes the day-to-day work life of the stalwart men who worked in
this difficult—and at times dangerous—business. The novel Riders of
the Flood by W. E. Blackhurst is a fictionalized account of that same era,
taking readers inside the lives of the fearless, hardy men who spent their
lives taming the West Virginia wilderness.

HOT DOGS FROM ALMOST HEAVEN: A HOT DOG
LOVER’S BEST FRIEND

by Harry Lynch

$6.95, 104 pages, 5.5x8.5, paperback

Few places are more passionate about hot dogs than

West Virginia. We like our buns steamed, our chili

smooth, our onions finely chopped and, most of all, we
like our dogs topped with creamy coleslaw. This book doesn’t stop at
West Virginia—style hot dogs, however. With recipes for chili, toppings,
and side dishes, you'll be ready for company whether you want to cook
dogs Chicago-style for two, Coney Island-style for 20, or West Virginia-
style for 90.

MUSHROOMS OF WEST VIRGINIA AND THE
CENTRAL APPALACHIANS
by William C. Roody

$35, 5.5x8.5, 521 pages, paperback

This easy-to-use, detailed guide is for both the

beginner and the expert mushroomer. Organized

for convenient field use, the guide describes and
illustrates around 400 species, with high-quality color photographs of
mushrooms in their natural settings to make the identification process
even easier. Descriptions include common names, a discussion of look-
alike species, scientific names, and extensive commentary regarding
edibility and traditional cultural uses for mushrooms.

Suite 14A, Morgantown, WV 26505 or email us at
wonderfulwv@newsouthmediainc.com.

ORDER FORM

Mail form and check to:

West Virginia Book Company
1125 Central Avenue
Charleston, WV 25302

Call: 304.342.1848
Email: wvbooks@wvbookco.com

QUANTITY TITLE PRICE AMOUNT
Tumult on the Mountains:
Lumbering in West Virginia,
1770-1920 and Riders of the
Flood $37.50
Hot Dogs from Almost
Heaven: A Hot Dog Lover’s
Best Friend $6.95
Mushrooms of West
Virginia and the Central
Appalachians $35
Subtotal
West Virginia residents add 6% sales tax
SHIPPING: $4.50 covers 1st AND 2nd book
$.50 for each additional book  Shipping
TOTAL
NAME
ADDRESS
ary STATE zIP
PHONE

VISA / MASTERCARD / DISCOVER / AMERICAN EXPRESS

EXP. DATE CVV#
(3 digits on back of card)

SIGNATURE

WONDERFULWV.COM
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TUNNEL VISION

After the Memorial Tunnel closed to
traffic, it got a whole new life.

WRITTEN AND PHOTOGRAPHED BY ZACK HAROLD

WONDERFULWV.COM 5



ack when David Pugh started
working for the West Virginia
Parkways Authority in the early
1980s, he’d spend several days
each month flagging traffic at the
Memorial Tunnel in Standard.
Every few weeks, maintenance crews
had to scrub exhaust buildup from
the tunnel’s ceiling and yellow-tiled walls using a big
machine that looked like a street sweeper turned on
its side. “It usually took them two days to scrub one
lane,” says Pugh, who is now a roadway manager with
the Turnpike.

The tile was state-of-the-art when the tunnel
opened in 1954, designed to be extra reflective so
it would catch motorists” headlights. Generations
of West Virginians stared out their car windows at
the pale yellow grid. The tile in the tunnel became
something like those “Welcome to West Virginia”
signs at the state border—a signpost that you were a
little bit closer to home.

It has now been more than 30 years since the
tunnel was open to traffic, and the iconic tile has long
since lost its lustre. On the tunnel’s south end, much
of it has fallen down. In places where it remains, the
tile is covered in indecipherable spray paint graffiti. A
little farther up, it’s coated in a lumpy concrete-like
substance. And at the tunnel’s north end, the tile has
been painted black.

6 WONDERFUL WEST VIRGINIA | MARCH 2018

This isn’t the work of vandals or a result of
neglect. These battle scars are just an indicator of
the tunnel’s new life as a training ground where
military personnel, law enforcement, and first
responders learn to save lives in some of the worst
disasters imaginable.

Big Dig
From the beginning, the Memorial Tunnel was
designed with safety in mind.

State lawmakers saw the need for a highway
connecting northern West Virginia to the southern
coalfields, allowing drivers to bypass some of the
state’s most treacherous roads. The Legislature
approved funding in 1947 for a feasibility study for
a four-lane highway stretching from Princeton, in
Mercer County, all the way to Wheeling, in the
Northern Panhandle.

Governor Okey Patteson then appointed a
Turnpike Commission in 1949. Members quickly
decided a four-lane would cost too much and shrunk
the proposed road to a two-lane highway with a
northern terminus in Fairplain, in Jackson County.
But decisionmakers ruled that plan too costly as
well, and designs were changed yet again. The West
Virginia Turnpike would now run 88 miles from
Princeton to Charleston.

But even this scaled-back project still had a major
obstacle to overcome: Paint Creek Mountain.

The Memorial Tunnel

in eastern Kanawha
County doesn’t look
quite the same as when
it first opened in the
1950s.

COURTESY OF WEST VIRGINIA STATE ARCHIVES
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Construction of the Memorial Tunnel began in 1952.
Workers moved 91,000 cubic yards of earth to build the
28-foot-wide, 25-foot-high, 2,800-foot-long tunnel,
completing the project in just over two years for a price
tag of $5 million.

It was a marvel of mid-century engineering. The
lighting could be dimmed or brightened with the flip of a
switch. There was an automatic ventilation system, with
big fans at either end to pump exhaust fumes out of the
tunnel. There was that specially designed reflective tile.
And, perhaps most impressive, the tunnel was equipped
with a closed-circuit television system, making it the first
tunnel in the U.S. to be monitored by cameras.

The novelty eventually wore off. By the mid-1980s,
the tunnel cost $500,000 a year to maintain. And
because the rest of the turnpike had been expanded to
four lanes, the two-lane tunnel created a bottleneck that
often backed up traffic for miles. So the state set to work
on a two-mile, four-lane, $35 million bypass to take
traffic around Paint Creek Mountain.

The last car passed through the Memorial Tunnel
on July 7, 1987. Parkways officials gave the honor to
Tommy Graley, a turnpike maintenance worker who
lived about a mile from the tunnel. He was accompanied
by his wife Bonnie, daughters Connie and Angel, and
a police escort. Not long after, Don Williams, a heavy
equipment salesman from Virginia, led the first line of
northbound traffic across the new bypass.

A few years after it was closed, engineers working

8 WONDERFUL WEST VIRGINIA | MARCH 2018

on Boston’s Big Dig tunnel project used the Memorial

Tunnel to conduct fire tests—that’s where the lumpy

concrete covering some of the tile came from. Findings

from those tests later informed the design of the

Chunnel connecting the United Kingdom and France.
The tunnel was then used as storage for the West

Virginia Parkways Authority. It seemed its useful

life was over—until the West Virginia National

Guard realized what could be done with a big, empty,

subterranean space.

A New Lease on Life

In the early 2000s, with a growing threat of terrorism
worldwide, military units and civilian emergency
personnel began training to respond to chemical,
biological, and nuclear threats. There weren't a lot of
places to get that kind of training, however, so then—
West Virginia National Guard Adjutant General Allen
Tackett, who grew up not far from the Memorial Tunnel,
suggested turning the old tunnel into a training complex.
Tackett got some help from U.S. Senator Robert
C. Byrd, who in 2000 secured $5 million in U.S.
Department of Defense funding for the project. The
West Virginia Turnpike Authority then gave the
National Guard a 50-year lease on the facility.
Now, nearly two decades later, the tunnel has
hosted the U.S. Army Rangers, the U.S. Coast Guard,
members of the New York City Fire Department,
the Internal Revenue Service, the West Virginia

Although the
tunnel’s south
side is still visible
from the West
Virginia Turnpike,
the north side is
now hidden and is
showing its age.



COURTESY OF THE WEST VIRGINIA NATIONAL GUARD

TOP: In addition to the facilities beneath the mountain, the Memorial Tunnel
complex also features a helicopter landing pad and a steep hillside where first
responders can practice car rescues. BOTTOM: The tunnel features a building
with modular walls, allowing trainers to reset rooms for tactical maneuvers.

WONDERFULWV.COM 9



Clockwise from top right: An upside down car used for trainings, a mock post
office complete with junk mail in the boxes, a recreated Afghan cave, a pile of
mannequins outside the tunnel’s collapse course, a mock chemical lab.
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State Police, the West Virginia National Guard, and
countless other groups.

A new group of trainees roll into the tunnel every
few weeks. The trainings are customized for their exact
needs. The tunnel is a blank canvas, allowing teams to
construct just about any scenario they might encounter
in the real world. They might rescue someone from a
wrecked car or remove hazardous materials from a blue
Volvo tractor trailer, secure the mock chemical lab after
an explosion, or deal with a bomb threat in the pretend
post office or train station. Trainees can even practice
tactical maneuvers in a decommissioned Chicago subway
car. “The only subway in West Virginia,” quips Craig
Mueller, the National Guard’s operations manager at the
Memorial Tunnel complex.

“They can turn the lights off and have nighttime
training during the day,” Mueller says. Trainers can add
smoke or sound effects to make things more stressful.
“T've been in here before when it looks like a zombie
apocalypse,” Mueller says.

When a special forces team was headed to
Afghanistan, crews at the tunnel built a mock cave
complex to mimic those used by the Taliban. But the
most harrowing scenario is at the tunnel’s northern end.
It’s a jungle of busted concrete, mangled cars, broken
glass, metal shards, and snakes of rusty rebar, all meant
to replicate a collapsed parking garage.

It’s difficult to see until Mueller points it out, but there
is a path through the wreckage. Trainees have to traverse
the route—crawling through culverts and between small
gaps in the concrete chunks—to rescue victims. It’s a scary
enough site with full lighting, but trainings here are often
done in low light with smoke and sound effects pumped
in. Actors are outfitted with prosthetic injuries and placed
throughout the course to groan in pain and scream for help.
It’s as close to a real disaster as a training can get.

It’s strange to think these nightmare scenarios are
playing out just a few hundred yards from the Turnpike.
As first responders pull survivors from the rubble or
learn to diffuse a bomb or clean up spilled nuclear waste,
people drive by, oblivious to what’s happening just
beneath Paint Creek Mountain.

No doubt, some of the passing motorists look over and
admire the art deco lettering and American flag that still
hang above the tunnel’s closed mouth. Maybe they get
nostalgic, remembering what it was like to drive through
the tunnel on the way to a family vacation in Myrtle Beach,
South Carolina, or a school field trip at the Capitol in
Charleston. Maybe there’s a pang of sadness when they
realize they’ll never see that iconic yellow tile again.

Of course, the Memorial Tunnel is as alive as ever.
And even if the drivers on the Turnpike don't realize it,
the work that’s going on beneath Paint Creek Mountain
could one day save their lives. #

WONDERFULWV.COM

Among the
Memorial Tunnel’s
training areasis a
decommissioned
Chicago subway car.
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JOSH SHACKLEFORD

Sweat bee

Yellow jackets
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Bumblebee
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Carpenter bee
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Honey bees
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Sweat bee

Wasp
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FLYING
HIGH
AGAIN

After decades of decline,
bald eagles are back.

WRITTEN BY JAKE STUMP
PHOTOGRAPHED BY STEVE SHALUTA
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RODNEY DAVIS

potting a bald eagle soaring through the West Virginia skies a half-century The West Virginia Division of Natural
Resources asks bird watchers to

. .. L. report any bald eagle nests they
scarce in West Virginia that the Division of Natural Resources reported find. See contact information on

ago would have been a rare spectacle. By the early 1980s, the bird was so

only one bald eagle nest in the entire state, located in the Trough near page 25.
Moorefield, Hardy County.

Back then, the United States’ national symbol was on the verge of
extinction. A variety of factors—ranging from the widespread use of
pesticides to the logging industry to actual government-sponsored bounties

on dead birds—led to dangerously low eagle populations.

But bald eagle populations have recovered, slowly and surely, thanks to wildlife
preservation efforts and the banning of certain pesticides. The U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service removed the bird from its list of endangered and threatened wildlife in 2007.

To date the DNR has documented 86 bald eagle nests in West Virginia, says State
Ornithologist Rich Bailey. “The number of active nests increases every year. The steady
increasing trend—about five or 10 percent annually—shows no signs of abating,” Bailey says.
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While vultures hold their wings in a V shape and large hawks slightly
raise their wings, bald eagles soar with their wings almost flat.

Learning from Our Mistakes
To understand the reemergence of the bald eagle, one must look
at what led to its near demise.

There may have been as many as 100,000 nesting bald eagles
in the nation when the Founding Fathers selected the bird to
appear on the Great Seal of the United States in 1782. But by
the 1950s, only around 400 nests were known.

Perhaps the greatest contributor to this decline was DDT,

a popular pesticide widely used to kill common pests like lice
and mosquitoes. “We started seeing wide use of DDT for

insect control after World War I1,” says Jim Phillips, a retired
naturalist who still monitors the birds through regular surveys
at Pipestem Resort State Park. “The excess ended up being
washed into the water systems. Smaller organisms took it in and
they went up the food chain. Soon ospreys and pelicans and
eagles were eating fish with high levels of DDT and were unable
to raise babies.”

Although DDT is not itself lethal to eagles, it disrupts the
birds’ calcium metabolism. The pesticide can make the birds
sterile and cause females to lay unhealthy eggs with thin shells.
These problems began to subside when the U.S. government
banned DDT in the 1970s.

Compared to other states, West Virginia did not have a
huge population of bald eagles to begin with. Eagles thrive
in environments near water, and the lack of large fish-laden
bodies of water kept the populations relatively low. The logging
industry also may have driven wildlife away at the turn of the
20th century. “There was a big logging boom in West Virginia
timber into the early 1900s,” Bailey says. “There may have been
a scarcity of suitable nest sites, since they usually nest in very
large trees.”

But now, many of those forests have grown back, and the state
also has many more bodies of water. “We have the Ohio River
and the New River, but once people added more ponds, lakes, and
dams, that helped improve the eagle population throughout West
Virginia,” Bailey says.

And, up until a few decades ago, it wasn't uncommon for
people to shoot eagles. Around the turn of the 20th century, state
and federal agencies even offered hunters as much as $2 per bird
because they were considered a nuisance to farms and livestock.
The problem of human predation largely ended in 1973 when
Congress enacted the Endangered Species Act. Bald eagles
were among the first animals to be protected by the law.
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EAGLE EYE

Pipestem Resort State Park will hold its 13th Winter Eagle Survey
on March 3, 2018. To register, email or call Julie McQuade at

julie.a.mcquade@wv.gov or 304.466.1800, or contact Wendy or Ron
Perrone at Three Rivers Avian Center at trac@tracwv.org or 304.466.4683.

Dress appropriately for the weather and take snacks and water and, if

possible, binoculars.
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From January to June, eagles are most commonly seen
near places with large rivers and lakes.

Birds as Barometers

Nowadays, life is good for bald eagles in West
Virginia. Food is abundant—the state’s waterways
are stocked with fish, and the birds often feed off of
roadkill and deer carcasses.

Eagles are now found in many more places than
to the Trough in Hardy County. From January to
June, eagles stay within close proximity of water.
“Nests started showing up along the Ohio River, from
Huntington to Hancock County, and in the Eastern
Panhandle,” Bailey says. “T'he Cacapon and Potomac
watersheds are great spots, and there’s a sizeable
population in the New River watershed.”

During non-breeding season, it’s not uncommon
to see eagles all over the state, although sightings are
a little more rare in coalfield counties. “The water
quality for the birds is poor and there may not be a lot
of good food or fishing for them,” Bailey says.

For Bailey, eagle gazing isn’t quite the rare treat it
used to be. “Encounters with the public are becoming
more common,” he says. “Although it’s not the ‘holy
cow’ moment it once was, an eagle sighting is still neat
to see.”

Bailey urges the public to report any eagle nest
sightings to the DNR so it can monitor them. You can
also join Phillips and other volunteers on their annual
eagle surveys, one in January and one in March, in the
Bluestone—New River area. “I still watch them and get
excited,” Phillips says. “I've seen many people become
bird watchers just from their first sighting of an eagle.”

But bald eagles’ comeback isn’t good news for just
birders. Phillips says the vitality of the species says a
lot about West Virginia as a whole.

“Birds are a barometer of the environment. If
they’re having trouble, what’s bothering them will
eventually bother people, too. You can judge the
health of an environment by the birds.” #

m If you spot a bald eagle nest, call

304.637.0245 or send the date, time, and
location to: Wildlife Resources, West Virginia
Division of Natural Resources, P.O. Box 67,
Elkins WV 26241.
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ny seasoned angler will tell you—land a
West Virginia golden trout, and you've
had a lucky day. This elusive, bright yellow
color phase of the rainbow trout has
become a prized catch in the Mountain
State. Many people have been fishing their
whole lives and have never caught one.

But this April, anglers will have a
unique opportunity to strike gold when the state Division of
Natural Resources releases nearly 25,000 golden rainbow trout in
lakes, streams, and rivers from Barboursville to Berkeley Springs
for the state’s inaugural Gold Rush.

“Only one out of 10 trout is golden. It makes it pretty difficult to
catch,” says Jim Hedrick, Gold Rush organizer and manager of the
DNR’s Hatchery Program. “If you've never caught one and wanted
to, here’s your chance.”

Striking Gold

The story of the golden trout begins in 1949, when the White
Sulphur Springs Federal Hatchery sent the Petersburg State Trout
Hatchery in Grant County a special gift: 10,000 young rainbow

COURTESY OF THE WEST VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
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The Bowden Hatchery in Randolph County.

[TYR eIl Despite their unique coloring, golden trout are genetically identical to
typical rainbow trout pictured here.

trout. Fewer than 300 of those trout survived, but
the hatchery continued to breed the remaining fish,
eventually establishing a good brood stock.

By 1955, hatchery staff noticed gold spots on a fish
they nicknamed Little Camoflauge. Because of her
unique color, former Petersburg Hatchery manager
Vincent Evans moved Little Camoflauge to a separate
rearing pond, where she continued to grow. More than
a year later, her gold spots had turned into a band of
golden scales.

Hatchery staff selectively bred Little Camoflauge and her
offspring for several years, perfecting coloring of the fish and
getting their size comparable to the rainbow trout. “I don’t
believe you'd ever see one of these formed in the wild on its
own. I couldn’t imagine that you would,” says Jeff Williams,
the current Petersburg hatchery manager. “We breed golden
with golden and they produce golden fry. If you mix a
rainbow in with the gold, they’re really pale. They don’t
get the bright gold color. A true golden rainbow is really
bright-colored.”

A few years later, the hatchery decided it was time
to introduce the golden rainbow to the public. The fish
were stocked alongside regular rainbow trout in 1963, to
commemorate West Virginia’s centennial. The golden
rainbow trout have remained a small part of the DNR’s
stocking efforts since then, at a ratio of one golden trout
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CARLA WITT FORD

A young angler
struck gold at
Spruce Knob Lake.

for every 9 rainbow trout. “Basically it’s been a novelty ever
since. Kids really like catching it because it’s gold. It’s special,”
Hedrick says.

Some anglers will tell you the fish don’t bite as eagerly as the
rainbow trout do, making them more difficult to catch. That might be a fish tale,
however. Although they look quite different from their rainbow cousins, Williams
says golden trout are genetically identical. “It’s basically a variation in color caused by
a pigment in the fish. They’re not an albino or anything like that,” he says. “It’s just a
different color.”

A Golden Opportunity

Beginning the week after Easter, over two dozen public bodies of water will see more
golden rainbow trout than ever before. “They are distributed the whole way across
the state. We tried to make, as best we could, a Gold Rush stocking location as close
to as many people as possible,” Hedrick says.

The goal of this first-ever Gold Rush is to get families and young kids excited about
the West Virginia golden rainbow trout and fishing in general. That’s why officials
planned the event with families in mind. The selected stocking locations have easy
parking and are located near other accommodations. And the weeklong event will take
place April 2-8, when many students will be on spring break. “The beauty of this i,
when we go to a stream or a lake and we stock golden trout, you don’t have to be there
the same day,” Hedrick says. “They’re not going to catch them all.”

You don’t need a golden ticket to participate in the Gold Rush—if youre 15 or
older, you only need a current West Virginia fishing license and a trout stamp.

For more information about the Gold Rush, including a complete list of locations
and instructions for how to get a fishing license, visit www.wvgoldrush.com. 4
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STRIKE
GOLD

The Division of Natural Resources will
stock only golden rainbow trout in a
different location each day of April's
Gold Rush. Stocking locations include:

» Barboursville Lake in Barboursville
» Bear Rock Lake near Valley Grove

» Berwind Lake in the Berwind Lake Wildlife
Management Area near War

» The Blackwater River in Tucker County

» Boley Lake in Babcock State Park in Clifftop

» Cacapon Resort State Park in Berkeley Springs
» Cedar Creek State Park in Glenville

» Coopers Rock State Forest in Bruceton Mills
» The Cranberry River in Pocahontas County

» French Creek Pond at the West Virginia
State Wildlife Center in French Creek

» Little Beaver State Park in Beaver

» Mason Lake in the Pedlar Wildlife
Management Area in Western

» Mountwood Lake in Mountwood County
Park near Deerwalk

» North Bend State Park Lake's tailwaters in Cairo
» Opequon Creek in Berkeley County

» Pendleton Lake at Blackwater Falls in Davis
» Pipestem Resort State Park in Pipestem

» R.D. Bailey Lake's tailwaters in Wyoming and
Mingo counties

» Rollins Lake near Ripley

» Shavers Fork Upper and Lower Section in
Randolph County

» South Branch (Smoke Hole) in Pendleton
County

» Spruce Knob Lake in Riverton
» Stonewall Resort State Park in Roanoke

» Tomlinson Run State Park Lake in New
Manchester

» Tygart Lake State Park in Grafton
» Wallback Lake in Clay County
» Warden Lake near Wardensville

» Watoga State Park in Marlinton



March Events sss.5589152

gotowv.com | wvstateparks.com/calendar.html

MARCH 2

The Linsly Extravaganza
Capitol Theatre

Wheeling

304.233.4470

MARCH 2-3

Don Quixote

Charleston Civic Center Little Theater
Charleston

304.342.6541

MARCH 2-4
Homegrown Festival
Snowshoe Mountain Resort
Snowshoe

877.441.4386

MARCH 3

Eagle Survey

Pipestem Resort State Park
Pipestem

304.466.1800

Murder Mystery Dinner Theater
Tygart Lake State Park

Grafton

304.265.6144

Full Moon Hike

Cass Scenic Railroad State Park
Cass

304.456.4300

MARCH 3-4

WV Fishing, Hunting

& Outdoor Sports Show
The Ruby Community Center
at Mylan Park

Morgantown

304.288.4244

MARCH 7

Foreigner

WVU Creative Arts Center
Morgantown
304.293.7469

Harlem Globetrotters
Big Sandy Superstore Arena
Huntington

800.745.3000

MARCH 8

Five for Fighting with String Quartet
Keith-Albee Performing Arts Center
Huntington

304.696.6656

MARCH 9-11

Montani Semper Liberi - Music & Art
at Oak Glen Festival

Oak Glen Little Theatre

New Cumberland

304.374.7474

Ballhooter Spring Break 2018
Snowshoe Mountain Resort
Snowshoe

877.441.4386

MARCH 10

Star Party

Green Bank Observatory
Green Bank
304.456.2150

MARCH 10-18

14th Annual Mid-Ohio Valley Heritage
Quilt Show

Blennerhassett State Park Museum
Parkersburg

304.420.4800

MARCH 11

Bridgeport Farmers Market
Bridgeport Conference Center
Bridgeport

304.669.4340

MARCH 15

Casting Crowns

Big Sandy Superstore Arena
Huntington

800.745.3000

MARCH 16

Wheeling Symphony Presents
"East Meets West"”

Capitol Theatre

Wheeling

304.233.4470

MARCH 17
Carnegie Hall Gala
White Sulphur Springs
304.645.7917

The Junkyard

Snowshoe Mountain Resort
Snowshoe

877.441.4386

West Virginia Ski Free Day
Snowshoe Mountain Resort
Snowshoe

877.441.4386

3rd Annual Mountain State Maple Day
Frostmore Farms

Dunmore

304.456.4331

MARCH 21

The Wizard of Oz
The Clay Center
Charleston
304.561.3570

MARCH 22
Kenny G

The Clay Center
Charleston
304.561.3570

MARCH 23

Wycliffe Gordon & His International
All Stars

WVU Creative Arts Center

Morgantown

304.293.4406

MARCH 23-25
"He's Alive!”
Capitol Theatre
Wheeling
304.233.4470

MARCH 30

Flashlight Egg Hunt
Blackwater Falls State Park
Davis

304.259.5216

MARCH 31

Traditional Easter Egg Hunt
Blackwater Falls State Park
Davis

304.259.5216

Full Moon Hike

Cass Scenic Railroad State Park
Cass

304.456.4300

NOTE: Times and events are subject to change.

Please call ahead before attending an event.

Subscribe to Wonderful West Virginia!
Call 855.558.9152 or visit wonderfulwv.com

MOVING? Take us along! To have your Wonderful West
Virginia subscription forwarded to your new address, visit
wonderfulwv.com and follow the instructions for address
changes or call 855.558.9152 and ask an operator to

change your address to your new location.

WONDERFULWV.COM
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WONDERGRAMS

Share your photos of West Virginia with us!
Send Instagram-style photos to wonderfulwv@
newsouthmediainc.com or use the hashtag
#wondergrams on Instagram.

Cacapon redbud photo by Elaine
Clark; Marlinton train depot photo by Brent Schnupp;

Dolly Sods Wilderness Area sunset photo by Thomas
Dean; tree swing in Mercer County photo by Michael
Barton; fishing on the Greenbrier River photo by Eric
Wingler; clover in Braxton County photo by Denise
Powers Fabian; Grave Creek Mound in Moundsville
photo by Wes Philp; a sparrow in Marion County photo
by Wendy Cutlip Parks; Albert Falls in Thomas photo
by Amber Miller; Harpers Ferry Virginia bluebells
photo by Cindi Dunn; Edray barn photo by Joe
Brennskag. Photos published at editor’s discretion.

WONDERFUL WEST VIRGINIA | MARCH 2018
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something borrowed, something biue
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DECKEQES 10 & la carte servicas, wa'll b

thriliad to nalp maiee 1t 2l happen,

Cali us now to start
planning your Big Day
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EDITOR'S LETTER

Start your new life with quality, timeless
furniture that will last. Create a custom sofato
fit your style and your home.

Stop by today — and be inspired.

GIVEAGIFT CARD TODAY
perfect start for a pew bfe together,

WELLS »

HOME FURNISHINGS

(304) 343-3600
ovar (304) 322-2129

CHARLESTON
MORGANTOWN |72

€ wellshome.com
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ONE LOOK AT OUR COVER AND YOU KNOW THAT THIS ISSUE is packed
with great ideas. Our cover bride, Emma Ervin, not only made her own
wedding gown, but the thoughtful and personal details she worked into
her décor are monumentally inspirational. I just wanted to see more and
more photos. Tired of traditional aisle runners? Use antique rugs. Think
vintage furnishings should only be used inside? Think again. Want
unique backdrop for photos? Plant a garden of towering sunflowers.

Emma Ervin and Samuel Boso aren’t the only couple to step outside
traditions. I just love that Barbara Lee Ford and Devin Judy hung
vibrant antique quilts on the clothesline—what an awesome backdrop
for photos. Jennifer Cooperrider and Comac Cosgrove’s wedding at a
conservatory in Columbus, Ohio, made me realize we need a similar
vemie in West Virginia. Hint, hint. The releasing of butterflies by
Laaren Brown and Justin Hill, was a perfect addition to their garden
party—themed wedding. Marry an Irishman or Scotsman, then
incorpate kilts into the groomsmen’s attire, of course. And who says
that brides are the only ones who can change from wedding gown to
reception gown to exit dress? In this issue, we had two grooms who
went from black tuxedo jackets to white ones for the reception. Love
that! And the list goes on and on.

But maybe my favorite spin on a time-tested tradition is the use
of grandparents in lien of flower gils or ring bearers. Lauren Brown
and Justin Hill's grandmothers petalled aisle as flower girls, and
McKenzie Emrick and Travis Huffman’s great grandfather walked
down the aisle announcing the bride wearing his military uniform.
Aahhhhhhh. Sweet and sentimental. I wasn’t even there and it
brought tears to my eyes.

So to the couples in this issue,
WOW, vou made our hearts skip
a beat!

NIKKI BOWMAN, Editar

Follow us on li and @

facencok.com wrwedaings
pinterest.com/wvweddings

Let us hear from you. We want to kxnow what you think about the
magazine, and we'd love to hear your suggestions.

Email: info@newsouthmediainc.com

Call: 304.413.0104

Mail: 709 Beechurs: Avenue. Suite 14A, Morgantown, WV 26505
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Whether your event requires customized menus, special
themes, phatographers, florists or music, our full-time, on-site
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ONTENTS

Weddings

20 WHEN YOU MARRY IN JUNE
Years after high school, this couple returns home to
Lewisburg for the perfect summer wedding,

27 LETTER PERFECT
Snowshoe Mountain Resort provided the perfect
backdrop for Jen Nguyen and Kaison Ball’s wedding,

30 FAMILY TIES
Two Wheeling families come together for a big

celebration of one couple’s love.

36 WEDDING AT THE LOFT
After a blind date gone just right, this West
Virginia couple shares a beautiful spring wedding
at their family’s farm.

42 HOMEMADE MARRIAGE
A bride brings her creative vision to life in a
bohemian-themed wedding,.

49 LOVE IS TIMELESS
This bride chose to intertwine her Filipino heritage
and West Virginia roots with an elegant wedding at
The Greenbrier.

53 HISTORIC LOVE
This couple began their lives together in Harpers
Ferry, where the bride’s ancestors settled in the 1700s.

COVER PHOTO
Emma Ervin

& Samuel Boso
were married at
their family farm
in Washington.
Photo by Livw Hefner
Photography.

mywywedding.com | 7



CONTENTS

wyweddings

11 WEDDING WOWS
Our top cover contenders and details, ideas, and
photos that inspired us.

57 WEDDING REGISTER
Couples tell their love stories in the pages of our
wedding register.

152 ENGAGEMENT ANNOUNCEMENTS
These couples are preparing for their “T do’s.”

160 COUPLES REGISTER INDEX
An alphabetized listing of our wedding couples.
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CHARLESTON

MARK YOUR CALENDAR FOR
THE PREMIER WEDDING $
IN WEST VIRGINIA

January 6, 20

12 Noon - 4 PM

CHARLESTON CIVIC CENT
ADMISSION $6 (INCLUDES FASHION §

Meet more than 100 of Hie area’
wedding professionals!

Abridal fashion show will highl
the latest trends for vour enti
bridal party!
Prior to the Wedding Expo joi
loran Exclusive VIP Experier
ITAM -12 Noon.
Only 100 tickets available!

CHARLESTONWVCIVICCENTER.CC
CHARLESTONWEDDINGEXPO

~i==" PREMIER PARTNER s=—=

wvweddings

(;h_arlestﬂn
Civic Center
o2

BRAVO-Live

I8 & Lighting Extravmgine

EXCLUSIVE VIP SPONSOR




ZONTRIBUTORS

-

It's not just a cupcake...
it's a Cupcakerie cupcake!
Viewoutd fnva to add a persoral touch 1o yous event,
erhethar itis vour watiting. bricat shower. bacheleretie
party, birthday. yraduation, office pary, or taligate,

304.212.5464
194 Willey St. © Morgantown, WV
prders@" peskerie.com  thecupeakerfe.com

304-637-1600 » gracelandinn,com
Elkins, W.Va.
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HANNAH HICKS

Hannah Hicks of Hannah
Hicks Protography works
to create classic and
beautiful images while
making her couples feel
loved and well-served.

She believes that the little
in-between momernts are
special and aims to capture
the authenticity of each
love storv that comes her
way with hopes that every
couple allows their wedding
photographs to serve as
reminders of their love.
hannahkicksphote.com

STACY SMITH EVANS
Stacy of Stacy Smith Evans
Photography is 2 lifestyle
portrait and wedding
photographer based in
northern Virginia. She
captures suthentic moments
for her couples, often in
nature and with vibrant
colors, and continues to
document life’s milestones for
them as their families grow.
stacysmithevansphotograpiyy.com

THE OBERPORTS

The Oberports—Emily

and Bobby—are a married
photography team based in
Charleston. They specialize
in weddings, elopements, and
portrait sessions. Inspired

tv beautiful light, genuine
emotions, and old films, their
work highlights personal
connections and the gorgeous
scenery of West Virginia.
After nearly z decade of
wedding experience, their
couples know them as
easvgoing, professional, and
experienced storytellers.
thesberparts.com

BRITTANY ANDERSON
Brittany Anderson
Photography started i South
Florida in 2011. Since then,
Brittany has photographed
hundreds of weddings all
across the U.S. and Bahamas,
winning multiple awards. She
is now based out of Clarksburg,
West Virginia where she

lives with ker husband and
their son. Her photography
stvie is photojournalistic,
favoring real-life and candid
mornents. Her photographs

are intended to bring back

the authentic emotion

that will Jast a lifetime,
brittanyanderssnphotography.com

JAMES CARL PHOTOGRAPHY
James Carl Photography

is the international award-
winning husband-and-wife
duo of James and Ellie.

Qut of their studio located
in the Centre Market
district in Wheeling, they
enjoy working with couples
throughout West Virginia
and in Pittsburgh and the
surrounding states. Married
for more than 17 vears, they
strongiy believe in the power
of the printed photograph
and they love dramatic

light, the timeless pose, and
authentic moments.
Jamsscariphotagrapky.com

LIV HEFNER

Consumed by wanderlust,
Liv loves to travel and
photograph whart she finds
along the way. However,
her heart for her home

and ber love of weddings
always bring her back to the
Mountain State. Livis a
wife, mom (to the human fur
variety), daughter, teacher,
and curator of soulful
images. She loves being able
to turn the emotion of love
into a tangible heirloom
through photography.
lvbefnerphotsgraphy.com
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WEDDING WOWS

Top 10 Covers

The staff of WV Weddings shares the
beautiful photos we considered for this issue’s
cover. Here are the winner and top runners-up.

WESTVIRGINIAS PREWER WEDDING MSOURCE

WESTFION AL 21 IR WEIRNT RHGURCE

LA RLAS I
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WIET VGIHLA'S PR IMIEE WEDD NG REEQURER
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Cover

FINALISTS

1. Emma Ervin & Samuel Boso, photographed by tiv Hefner Photography 2. lauren Brown

& Justin Hill, photographed by Melissa Kincaid Phofography 3. McKinzi Siraub

& Ncthan Weess, photographed by CP imagery 4. Chelsea Fisher & Nichelas Burdatts,
photographed by Caillie indsey Photography 5. Melly Seidler & Alexander Caughrar,
photographed by The Oberports 6. Barbara lee Ford & Devin Judy. photographed by
The Oberports 7. Brogan Walters & Danie! Fulks, phalographed by Britany Anderson
Photography 8. Kristen Frodelius & Nicholas DeMedici, photogrophed by Amberlee
Christey Photography 9. Angelina Angotti & joshua Zontek, photographed by Brittany
Anderson Pholography 10. Micah Bellard & Difon Madden, photogrophed by Beth Forester




most unique

FAVORS

Morgan Richords & Michael Beals, phofographed by liz
Jordan FPholos

best groomsmen

SHOT

Sarah White & fohn lustrea, pholographed by Stacy
Smith Evans
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Call today and ler the
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NEDDING WOWS

best cake TOPPER !

lesley Taylor & Eric Weiss, photographed by Emily
Ferguson Pholography; Morgan Richards & Michag! Beals,
vhotographed by Liz Jerdan Photos; lauren Anna Johnson
% Shawn Amary, photographed by The Gherports

best COUPLE SHOTS

LETT 10 RIGH: Claire Reece & Juan Quintero, phofographed by Tim Ray Photography; Danica Kempinski &
Adam Wilberger, photographed by ROGUE Film Co.; Lauren Anna Johnson & Shawn Amery, photographed
by The Oberports; Carey Settfe & Jared Procior, photographed by Mark Webb Photography; Molly Seidier &
Alexander Caughran, photographed by The Oberports; Chelsea Fisher & Nicholas Burdette, photographed
by Callie Lindsey Pholography; Quinn Edgell & Waylon Miller, photographed by Brittany Anderson
Photography; Natalia Aliff & Brendan Foley, photographed by The Oberports

i

14 | WY WWEDIDINGS fpatica /Sunesor 2016



WEDDING WOWS

most unique DETAIL

Paige Lavender & Nichalas Ward, photographed by The Oberporis

Located i the histonc Seneca Ceater, we carry over 146 premium
best attendant SHOT laose Ieaf teas inshding herkal hisanes, tea gift items, and a
CLSCKMIHET: Meredith Omdorff & Williom Bresinski, pholographed by Claine Watson Photography; Lauren Brown hGMHmT;I:IGﬂ“mB one of ufgﬂﬁz‘f: ;r;,:}h
& Justin Hil, photogrophed by Mefissa Kincaid Phetography; McKenzie Emrick & Travis Huffman, photogmphed by wchude eeasonal sa sandwiches, soup, scones, quiche, and swasts,
Margaret Schaad Phobgmphy Wa now serve wine by the glass )
Open Mon. 9-5, Tues, thrz Sat, 9-8, Sun. 11-3
304.413.0890

TheTeaShoppeW Veom Ei

mywywedding.com | 15



WEDDING WOWS

best wedding

BOUQUET

Rachel Blair & Chris Holestine, phofogmphed by Meradith Dickens

Professional Imagery; Quinn Edgell & Waylon Miller, photographed D O F F

by Britiory Anderson Photography; Jennifer Cooperrider & Cormac b&S‘t E hoto

Cosgrove, photographed by Jessica love Photography; Chorlolte Bibbee F 8y M0 s Courtney Lusk & Willam Cook, phofogmphed by Jenny Reese Photography; leslie
& John Vellenoweth, photographed by Ashiey Watts Photography Romero & Char.les Harlow, phofographed by The Oberports

16 | WV WEDDINGS Spring /Sumina 2018
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WEDDING WOWS

best ring SHOT

Lasley Taylor & Eric Weiss, photographsad by Emily ) !
Farguson Photography; Morgan Richards & Michael |

Baals, photographed by Liz Jordan Photos _ 3 ':-. .;-r I-._ I’M AMB ERLE E
[} '~ = “ILOVE PHOTOGRAPHY

N I LOVE EVERYTHING WEDDING

1 LOVE MAKING FACES WHEN MY PICTURE IS TAKEN
I LOVE TO PHOTOBOMB * I LOVE TRAVELING

] LOVE MAC & CHEESE » I LOVEL ICE CREAM

| LOVE FIRST DANCES = I LOVE LAST DANCES

I LOVE LOVE

GETTING TO WITNESS & CAPIUREI'T AS MUCH
AS 1 CAN IS QUTTE POSSIBLY THE BEST LIFE

EVER

WWW.AMBERLEECHRISTEY.COM
@AMBERLEECHRISTEYPHOTOGRAPHY

Chef Amy Mills

With over 20 years of pastry and wedding
design experence, let Amy create your
masterplece that's not only beautifully
decadent but deliclously memorable!

Jave WEDDING
PARTY pic

Cara Boyle & David Pogue, photogrophed by Melissa
Perslla Photography

3(¢4.661.4891 to schedule a tasting
780 Court Street Scuth, Lewishurg

17



WEDDING WCWS

best cake SHO'T

LEFITS RICH!: Kristen Frodelivs & Nicholas DeMedici, photographed by Amberlee Christey Photography; Katelyn Gompers & Alexander Peluchetie, photographed by Jomes Carl
Photography; Sarah White & John Lustrea, phatographed by Stacy Smith Evans; Annette Gavin & Karl Bates, photographed by Liz Coulter Stead; Brogen Walters & Daniel Fulks,
photagraphed by Brittany Anderson Photography; Kelly Hayes & Derek Bonner, photographed by Kristin Hurley Photography; Kelsey Harper & Timothy Whitney, photographed
by CP imagery; Quinn Edgell & Waylon Miller, phatogrophed by Brittany Anderson Photography; leslie Romero & Charles Harlow, photographed by The Oberporis; Jennifer
Cooperrider & Cormac Cosgrove, phofographed by Jessico Love Photography; Louren Anna Johnson & Shawn Amory, photographed by The Oberports

18 | VAV WIDDIMNGS £ sinn/Sinme: 2018



WEDDING WOWS

Gillespies

FLOWERS & PRODUCTIONS

best gown _SHO TS

SLOAIMISE SDC Y VO P: Katelyn Gompers & Alexander Peluchette, photographed by James Carl
Photography; Ashiey levell & Robert Sykes, photographed by Claire Watson Fhofography; Danica
Kempinski & Adam Wilberger, phofographed by ROGUE Film Co.

| Event Stylir:g & Design |
Rentals « Florals

304-536-1881 ‘

Gillespigstlowers,com

Anarmeguee JE angikreirent tr frends ;n;!_
ity across the mqm i our Fﬁg-:gqrm::

Asnnounienen seeten of 17 Heddurg,.

We arc currently accepting engagsnisns
announcements for che
Fall/\Winrer Mi#ll‘lﬁt 'ﬂf W F _ﬂ" H/q_j!ﬁ?g._]:__.

Hi A fac tand e m

§75

for details and to ssbmit your
engagement anouncement.

best bridesyz_aids PI C S

LTT TO RICHT: Lauren Brown & Justin Hill, photographed by Melissa Kincaid Photography;
Jennifer Nguyen & Kaison Ball, photographed by Hannah Hicks Photography

mywvwadding.com | 19






Years after high school, this couple returns home
to Lewisburg for the perfect summer wedding.

warrten sy Demi Fuentes Ramirez « ruorocrarnen sy 1he Gﬁt‘rpﬂ?'ﬁ‘




Barbara ise Ferd
zad Davin judy wele

aafies L%
Moose Ranch. With
vibront homesper
accents, the wadding
showeased the roupie'
aeisonalivy. The bride
wealked down o fong
cuvirg aisle thoi was o
poth cui from the Beid.

SOME, OF THE BEST LOVE STORIES HAPPEN UNEXPECTEDLY.
This was the case for Barbarz Lee Ford and Devin Gardner
Juadv. They met during gym class their sophormore vear at
Greenrbrier East High School. “T remember he always made
me and my sister laugh,” Barbara Lee says. In z few years,
they became good friends. They spent some weekends at
Srowshoe, and drove miles zogether along the backroads of
their beloved Greenbrier County. They didn't expect their
relationship to blossom so quickly, but by the end of their
senior year, their [ove story had begur.

A year after graduating from high school, Barbara Lee
and Devin found that they hed wanderlust. The couple
packed their bags and moved to Colorade. Devin became
an apprentice plumber and Barbara Lee became a fuil-
time student, while working at a coffee and tea house.
“Moving to Colorado was the best decision that we ever
made,” she savs.
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the proposal

Five years later, during one of their family trips to Puerto
Rico, Devin asked Barbara Lee’s mother for permission
to marry her daughter. Excited, her mother gave him her
consent. Devin immediately bought the ring and started
planning the proposal.

When they got back to Colerado, Devin tried to get
Barbara Lee to go hiking to Hanging Lake in Glenwood
Springs, one of the most beautiful trail hikes in Colorado.
After a couple of tries, she finally agreed. Devin also wanted
some of her friends to be there with them. “I kept insisting,
“You guys will want to come and be there! It’s going to be
a beautiful hike!™ he laughs. And he was right. It was a
beautiful day for a hike—and a proposal. He asked one of
their friends to take a picture of them, and to Barbarz Lee’s
surprise, he got down on one knee and asked her to become
his wife.
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The day before Barbara
Ise and Devin’s wedding,

it poured the rain, but

when they woke up the
next morming, the sky was
clear and the farm leoked
lush and bsautiful. *1 feel
somaone was looking down
on me,” Barbara Lee says.

the plans

When they started planning, choosing the date was not
difficult. Barbara Lee grew up with three sisters and
three brothers, and for this reason one of her favorite
musicals has always been Seven Brides for Seven Brothers.
After growing up listening to “June Bride” all her life,
she knew that when her time came, she was going to be
a June bride.

Barbara Lee and Devin didn’t want a cookie-cutter
wedding. They wanted a down-home wedding in their
home state. The best place to do this was at Barbara Lee’s
family farm in Lewisburg, called Little Moose Ranch.
“We mapped it all out,” she says. “For the field, I wanted
one straight path to where the ceremony would be, and
my aisle would be long and curved so you could see me
coming from far, far away.” The idea was to give her time
to walk down the aisle so she could see everyone who had
come to her wedding. She hopped on the tractor herself
and cut out the entire path in the field that would serve
as her aisle. Her brothers helped rake the hay and prepare
the field for guests. They also helped build a tall archway
where the couple would say their vows.

When it came time to go dress shopping, Barbara
Lee took a trip to Savannah, Georgia, with her mother
and some of her siblings to a little boutique called Ivory
and Beau. At first, the gowns she had in mind were not
working for her. None of them looked or felt right. But
there was one in the window display she had seen but
had not yet tried. She put it on and, when she walked out
of the dressing room, everyone was speechless. It was an
elegant Hayley Paige Halo gown with ivory lace, tulle, and

a scalloped V-neck bodice with open back and strap
details. She had found her dress. A few months later,
she found her veil at Emma and Grace Bridal Studio
in Denver, Colorado. “It was phenomenal,” she says.
“I adored it. It was super long and dramatic with all
these beautiful embroidered flowers on it. It was the
perfect veil for my dress.”

Devin decided to wear a white tuxedo dress shirt
and navy tuxedo pants with navy suspenders. He had
an orchid boutonniere, which matched Barbara Lee’s
bougquet. The groomsmen also wore navy tuxedo
pants with suspenders, Barbara Lee also wanted
to include her late grandfather in her wedding. “I
wouldn’t have my life or be the person that [ am
now if it wasn't for that man,” she says. “So I picked
some of his old blazers and had them tailored for my
brothers. It was important to see them with a piece of

our grandfather on my wedding day.”

the perfect day |

The day before the wedding, it poured. The couple
feared that the farm would be muddy or that it
would continue raining the next day, but they were
in luck. “T feel someone was looking down on me,”
Barbara Lee says. “It was probably my grandfather,
becanse we woke up and the sky was absolutely
beautiful on the day of our wedding. You could
definitely see how beautiful West Virginia is.” It
was the perfect weather for a June wedding,

Before saying their “I dos,” Barbara Lee and Devin
exchanged a first look. “I really didn’t want to spend
half the day without seeing each other,” Devin says. “It
was really nice to do that before the ceremony.”

They chose white and blue as the primary colors
for the ceremony, and then added pops of vibrant
color throughout the décor. “We wanted to keep
the homey and country vibe,” Barbara Lee says.
“So we included different pitchers with all kinds of
flowers that my mother picked out.” The farm was
full of beautiful, vivid colors. Barbara Lee’s mother
worked with Christopher Glower from Greenbrier
Cut Flowers, who created more than 90 colorful
arrangements around the tent. Her mother also
handmade napkins to match the arrangements.
And to decorate outside the tent they draped some
of Barbara Lee’s mother’s antique and homemade
quilts on clotheslines.

In the end, Barbara Lee and Devin say they had
the best wedding they could have hoped for. They
wanted to spend their day at home with friends and
loved ones. And most importantly, they wanted
everyone to have a good time.

As the couple got in their car and left the
reception, they looked back. They saw everyone
they loved dancing, laughing, and having fun.
Barbara Lee and Devin looked at each other and
smiled. She was a bride in June, and she would
abways, always, always remember her perfect day.
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Snowshoe Mountain Resort provided the perfe
backdrop for Jen Nguyen and Kaison Ball’s wedding,
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Jen and Kaison chose
to have their wedding
at Snowshoe Mountain
Resorf for its scenic
views, which they
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natural colors and soft
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IT WAS STILL LIGHT OUT WHEN KAISON BALL
gathered everyone around the bonfire at Jen Nguyen’s
graduation party, but he had to pop the question before
her unsuspecting friends left for the evening. He had
talked to her parents beforehand, and they were in on
the surprise. Surrounded by friends and family at the
home they’d renovated together, Kaison got down on
one knee and proposed to Jen. The simplicity, fun, and
personal touches of the proposal cast the vision for their
dreamlike wedding to come.

the beginning
Jen and Kaison Ball met through mutual friends over Fourth
of July weckend while they were attending West Virginia
University, but it wasn't for another year that their paths
crossed again. Kaison was living down the road from the
restaurant where Jen was working, and after he asked heron a
date, they spent three hours talking over dinner. They dated
for three years and bought a house together in Morgantown.
They never talked about rings because Kaison knew Jen
would prefer to be surprised, so a few months before the
proposal, he went ring shopping with Jens best friend while
Jen was traveling for work. When Kaison told Jen's father,

Lamson Nguyen, he was planning to propose, Lamson asked

Kaison what had taken him so long.
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As Jen's graduation approached, she said she wanted
to go out to dinner to celebrate, but Kaison and Jen's
father both pushed for a cookout party at the house
the couple had just bought and renovated. Kaison
thought it would be fun to show off the new place and
celebrate Jen’s graduation—and their engagement-—at
home with friends and family. Kaison felt a wave of
disappointment as he realized he'd left the ring out on
the counter the morning of the party. He thought she
had seen it and knew what was coming. But when he
asked the question, she was completely surprised—she
admitted she had not seen the ring. “Jen had no idea, so
that was the best part,” Kaison says.

personally scripted
As the couple started their venue search, they realized
they had to choose between two different ideas. Kaison
wanted a destination wedding with fewer guests, but Jen,
coming from a large family, wanted a local wedding that
lots of guests could get to. Then they visited Snowshoe
Mountain Resort and discovered they could get the best
of both worlds. “Kaison could envision our day there, and
he saw that I loved it,” Jen says.

The couple’s entreprencurship gave them a creative
edge as they planned their wedding, Together, they



Afar tha ouidoor ceremony,
guests enjoyed feod and
endless dancing ot Scaring
Eagl: Lodga. Jen and her
dad even kicked off the
dancing fever with their
own <horeogrophed father-
caughtar dance,

own Home Brewed and Company, a small business that
features Jen's hand-lettering and calligraphy on various
products. Her calligraphy was on display throughout the
wedding, from the invitations with a watercolor map of
the wedding venue to the programs and all of the signage.
“T wanted our wedding day to be a reflection of us,” Jen
says. “Kaison helps me run the business, too, so having my
lettering everywhere on our day was important.”

In the days leading up to the wedding, family and
friends met at Snowshoe to get everything ready. “I think
every girl nowadays has a Pinterest board so, trying to
make that come to life, we 121 Yed a lot of it,” Jen says.
Kaison built a custom photo booth out of piping and
the couple’s living room curtains, and Jen found used
doors to create an entrance to the ceremony aisle. While
the bouquets were created by their florist, family and
Jen's bridesmaids put together all of the artificial flower
centerpieces. “Tt was really helpful to have so many hands

put it together,” she says.

magic in the air

", The wind was blowing, but the sun was shining for Jen

and Kaison’s outdoor cerermony at Snowshoe. While
their wedding was in West Virginia, it was enchanted by
touches of one of their faverite places—Disney World.
Kaison, who also works as a Disney vacation planner,
gifted Jen with their own adventure book from the movie
Up, and Jen walked down the aisle with her father to an
instrumental version of “Tale as Old as Time.” Even the
paper that they wrote their vows on helped create their
own magic—]en wrote hers on a plane ticket to Orlando,
Florida, while Kaison wrote his on “gringotts,” or goblin
money from The Harry Potter series.

Instead of lighting a unity candle, the couple decided to
plant a unity tree. They read aloud how the tree symbolizes
where their roots are and how they are growing as their
own family, Jen’s mom poured in soil from the family home
Jen grew up in, and because Kaison moved around a lot
growing up, Kaison'’s mom poured in soil that they bad
scooped out of the ground at Epcot from one of their recent
trips to Disney World. The couple later planted the tree at
their home in Morgantown.

After they were pronounced husband and wife, the
couple stopped by the 5t. Bernard Chapel, where Jen’s
uncle, a priest, performed a small Catholic biessing with
just their matron of honor and best man as witnesses. Jen
and Kaison liked the intimate moment after their ceremony
and before heading to the reception.

a perfect night

The newlyweds entered the reception at Soaring Eagle
Lodge to the sound of cheers from their nearly 150
guests. Their first dance, to “Perfect” by Ed Sheeran,
was followed by Kaison and his mom dancing to the
traditional song, “Mother Like Mine.” For the father
and daughter dance, Jen and her dad surprised everyone
with what started out as “Burterfly Kisses” but turned
into a choreographed routine to “Single Ladies,” “The
Twist,” “Jamp On It,” and other songs.

The rest of the night was full of great dancing between
the delicious food and cake. Buffets lined the dining area
on the terrace, and guests chose from a mashed potato bar,
salmon, beef, chicken, salads, and more. The cake, made
by B Sweet Confectionary in White Sulphur Springs, had
even those who don’t normally like sweets (like Kaison)
fawning over its buttercream icing and raspberry filling,

Jen pulled one of her creative moves by surprising
Kaison with a cigar bar during the reception. “I had
absolutely no idea, and people really enjoyed it,” Kaison
says. “It was outside so we had a chance to wind down
for a minute and relax.”

"The dance floor was full for the whole night, and Kaison
and Jen were glad to see so many of their friends and family
who had come in from all over the country enjoying their
time at Snowshoe. “The whole weekend felt on another
level of zwesome for me,” Jen says. “I would do it all over
again in a heartbeat.”
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WEDDING PHOTOGRAPHER JAMES CARL has
photogrzphed his share of weddings at Wheeling’s

St. Joseph's Cathedral, 2 Neo-Romanesque structure
designed to resemble some of Florence, Italy’s finest
basilicas. But he's only seen standing-room-only crowds
at this gargantuan house of Ged on two occasions—
Christmas Eve mass, and the wedding of Katelyn
Gompers and Alexander Peluchette.

“Both our families are big Catholic families,”
Katelyn says. Her father is one of 12 siblings, and Alex’s
father is one of 10. “My dad joked—you had to find the
one other family in Wheeling as big as ours,” she says.

Strangely enough, it wasn’t until Alex and Katelyn
were attending West Virginia University that these two
Wheeling natives finally met one another. “How we
never crossed paths before is mind-blowing,” she says.
“All our aunts and uncles went to high school together.
Our grandmothers were in the same kindergarten class.”

Although they attended separate high schools, their
brothers played football against one another, and Alex
temembers secing Katelyn at those games—that’s why
he had a2 mutual friend in Morgantown connect them,
Not surprisingly, they quickly found they had a lot in
common and began dating,

The couple resided in Morgantown while Alex
finished his bachelor’s degree and Katelyn attended
pharmacy school. Then he moved to Washington, D.C.,
for an internship. A short time later, Katelyn moved
to Ocean City, Maryland, before eventually relocating
to D.C. But by that time, Alex had moved back to
Wheeling to help with the family business. The long-
distance relationship wasn’t always easy, but they made
it work. “We were constantly living out of each other’s
cars,” Katelyn iaughs.

Katelyn and Alex had been dating for seven years
when he proposed. They had talked about it—and they
both knew they wanted to spent their lives together—but
Katelyn just figured the time wasn't quite right. “I always
thought I would eventually come back to Wheeling and he
would wait until I came back.”

Alex had other plans. In September 2016, the
Mountaineers were scheduled to face Brigham Young
University in Landover, Maryland, Katelyn was living in
D.C. at the time, and both her and Alex’s families were
in town for the game. Alex arrive a little early, dressed up
and wanting to go out for a drink. But Katelyn had just
finished a 13-hour shift and wanted to stay home. The next
mormning, Alex suggested they get breakfast. Katelyn didn't
think it would be good idea, since their families would be
arriving soon. “I was like, ‘We don’t have time.’ Once I have
a plan in mind it’s hard to change my mind.”
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He persisted, and they drove to Georgetown, parked
the car, and headed to the restaurant. They were walking
along the canal when he finally got her attention—
Katelyn turned around to find Alex, down on one knee,
accidentally holding the ring upside down. “It was a total
shock,” she says. “I was hysterical. My first words were
‘shut up.’ But I said ‘yes’ immediately after.”

It turns out the family visit that had Katelyn so
stressed was all part of Alex’s plans. He made dinner
reservations that night for everyone to celebrate. “He did
a great job. He had everything down to a tee.”

the planning begins
Now, with a ring on her finger, Katelyn began making
preparations to move back to Wheeling. The couple
also began planning their August 2017 ceremony right
away. Alex had asked for Katelyn's parents’ blessing a
few weeks carlier. “My mom, being a very big planner,
she already started calling the cathedral and calling St.
Mike’s, and finding out what dates they had available.”
Katelyn knew she wanted a traditional church wedding. “I
always envisioned myself getting married in a church. And it
meant a lot to my dad and grandfather.” Her family attends St.
Michael's Church in Wheeling, but one of Katelyn’ cousins
was recently married at St. Joseph's. “I knew right away that we
wanted to get married there.” The church doesn’t usually allow
non-parishioners to be married there, but her mom was able to
convince the church to book the date.

With the cathedral’s medieval-style stained glass
windows, ornate altar, and buge mural, Katelyn knew
she wouldn'’t need to do much decorating. “A lot of
people will put all these flowers behind. I didn’t want
anything to take away from the altar and the colors,” she
says. She decided decorations would be limited to small
arrangements of roses hung on the outside of the first few
pews to signify where the bridesmaids, groomsmen, and
the couple’s immediate families would sit.

TFor the reception, Katelyn didn’t want to risk an
outdoor event. “Thank God we didn't, because the day
of our wedding a hurricane came through.” Instead, the
couple chose a banquet room at another well-known
Wheeling institution—Oglebay. Decorations here would
also be elegant but simple. They rented chandeliers from
Windswept Party and Event Rentals in Pittsburgh as
well as white drapes to hang from the ceiling. “Tt turned it
into a whole different room,” she says.

finding the dress

When it came time to pick out her dress, Katelyn
first went to a boutique in Washington, D.C., with
her mom and dad. “I didn’t want to find anything.
I was just getting an idea.” Then she visited Bridal
Beginnings in Pittsburgh, where three of her cousins
had recently bought their own wedding dresses.

She visited the shop with her mom and mother-
in-law-to-be, where she quickly found the one—a
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form-ficting dress covered in layers of lace with straps, a
deep v-neck in the front, ar open back, and curouts on the
sides. “I wented simple and romantic. There’s no sparkle
on it. I wanted tc be able to look at pictures 20 yezrs from
now and not say, ‘YWhat the hell was I thinking?” she says.
“T'mm: a little partial bur I thought it was breathtaking.”

Katelyn boughr her bridesmaids’ dresses at Bella
Bridesmaids in Pittsburgh, deciding on 2 gown that could
be worr as 2 halter top, strapless, or on one shouider.
Alex picked out the tuxedos ar Sorelle Bridal Salon in
Washingron, Pennsvivenia. “He wouldn't show me a
picture,” Karelyn says. “He said, “You won’t show me your
dress, why should I?™

This worried Kateivn at first. “He kind of has a crazy
style,” she says. Buz he finally reiented: He wanted to wear
a white tux ‘acket like his grandfather and father had at
their weddings. Katelyn wasn't sure, so they compromised.
Alex would wear 2 standaré black tuxedo for the
ceremony, but a white jacket for the reception.

tying the knot

Given their families’ history togerher. Katelyn and Alex knew
their wedding would be a big event. So to zvoid the wedding
becoming a big reunion, Alex’s mom threw a big rehearsal
dinner for everyene ar Oglebay’s Stiefzl Fine Arts Center. Tt
was more like 4 rehearse! party,” Ketelyn says,

The next day, Katelyn: got ready at her perents’ house
before heading to St. Jesepk's. Her dad had not scen the
dress—“He said, No, I don’t wanr to ses it until the dav
of "—so there were some tears when he walked in and saw her
all dressed up. “It was probably one of my favorite moments.”
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Katelyn says her favorite part of the
reception wos Alex’s wardrobe change—he
switchad info a Sean Connery-siyle white
dinnar jacket aber the ceremony.

Alex didn't see Katelyr’s dress
before the ceremony, sicher. “T know
alot of people o first looks, and we
=vere both super opposed to that”
Thzt ied to some intense emotions—
for both: bride znd groom—when
Alex first sew Katelyn coming up the
aisle. “As soon as we gotup on e
zltar, we were ks, QK

The couple marked their
auptials with a full Cathelic
mass, which included readings
by one of Katalyn's brothers znd
one of Alex’s groomsmen as well
as songs by Katelyn's sunts. “For
me the ceremony was by far my
favorite part of the entire day,”
Katelyn says.

Once the ceremony was compiete, everyone headed to
Oglebay for the reception.

The resort’s kitchen staff catered the event. Hors
doeuvres included dilled sheimp and cucumber, stuffe
cherry tomatoes with goat cheese, rozsted tenderloin
with red pepper coulis, and charcuterie boards. Dinner
begzn with 2 cucumber-wrapped dinner salad tepped
with goar cheese and cranberries. For the entree, guests
could choose salmon in a chardonnay butter sauce served
with mashed potatoes and haricots verts or a roasted beef
tenderloin served with stone-ground grits and grilled
asparagus.

For dessert, guests enjoved a five-tiered white cake with
zimond icing decorated with flowers from Bellisima Floral
Shop in Wheeling. Buc thet cake wast't the only sveeer
available at the reception: The cookie table also attracted
lots of attention. “It’s a thing in the Ohio Valley. Qur
moms were insistent abour it. Everycne made cookies for
cays,” Katelyn says.

But Kawelyr's faverite part of the reception was Alex’s
wardrobe change. In addition to 2 white dinner iacket, he
completed the look with white-and-black wingtins. “He
looked phenomenal,” she says. I ioved ir.”

Te couple had their £rst dance to “Car't Take My Eyes
Of You™ before guests hit the foor to the sounds of Hiz Play,
& five-piece Top 40 cover bend from Wheeling, The dence
floor was filled for the rest of the righs, except for guests’
frequent visits to the cookle table.

Alex end Katelyn honevmooned at a resort in Jamaica.
They are now making their home in Wheeling, writing the
next chapter in an old farrily story.
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WAYEON MILLER WAS WAITING FOR the right partner.
When his ¢ousir’s wife set him up on a date with one of
her friends, he had no idea she would be the one. Quinn
Edgell was newly single when her friend said she should
meet her husband’s cousin. He was a tall, red-headed
Marine with a deep Southern voice and a good heart.
Quinn thought he sounded too good to be true.

They met for coffee at Almost Heaven Desserts
in Bridgeport. Although anxious at first, they
immediately connected. “We talked for two hours and
right off the bat everything kind of lined up just right,”
Quinn says. They knew they wanted to see each other
again and soon became a couple. It was the best blind
date they could ever have asked for.

the proposal

After dating for a little over a vear, Waylon planned a
weekend at The Greenbrier. During their last night,
they had dinner, played chess, and walked around

the grounds. Waylon wanted to propose at the spring
house, but they couldn’t find it. “I kept asking the
staff for the wrong place,” Waylon laughs. Quinn was
curious about his insistence, but Waylon said he just
wanted to take a picture for her mother since it was
her favorite place. Of course, she believed him and
did not expect what happened next. Waylon activated
the timer, got to her side, and instead of posing for
the picture, he got down on one knee and asked her to
become his wife. In that moment, they could not have
been happier.

the fixer upper

With five months until the wedding, they started
planning right away. Thankfully, thev didn’t have to
worry about finding a venue, Waylon’s siblings had
gotten married at their family's farm, so they decided to
keep the tradition and get married at the Miller Farm in
Barrackville. Together, Waylon’s and Quinn’s families
began clearing out, sweeping, and cleaning up the barn.
They refaced the front of the barn with redwood, and to
preserve the wood, they used an ancient Japanese wood
burning technique called “shou sugi ban.” Their families
also custom built the bar they would use at the wedding.
And during the months leading to the big day, their
families built their ceremony site. Way up the hill of the
farm, there was an old fallen~-down barn. They got rid
of the debris, hauled out wood they could salvage, and
burned the rest to prepare the area for the ceremony.

A few months later, Quinn found her dress. She knew
she wanted something that would make sense for a rustic
wedding at a barn but also have the glamour that she
wanted. She found a dress online and drove to Bridal
Beginning in Pittsburgh to try it on. A vintage-inspired
Wtoo by Watters Elise gown, it featured tiered cupcake
layers of eyelash lace. “When I saw just how it was fitted %o
the body and how the eyelash lace looked, I could picture
dancing in it to Tim McGraw and Faith Hill in a barn.” It
was the perfect dress for the wedding they envisioned.
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Quinn and Waylza's use it as o recepiica Powers, anilers,
family cleared aut the  site. The famiites also  feathers, end candles
bam on MEer Farm custom builf a bar, and s with vintag:
and rafaced the front long tables were dinnerware.

5o the couple could decorated with vibrant
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After an evering
of dining, dencing,
ond playing

with Siurgill, the
miniahrre donkey,
the couple ended
the night with o
lantern cermmony.

the big day

Up on the hill, overlooking the Miller Farm, the guests
and bridal party were brought up on a tractor. It was a
beautiful day for a wedding. The bridesmaids walked
down the aisle to Van Morrison’s “Into the Mystic.”
They wore boho wildflower crowns created by Perennial
Floral in Fairmont. Then, Quinn’s father walked her
down the aisle to “Here Comes the Sun” by The Beatles.
“I will never forget being there with my father and
seeing him all dressed up, proud, and ready to walk me
down the aisle,” she savs. “I can remember what the sun
looked like on the hay, Everyone was up there and it was
time, but here we were down the hill where no one could
see us just yet. We were really in the moment.”

At the reception, the barn was the main attraction.
They chose subtle, yet elegant, white and turquoise
decorations to complement the barn’s grandeur. Instead
of assigned seating, they wanted their guests to choose
where they would to sit and dine together as one
family. The long table had assorted vintage dinnerware
that Quinn’s mother bought at various antique stores.
There was antique glassware sprayed with turquoise
paint, and they did their own chandeliers spraved with
the same color. They also wanted to add a bohemian
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feel to the wedding and added deer antlers that they
borrowed from their fathers and uncles. “It was a nice
touch,” Quinn says. “Everyone had fun talking about
the antlers.” They also decorated with pine branches,
wildflowers, feathers, and about 200 peonies that came
from Quinn’s grandmother’s flower bed.

When Waylon and Quinn walked in, they couldn’t
contain their excitement. “Entering the loft as husband
and wife was my favorite part of our wedding,” Waylon
savs. They finally got to share their first dance to Tim
McGraw and Faith Hill’s “It’s Your Love.” It was their
favorite song. The one they always blasted at full volume
while singing to each other. In that moment, it was
theirs, but now it had 2 whole new meaning.

It was a unique DIY wedding. Their families worked
together from beginning to end and enjoyed every
moment of it. After a day of eating, dancing, laughing,
and playing with Sturgill, their miniature donkey, they
ended their night with a lantern ceremony. At dusk,
with an open sky, everyone released their lanterns. It
was a breathtaking view, the perfect way to end their
unforgettable day.



NOW SAY “I DO” TO THE ONE HOTEL THAT CAN MAKE YOUR WEDDING DREAMS COME TRUE

[' You founsl “the one”

Embassy Suites by Hilton Hotels is the perfect setting for your special day. Our beautiful ballrooms, premier catering services and expert team
offer everything you need to plan, book znd celebrate your wedding in style.

Qur spacious two-roam suites accommodate busy bridesmaids and Hospitality Suites serve as a safe haven for the happy couple. Out-of-town guests love
waking up to our complimentary, made-to-order breakfast and enjoying a drink on us at our Evening Reception *

l Say “l do” at Embassy Suites by Hilton Charleston,

*Receptlons - Engagement Parties - Rehearsal Dinners * Anniversaries * Brunch

300 Court Street - Charleston, WV 25301 - 304-347-8700 embassysuites com
*Service of alcohol subject L state and local laws, Must be of legal drinking age.
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THERE IS A REASON THE WORD “SINGULAR” HAS

come to mean “remarkable.” Sometimes even the

best idea seems impossible to everyone except the
person who dreamed it up. And in that case, it takes a
singular talent with singular motivation to bring that
idea to life.

‘That’s what happened when Emma Boso began to
plan her wedding. She wanted the event to reflect her
“eclectic, bohemian” tastes. But, try as she might to
explain her vision, no one else quite understood.

Others might have abandoned their ideas at that
point, but Emma did not. She forged ahead and,
despite being a full-time student with limited free time,
personally oversaw nearly every detail of her big day.

In the end, she got the wedding she envisioned—and
created a day that family and friends will remember for
years to come.

44 | WY WEDDINGS Spring/Summer 2018

a homey vision
Emma Ervin met Sam Boso in 2013 at Parkersburg
South High School, where she was a freshman and he
was a junior. She got caught sitting in the upperclassmen
area at a basketball game and one of Sam’s friends told
him to kick her out. Sam wouldn't do it, taking to Twitter
to write, "Of course I'm not going to kick the pretty girl
out of the student section.”

He quickly deleted the tweet—but not before one
of Emma’s friends screengrabbed it and texted it to
her. They began trading messages. A few weeks later,
on Valentine’s Day, they went on their first date and
immediately became inseparable. They both enrolled
at West Virginia University, where Sam studied civil
engineering and Emma enrolled in the school’s fashion
design program.

They got engaged in August 2016, while on a camping
trip with friends to Lake Erie. On their first night, Sam
and Emma took a sunset walk along the beach until they
came to a lighthouse. He knelt in the sand and popped
the question. Emma said “yes” without hesitation.

The couple scheduled their wedding for August 2017,
but didn't begin planning right away. Preparations didn't
get underway until Christmas break of that year, with the
ceremony less than eight months away.

Some of the particulars were easy to figure out. Sam
and Emma knew they wanted to get married at his
family’s 13-acre property in Washington, Wood County.
His sister had been married there a few years before,
s0 benches were already in place for the ceremony. But
Emma’s ideas for decorating the grounds went far beyond
the usual flowers and ribbons. She wanted to separate the
outdoor space into various “rooms.” “When guests walked
in, I wanted them to feel like they were walking into an
old-timey house,” she says.



Emmc: designed «ach area of room,” which was decorvied showered the newdyweds with
For wedding to represent o with oriental rugs, a maisle, and  ros patals, held in paner cones
different rcom in &1 hovse. The a chandelier. Instead of rice, made from old sheet music.
ceremony was held i the “living  birdsced, or bubt!ze, guests
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She wanted the registry area to resemble a bedroom.
There would be a secretary desk covered in wth globes,
ucculents, and oid cameras. She would set out three dress
fores for her mom’s wedding dress, her grandmorther’s
dress, and the wedding dress wora by both Sam’:
mom and grandmother, Nearby, on an antique sewing
machine table, there would be the veil Sam’s mom and
grandmother wore as well as photos of all four women on
their wedding days. The centerpiece of this area would
be a white metal frame bed, where guests would drop off
their carde and gifts.

For the ceremony area, Emma wanted o create the f2el
of a living room. She wanted to line the aisle with oriental
rugs in varying colors and sizes running down the aisle. The
coupie would exchange vows before a white greenery-draped
mantle and beneath a chandelier hanging from a tree. The
brida party weuld enter the area through two white doors.
“Without the doors, it doesn't feel like you're walking into 2
room,” she says.

While ker family was happy to go along with her
olars, they didn’t quite understand Emma’s visicn. “My
mom thought I was crazy. Sam’s mom thought I was
crazy.” Nevertheless, she went antique hunting at every
opportacity—with Sam tagging along as her muscle—
to tracking down the items she would neec. “We went
antigue shopping probabiy every single weekezd for a year
and collected stuff,” Emme says.

She bought old box cameras, chairs, a vanity, a desk,

o

afdinerier 2038

and that big white bed. She found a chandelier and
zdorned it with colored erystals. The most difficalt items
to track down, surprisingly enough, were the oriental
rugs. It took a long time to find the colors and sizes she
warted. “I was very picky with my rugs.”

Even as her family saw the ever-increasing stash of
décor, Emma still had a difficult time explzaining how
it would work. So, one sweltering summer day s month
before the wedding, she decided it wes time for a dry
run. “Everyone was trying to help me bur I was like, No,
I aeed to do this™

Ske set up each roors, just like it would be for the
wedding, Finally, everycne got it. Arnd before Emma put
the items back in storage, she tock photos so evervone
would remember where evervthing needed © go.

a diy dress

Emma ordered her bridssmaids dresses from Show
Me Your MuMu, an L.A.-based bohemian apparsl
brand. Some of ker bridesmalds woere bohemian-style
wrag dresses with uttering slesves while some wors
high neckline gowns with an open back. Sam and his
groomsamen &1l wore blue tuxedes. “That’s something
eise they thought I was crezy for,” Emma says,

Sam dic not initally want a blue suit bus, after
seeing the slate blue fabric at Hornor & Harrison in
Parkersburg, he changed his mind. Emma picked out
ivory shirts, vests, and ties to complete the ensemble.



For monihs, Sam and Emma
spant nearly every weekend
iraveling fo antique stores to find
all the pieces she would neeq i>

make her weddina vision come
fo life. The ' finds ircluded lofs
cf vitvigs furniture, knickknacks,
and glassware for the reception,

but Emma says e most cilice’s
#iing to nd was the oriental
rugs that voould surve as har
aisle run. er.

“You always match the vest to the girl’s dress, but I
dido’t want a prom look,” she says.

When it came to her own attire, Emma only
went shopping one time. “I just wanted to go for the
experience. I went once, just to say I did,” she says.
“Everything I saw was too plain or not really my style.”

She knew all along that she would make her own
dress. “T always felt like i went to college for this, it
would be a waste not to make it.” Besides, Emma
wanted a gown with drape sleeves and none of the
bridal shops seemed to carry anything like that. “T still
have not seen that out in bridal stores.”

With wedding preparations and schoelwork, she did
not have time to start on the dress until two months
before the ceremony. “I think my mom almost had a
stroke. Everyone was so stressed.”

Emma wasn't stressed, however, even as she drafted
five different designs—none of which seemed right. So she
just began to make patterns. She then mocked up the dress
with muslin, made everything fit, adjusted the patterns, and
started sewing,

She made the dress from ivory-colored fabric and
covered the garment in silver-threaded lace. The result
was a fitted design that flares at the bottom. “It’s not a
mermaid dress but a trumpet dress,” Emma says. She
did all the worlk herself, except she needed the help of a
local seamstress to get it hemmed—Emma couldn’t pin
the bottom while also wearing the dress. “She said it
was hanging up and everyone who came in was asking
where I got it.” No one could believe the dress was
handmade by the bride.
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Guasts wiant horse aith o upinges adveniur:s, while ma -
of 56m and Emma’s homemade sencl fiendHebele o
rupiicls—won:e:a riceived candles ¢

made from vintage teaci-as they
found during their unfique sz

a boho-themed big day

Although the weather was stormy in the week leading
up to Sam and Emma’s wedding day, August 5, 2017
turned out to be a perfect 74 degrees and breezy. The
couple was similarly fair-tempered. “I wasn’t nervous
at all. My friends commented on how calm I was,”
Emma says.

Emma’s dad Fred, who also officiated the ceremony,
escorted her mom to her seat before looping around to
wealk his daughter down the aisle to the 1990s jengle
rock classic “There She Goes.” It wvas the first time Sam
nad seen Emma’s dress, “Her dress looked beautiful. she
looked beautiful,” he says. “It was a very good moment.”

The ceremony was short and sweet—as a unity
ceremony; the coupie plarted a maple tree to symbolize
the strength of their relationship—and the newlyweds
left the cerermony o Ben E. King’s “Stand By Me.”

The reception was held just a shorr walk away, in a tent
erected by the property’s barn.

Sam and Emma’s fathers built and stained each of the
14 tzbles used at the reception. Each was decorated with
five centerpieces of garden roses, ranunculus, greensry,
ined on vintage
china place settings with Depression glass cups and salad
piates Emma collected during her antique hunts.

Theo’s Restaurant in Cambridge, Ohic catered the
meal, serving up parmesan chickesn, mashed potatoes,
green beans, bowtie pasta, and beef roast. “It was a lot
of random stuff because they ler me pick it out,” Emma
savs. Por dessert, guests enjoved a three-tiered varilia
cake covered in textured buttercream icing and fresh
flowers, made by The Village Cakery in Vincent, Ohio.

Then, with the meal finished, evervore headed 10 the
dance Boor. “We were worried at first because we didn'
have alcobol,” Emma says. But once DJ Chris Wilson
of Premier Productions in Parkershurg got the music
pumping, guests couldn’t resist,

Emma and Sam’s wedding favors followed the
handmade vibe of the rest of the event. Wormen received
candles mace from anticue teacups the couple bought
and filled with wax. The men received sreall jars of local
honey from Bob’s Mazket in Belpre, Ohio.

The coupie honeymooned in Nassau, Jamaiez, ther
returned to Morgantow:, They are now planning a move
to Pittsburgh where Sam will work as a transportation
engineer. Emma, who will graduate from WV U in
Decerber 2018, has landed a maragement job with
Tazget. She hopes to someday work for a fashion design
house. One thing is for sure—ske has over 2 hundred

ests who could provide one heck of a reference.

and other seasonzl flowers, Guest



.
"
-
K




Zhosg Goy |
AGSE T

acteding o vedl #
covars soit {12 bive
ang groom Juring

ihe caremony,

WHEN LESLIE-JOY ROMERO SIGNED UP FOR 4 gViL
membership near her medical school rotations in Charleston,
she was offered free sessions with a random personal rrainer.
The probiem was, she had her eyes on 2 very specific, very
attractive trainer—Chase Harlow, who was working at the
frort desk of the gym. Chase agreed to take her on, and they
started working out together. After running into each other
outside the gym, they agreed to go cn a date and have been
togather ever since.

About three vears later, Leslie and Chase went on vacation
to Nzpz Valley, where Chase was planning 1o propose. “1
planned everything,” he says. “I picked the vinevard and

the ring itself, and I talked to her father before the whole
trip” While visiting the beautiful Frog's Leap Winery,
Chase mentioned that they should have their waltress srap a
photo, something slightly unusual for him. “He hates taking
pictures, and I love taking picrures,” says Leslie, who still
had no idea—unzil Chase asked her to masey him, She sald
yes, and the wedding planning commenced.

classic but modern

The couple debated having a destination wedding, per-
haps in Napa where they got engaged, but they ultimarely
decided to get married in West Virginia at The Greenbrier.
Leslie, who grew up in Beckley, frequently performed
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in dances at The Greenbrier and later attended the West
Virginia School of Osteopathic Medicine in Lewisburg, Plus,
it was an easy distance for family and friends to get to the
wedding. “Ir was somewhere [ atways wanted to get married
at,” she says.

Leslie and Chase stuck to a black and white color scheme
with accents of gold to convey 2 classic but modern look.
“As The Greenbrier, we wouldn't have to decorate so much
because everything is already so beautiful,” Leslie says.

traditions and breaking them
Before the ceremony, Chase and Lesiie tcok some time to
bend the traditional lines for a first lock. “It was a close,
intimate setting,” Chase says, “I was breathless. I just kind of
stared at her for a minute.” He had actuelly already seen his
bride in her wedding gown, because he was with her the day
she picked it out. Leslie was stressed out in: the middle of her
medica! school residency, and none of her girl friends could
join her when she had time to go dress shopping, “Normally I
don’t volunteer for these kinds of things, but I went with her
s0 she didn™ have to do it zlone,” Chase says, and Leslie could
not have been more grateful. “We're not that traditional. I
wanted his opinion and reaction,” she says.

The ceremony, held in The Greenbrier Chapel, creatively
intertwined Leslie’s Filipino heritzge with Catholic wedding
traditions, Their Filipino priest included customs that
are popular in the Philippines, like arrhae (coins}, which



The Greanbrier, Laslie’s for a tradit:anal Catholic reception bairoom wos
dream wedding venue and Filipino ceremony, the filiad for the fively party
singe she was a litle girl, brigh!’y decorated rooms with gold accents end o
had everything the coupls and halhways served ¢ black-and-whito checkercd
wanted, The beautiful the perfect space for pre- tancy Roor.

Greenbrier Chapal aflowad  wedding portraits, and the
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symbolize prosperity, wedding sponsors who commit themselves to
providing guidance for the newlywed couple, and a veil and cord that
are placed over the heads of the bride and groom to show unity and
commitment to family.

As Chase saw Leslie walking down the aisle, “There’s my beautiful

Filipino princess,” he remembers thinking. “There’s the girl of my dreams.”

dancing the night away

It was time to enter the reception, and the getting-married nerves had died
down, but a new anxiety plagued Chase. Leslie, formerly a professional
dancer, introduced the idea of choreographing a unique first dance justa
few weeks before the wedding. “That was probably more nerve-wracking
than getting married,” says Chase, but it turned out there was no reason to
be nervous. The crowd loved their dance, which started with a slow song,
turned into the comical '80s hit “Never Gonna Give You Up,” and ended
with hip-hop. It was the perfect entry to the party, where everyone enjoyed
hilarious toasts by the bride’s parents followed by filet and lobster catered
by The Greenbrier.

Their event coordinators helped pull off the couple’s vision, but there
was one thing Leslie really, really wanted: “the black and white check-
erboard dance floor. T felt like the dance floor was the big thing I said,
ves, we neged to have that” YWhy? Because Leslie’s Filipino family loves wo
dance. “It’s not a cliché,” Leslie says. “At any Filipino event, you will see
the Filipinos dancing, Ve wanted evervone to have 2 great time.”

And as expected, the dance Zoor was packed for hours. Lesiie and Chase
hired a band to play classic hits and popular songs for the lively crowd. “Even
after four or five bours of dancing and drinking and partying, svervbody
was still there dancing,” Leslie savs. After the wedding eventually wound
down, the remaining guests went to the casino. “For davs and menths, when
I would see family and friends afterwards, they would tell me it was & greas
time,” Chase says.



This couple begamitheir lives together in Harpers Ferry,
where the bridé’s aneestors settled in the 1700s.
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Sarah and John’s
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personalities.

(A = "FI IJI_ "I_l
. = T—

R T
- sl

IT WAS LOVE AT FIRST HISTORIC SITE for Sarah and
John Lustrez. Jobhn, a kistory mator with a focus on the
Civil Wz, ended up with a summer job at Harpers Ferry
National Historical Park, where he met Sarah, 2 Weast
Virginiz University student who was also enjoving seasonal
experience at Harpers Ferry. Johrn says, “It was precry
serendinitous.”

adventure awaits

The couple started 2 long-distance relationship as John
returned to gracuate school in South Carolina and Sarah
hezded back to school in Morgantown, Within a few months,
Tohn says, thev had the “when vou krow, you know” momernt.
As they came back togerher the foliowing summer, John
planned to propose duting a read trip ‘o the Shenandozh
Valley in Virginia. They stopped at the Route 11 Porato Chip
Fzetory, picked up some bags of chips, anc had 2 picnic before
exploring Lurav Caverns.
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As they drove up Skrline Drive, John pulled offat an
everlock. He asked z stranger to take a picture of them
and got down or one kree and asked Sarah to marry
him. “She was kind of surprised, so she stammered
something and I couldn’™ hear her so I asked her to
repeat it,” John says. She did sey ves, but then John
froze. “I forgot I was supposed to put the ring on her
finger,” he savs. Sarah’s family in Martinsburg, aware
of the day’s events because John had told ther: ahead of
time, celebrated with the newly engaged couple at the
end of the day.

next stop

The first few weeks of engagement were exciting but
rushed, since John was heading back to South Carolina
for his last vear of graduate school. They quickly fourd
a photographer to take their engagement pictures in
Harpers Ferry and started researching venues. One day,



The coupie was married in the  land for the church, soveral
church bui'ding that goes far family members ara buried

back in Sarah’s family history.  there, and hor grandparents
Her ancestors donated the were morrad thers,

Sarah and her mom visited a local coffee shop
and ran into one of Sarah’s old math teachers,
who happened to mention that her son was
getting married at the Barn at York Hill, an
18th century barn and orchard in Shenandoah
Junction. “T looked it up and said, ‘that’s the
one,” Sarah says. The couple toured it, loved it,
and booked it.

With the reception venue clinched, the rest
of the wedding’s rustic chic charm fell into
place, Sarah complemented the barn’s interior
with lights, candles, blue hydrangeas, and gold
accents. “T wanted it to look more natural,” she
says. “(The barn) is beautiful in its own way, and
1 didn’t want to take away from that.”

a special place
Sarah and John chose to have their wedding
ceremony at the same church where Sarah’s
ancestors settled in the 1700s. One of her
great-grandfathers donated the land for Christ
Reformed Church in Shepherdstown, and
several of her family members who died in the
Civil and Revolutionary wars are buried there.
“It’s always had a special place in my family’s
heart,” Sarah says. Even her grandparents were
married there more than 70 years ago.

"The couple waited to see each other until
the ceremony. John tried not to gaze around the
room too eagetly, so he slowly looked up as Sarah
started her walk down the aisle — and then it hit
hirn. “Tt slayed me, pretty much,” he says. “T was
so avercome by how beautiful she looked and
the beauty of the whole moment, how so many
people traveled far and wide to be with us.” Their
love filled the room as they recited traditional
vows and exchanged rings. “I went to put his
ting on, and his expression was just one of awe,
disbelief, and excitement,” Sarah says.

smore fun

After the ceremony, guests enjoyed light appetizers
during cocktail hour while the couple took
pictures. But they knew exactly when the party
started—]John and Sarah entered the reception
to the tune of the Chicago Bulls' starting lineup
hype song. (John, the huge NBA fan, was also
donning Bulls’ socks.} They finally relaxed together
during their first dance to “All My Heart” by
Sleeping with Sirens. “It was a weirdly private
moment,” John says. “People were watching us,

but we were locked in on each other.”

mywvwvedding.com | 55



One of Sarch and john’s Their wedding ot The Bam
goals when planning their at York Hill gave guests a
wadding was lo show off variety of spaces fo roam,
West Virginia's nafural including ovidoer tables and

beguly fc their family and a bonfire.
friends From cut-ofsiate.
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The Barn at York Hill aliowed for guests
to congregate in various areas and wander
around the venue. When they weren't eating
their dinner of steak and margarita chicken,
guests could hang out by the newly built bar,
walk outside of the tent to outdoor tables, or
make s’'mores around the bonfire that burned
all evening, Sarah and John’s wedding planner
found them a photo booth that everyone
enjoved, and the couple got to keep everyone’s
pictures afterward. And of course, there was
the dance floor. John, a self-proclaimed metal
music junkie, was excited that the family-friend
DJ played a metal song and was met by a mini
mosh pit from some friends.

Guests grabbed a bag of Route 11 potato chips
as party favors that brought Sarah and John
back to the day of their proposal. The couple
also departed with a sparkler send-off. “A lot of
my guests had never been to the East Coast or
to West Virginia,” says John, whose family and
friends came in from his hometown outside of
Chicago. “We wanted people to see how wild
and wonderful West Virginia is,” Sarah says.
“People were amazed at how beautiful it was.”
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Forever in Love

Real West Virginia couples like .

Chelsea Fisher and Nicholas
Burdette announce their marriages '
in the WV Weddings register-. .

photographed by Callie Lindsey Photography 1
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N AT AU E R E I D NATALIE, OF BRIDGEPORT, AND BRENDAN, of Overland Park, Kansas, met at 2 mutual
friend’s beach house in May 2012 and got engaged in February 2016. Brendan
A |_| F F & B R E N D A N planned a weekend trip to one of their favorite escapes, Seaside, Florida, While
walking along the beach, they stopped at a gazebo to watch the sunset and Brendan
P AT R | C K FO LEY asked Natalic to be his wife. The ceremony and reception were held at Swift Level
Farm in Lewisburg, The bride wore a simple lace gown with a chapel-length veil, and
LEWISBURG | 8.5.17 the bridesmaids wore biack lace dresses. The groom sported a classic black suit with a

black vest. The bride was escorted by her father and walked down the aisle to “Simple
Gifts” played by her childhood friend. where the couple exchanged traditional vows
and exchanged wedding rings that were family heirlooms. When the couple arrived at
the reception site, they were surprised by the bride’s late grandfather’s voice playing as
they walked in. Natalie’s grandfather was a PA announcer for WVU Athletics and the

BRIDE’S PARENTS

waura & S Aliff

GROOM’S PARENTS WVU Marching band for 44 years before he passed away. The DJ surprised her with
Suscn & Rokerr Foley one of his famous intros from the WVU football games. The couple performed their
PHOTOGRAPHED BY first dance to “Can’t Take My Eyes Off You” by Frankie Valli. Guests enjoyed a buffet

The Obercors of vegetables, fruits, chicken, potatoes, and salad. After dinner, dancing continued into

the night and guests later went home with wedding-themed sports cups. The couple
koneymooned at Playa Mujeres in Mexico.
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—:ﬂ BRIDE'S GOWN

Vezelles the 2-idal Shoppe, Tellohasses, FL
HAIR & MAKEUP

Toni Exquisite i4air, Merg nieen
GROOM’S & GROOMSMEN'S ATTIRE

128, A, Bank, Tell=hassea, FL

OFFICIANT

Dr. Kan Romsey, bridgeport

PLANNER

Ruce Mestor, Lewishurg

CEREMONY MUSIC

Grog Hairison Sod, didgopoit
FLOWERS

Wzt Farins, Lewisham
CATERER

iiash Browns & New Grounds, Priacport
CAKE

Ausy's Cukes & Censs, Lawisburn
ENTERTAINMENT

Scrnia Cruz Band, Cherlzgion

Ed Morrison, Brideport

RENTALS

Gillespi+'s Tlowsrs end Productien,

Wite Sulphur Snninge

YIDEOGRAPHER

Picicry Productions

LOCATION

Swift Level Farm, Lewisburg
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THE REGISTER

ANGELINA
DOMINICA
NICOLE ANGOIT]
& JOSHUA ROBERT
ZONTEK

SNOWSHOE | 7.15.17

BRIDE’S PARENTS
Cindy & Frank Angott:
GROOM'S PARENTS

Debbie & Mike Mann
PHOTOGRAPHED BY

Brittany Anderson Photography
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CLARKSBURG NATIVES ANGIE AND JosH met while she was in high school and he
was at college with her brother and cousin. After dating for a few years, Josh decided

to propose on the day Angie got her master’s degree in education from West Virginia
University. They went home to prepare for a commencement party ber family was
having in Clarksburg, but little did she know that it was actually an engagement party.
While getting readv, Josh called her to look at something odd outside the window.
When she looked outside there was a sign in the yard that said “Marry Me.” When
she turned around, Josh was down on one knee with a ring in his hand. Their
ceremony was at Snowshoe Mountain. The bride chose a strapless ivory Oscar

de la Renta gown with a lace Vera Wang overlay. Her bridesmaids wore blush
taffera Monique Lhuiller mermaid-style dresses with V-neck tops. The groom and
groomsmen wore matching black tuxedos and bow ties from Skasik’s. Angie’s father
walked her down the aisle while the groom’s cousin played “Canon in D” on the
piano. The couple was happy to exchange vows written by their minister and friend
Vishnu Reddy, who also surprised the couple and officiated their ceremony. They
shared their first dance to “Say You Won't Let Go” by James Arthur. The evening
concluded with guests uniting in a circle around the couple as the band played “Take
Me Home, Country Roads.” Instead of a honeymoon, the couple took an anniversary
trip to the Caribbean.



r

SNCWSHOE

Forever Wild

BRIDE’S GOWN

Saks Jandel, Chevy Chese, 1AD
BRIDESMAIDS' DRESSES

Bella Bridesmaids, Charlz<ion, 3C
GROOM’S & GROOMSMEN’S ATTIRE
Skasik's, Clarksburg
COORDINATOR

Jaime Ziler, Snowshoe Mountain Resort,
Srowshoe

FLOWERS

JoJo's Flo-ol & Bridc!, Fl%ins
CATERER

Snuwshoe ivicuntain Razort, Snowshoa
CAKE

Torchia’s Italian Pasizies, Eridgeport
GROOM’S CAKE

Torckhia’s 'talian Pasfrius, Sridgeg o
ENTERTAINMENT

Affirmative Groova, Rich:siond, YA
FAVORS

lincta Xandsr, Buckiznnon
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MICAH RASHELLE
BALLARD & DILION
LEE MADDEN

GOLDSBY, OKLAHOMA | 8.11.17

BREDE’'S PARENTS

Paula & Mike Ballard

GROOM'S PARENT
Debra & the late Glen Modden

PHOTOGRAPHED BY
Beth Forester
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MICAH OF MADISON AND DILLON OF WAYNE, OKLAHOMA, met through the Tinder
dating app. The first time he appeared on the app, Micah didn’ think they would work. Who
had time for long distance relationships anyway? She swiped left and even deleted the app after
some time. A few months later, she downloaded it to give it another shot and Dillon appeared
again. Giving him a chance, she found that they had many things in common. They decided to
meet., After two and a half years of traveling to see each other, Dillon decided that it was time
to make it official. While he was on a job assignment in Florida, Micah visited him and they
decided to have a night at home. While dancing in the kitchen, they recalled a night they’d
spent under the stars, and to her surprise, Dillon said, “The only thing better would be if we
were under the stars right now” He then got down on one knee and proposed. Their cerernony
was held at Southwind Hills in Goldsby, Oklahoma. The bride wore a Justin Alexander beaded
and embroidered lace mermaid gown with a cathedral-length veil. She completed the look with
eartings designed by Jill Zborovancik. The groom wore the Oklahoma native attire of starched
denim jeans, a classic black long sleeve dress shirt, and a black blazer. The vintage biack cowboy
hatwas 2 addition after the caremony: The bride’s bouquet had pink peonies entwined with lace
from her mother’s veil, and it featured a locket with her late and beloved Nana’s photograph. For
their first dance, the couple two-stepped Oklahoma-style to their favorite song that represented
their relationship: “Interstate” by the Randy Rogers Band. During the zeception, the eouple was
surprised by a video toast from Boone county native Mamie White of “The Wild and Wonderful
Whites” giving her best wishes to thern. At the end of the night, the crowd gathered outside as
the couple made their exit through streamers and confetti. They honeymooned at Secrets Resort
in Playa Mujeres, Mexico. Miczh is a family nurse practitioner and Dillon is a pipeline engineer.
The happy couple are now traveling the country for Dillon’s job assignments.



BRIDE'S GOWN

The Boutique by B.Bslle Events, Charleston
BRIDESMAIDS' DRESSES

RoseTree Boutique, Caredo

HAIR & MAKEUP

Chelsey Ann Artistry, Oklohoma City, OK
ACCESSORIES

Jill Zborovaneik, Burlington, VT

Johr Cock Jewelers, Charleston

GROOM’S ATTIRE

Men's Wearhouse, Dallas, TX
GROOMSMEN’S ATTIRE

Langston's Western Wear, Oklahoma City, OK
COORDINATOR

Elaina Tabor, Southwind Hills, Goldsby, OK
FLOWERS

Dobra Harlass, Madison

CATERER

Fred Auletta, Soutliwind Hills, Goldshy, OK
CAKE

Amy Caxes, Norman, OK

GROOM'S CAKE

Amy Cckes, Narman, OK
ENTERTAINMENT

OKC D) Weddings M&M Praductions, Oklahoma City, OK
FAVORS

Svoeeis on the Side, Edmond, CK
VIDEOGRAPHER

TKR Madia, Moers, OK; Joe Linville, Danviile
LOCATION

Southwind Hills, Goldsby, OK
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CHARLOTTE
BIBBEE & JOHN
VELLENOWETH

BIDWELL, CHIO | 7.22.17

BRIDE’S PARENTS

lulie & Kein Bibbee

GROOM’S PARENTS
Susan & Red Vellenoweth

PHOTOGRAPHED BY

Ashley Wtz Photography
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CHARLOTTE OF POINT PLEASANT AND JOHN OF WHEELING met through 2 dating app
while living in Columbia, South Carolina. She was a pediatric resident and ke a fitness
coach. During their first conversation they found thar they were both from West
Virgiria znd actually already had a friend in common. Or August 13, 2016, John
tooi Charlortte for a hike in the nearby Blue Ridge Mountains, set up his camera for 2
scenic photo of them, and surprised er with a stunning solitaire. The rehearsa! dinner
was held a1 the Point Pleasant River Museum, and the wedding took place just across
the Ohio River ar The Green Valley Gathering Plzce, an outdoor venue with a lake
background. The aisle was lined with a dozen 24" pots of garden fowers. Charlotte’s
strapless, sweetheart neckline gown with lzce applique was embellished with beads
and peerls. Charlotte’s wedding band is her great grandmother’s wedding band, and
she wore farily heirloom jewelry given to her by her paternal grandmothers—a pearl
necklace 2nd braceler and a blue Endy star xing. She carried 2 cascading bouquet
featuring coral peonies, Blarcz roses, and magenta callz lilies. The groom wore a black
Mickae! Kors Sterling wedding suit with ivory accessories. The guests received fans
printed with the names of the wedding party, eight of the 12 being West Virginians.
The favors were jars of honey ceclering the marriage is “Meant to Bee.” The cake
table was set with Charlotte’s maternal grandperents’ American Fostoria. Platrers held
cupcakes embellished with edible pearls. A family punch recipe was served from a
purch towl used in three generations of weddings. The cake plate was 2 wedding gift
to her grandparents 67 vears ago. Flowers topping the cake and in the Fostoria bud
vases, further zccentuated the garden theme.




BRIDE'S GOWN

Jo-Lin's Bsiid, leemey, SC

BRIDESMAIDS’ DRESSES

1 & J o the Bumnva, Parksriliung
FLOWER GIRL'S DRESS

Wendy's 0ridsl Cetiabius, Duisia, €
GROOM’S & GROOMSMEN'S ATTIRE
AT ATsa Toxe oy, C2llipeti, ©H
FLOWERS

Four Zncsa. Flois, Poid Flacsan?
CATERER

Wallingtan's Tafe & Cgening, Chuarlesn
CAKE

Sannifey Cupddilf, Piwew Miven
ENTERTAINMENT
Jusin Fuiie o, WL
Muth Audin, T, T
FAVORS
za'serafls.cy.com

LOCATION

Cruen Vo Gohisring Fiacs, Rideed|, T

Ao, R
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RACHEL BLAR &
CHRIS HOLESTINE

MILTON | 5.20.17

BRIDE’S PARENTS

Sheryl Blair & Jeffery 2 air

GROOM’S PARENTS

Brenda & Robert Dunlap

PHOTOGRAPHED BY
Meredith Dicksns Professional Imagery
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ALTHOUGH RACHEL, OF DUNBAR, AND CHRIS, OF SOUTH CHARLESTON, both
graduated from South Charleston High School in 2009, they didn’t actually meet
until 2012 when they reconnected through social media. After dating for a few
years, Chris decided it was time to pop the question. He planned a surprise day trip
to take her zip-lining for the first time, but due to Rachel’s nervousness, he held

off the proposal to plan something more calming for her. A few days later, while
walking along a wooded trail at a local park in Dunbar, he got down on one knee
and asked Rachel to be his wife. The couple decided on an outdoor ceremony held
at The Maylon House in Milton. The bride chose an ivory Pronovias floor-length,
fit-and-flare gown with a V-back and a side-draping skirt. Gold Badgley Mischka
heels completed the look. Her bridesmaids wore pale sage Alfred Angelo dresses.
The groom wore a navy suit. During the ceremony, the couple exchanged traditional
vows. In that special moment, the groom—who doesn't cry easily—even got teary-
eyed. After the ceremony, guests enjoyed a cocktail hour in the tavern area with yard
games, appetizers, and the couple’s signature drinks: Lemon Lime Mofito was the
bride’s choice, and Jack and Coke was the groom’s choice. At the reception, the couple
shared their first dance to “1 Won't Give Up” by Jason Mraz. Guests left the reception with
koozies in the wedding’s colors. The couple honeymooned at Pawley’s Island in South
Carolina and now reside in Dunbar. Chris is an assistant manager of & body shop in South
Chatleston, and Rachel is a loan assistant 2t a bank in Chardeston. The couple is expecting
their first child in Oztober.
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BRIDE’'S GOWN

Tk Beutique by B.Be!z Events,
Charles’on

BRIDESMAIDS' DRESSES
Rewulrae Soniigus, Caredo
GROOM’S & GROOMSMEN'S ATT"!E
fien’s Wearheus:, S-umh Chorls
FLOWERS

G- Flurist, desnove

CATERER

The Moylon Heyse,

CAKE

Vol Ve pr Cles, i o

LOCATION
Tira Maylon Houea, Miirm
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CARA PATTON
BOYLE & DAVID
ROBERT POGUE

CHARLESTON | 4.29.17

BRIDE’S PARENTS
Christine & Richard Boyle

GROOM'S PARENTS
Patricia & Robert Pogue

PHOTOGRAPHED BY
Melissa Perella Photogre ohy
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DAVE, FROM WHEELING, SAW CARA, FROM CHARLESTON, for the first time while she
was working at a Coach store in Charleston, Although he did not work up the nerve

to ask her out at that time, he was lucky enough to get another chance when the couple
was later set up by a mutual friend. They have been inseparable ever since. After a year
of dating, Dave decided to propose a¢ the Festival of Lights at Oglebay. At the end of
the tour, the couple planned to see the mansion, which is Cara’s favorite part of Oglebay.
When walking towards it, Dave told Cara to keep walking so he could take 2 good
photo of her in front of the mansion’s decorated entrance. When they arrivec and she
turned around, Dave was down on one knee. The couple wanted their wedding to be

a special day from the heart, so Cara planned the whole wedding and handmade the
invitations and decorations for the wedding. Cara always dreamed of getting married at
St. Anthony’s Catholic Church in Charleston, the same church her parents got married
in 41 years before. The bride wore a Tara Keely ivory shantung ball gown with an
Alencon lace illusion bateau neckline and a deep V-back. The groom and groomsmen
wore gray suits and personalized bow ties and pocket squares to match the bridesmaids’
dresses. The bride’s bouquet included a mix of ranunculus, hydrangeas, tulips, roses, and
gerbera daisies. The reception was held at the Holiday Inn & Suites Charleston West
in Charleston where there was a Beatles-themed cocktail hour. For their first dance, the
couple choreographed a dance to Ed Sheeran’s “Thinking Out Loud.” Guests enjoyed
coloring books and a photobooth at the reception to bring out the childish nature in
everyone. The couple spent their honeymoon at Negril in Jamaica. They now reside in
Charleston, where Cara is an underwriting representative and Dave is an attorney.



BRIDE’'S GOWN
The Boutique by B.Belle Events,
Charleston

BRIDESMAIDS® DRESSES
Elizabeth Michael's Boutique,
Yienna

HAIR

Corena Maiden, The Blend,
South Charleston

MAKEUP

Kalyn Walls, Charleston
GROOM’'S & GROOMSMEN’S
ATTIRE

Men’s Wearhouse, Charleston
OFFICIANT

Father Babu Joseph Elamturuthil
CEREMONY MUSIC

Mark Scarpelli & Jonathan
Tucker, Charlaston

Erie King & Keith Cox,
Charleston

FLOWERS

Winter Floral and Anfiques,
Charleston

CATERER

Holiday Inn & Suites Charleston
West, Charleston

CAKE

Sweet Imagine Custom Bakery
and Confections, Charlesten
GROOM’S CAKE

Sweet Imagine Custom Bakery
and Confections, Charlaston
ENTERTAINMENT

Vinyl Village, Charleston
VIDEOGRAPHER

Weadflik, online

PHOTO BOOTH

The West Virginia Photo Booth
Company, Huntington
CEREMONY

5t. Anthony's Cathalic Church,
Charleston

RECEPTION

Holiday Inn & Suites Charleston
" West, Charleston
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LAUREN BROWN

& JUSTIN HILL
CRAB ORCHARD | 7.15.17
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BRIDE’S PARENTS
Rebecca & Randy Brown

GROOM’S PARENTS
Kay & Brian Hill

PHOTOGRAPHED BY

Melissa Kincaid Photography
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PRINCETON NATIVES LAUREN AND JUSTIN met in high school after starting their first
job at a local restaurant. Years later, Justin surprised Lauren with a trip to Myrtle
Beach. The couple was walking at the beach, and at sunset, Justin got down on one
knee and proposed with his grandmother’s ring. The ceremony was held at Daniel
Vineyards in Crab Orchard. The bride wore a Hayley Paige ivory lace and tulle ball
gown with a low open back, crisscross strap detaills, and a cascading tulle skirt. The
bridesmaids wore full-length pastel floral dresses, and the groom and groomsmen
donned charcoal gray tuxes with white dress shirts. The bride’s grandfather,

who was dressed in his military uniform, tossed flowers down the aisle prior to

her entrance. The couple exchanged vows in front of an archway entwined with
greenery. The bride carried a mixed floral bouquet comprised of pink and white
roses. During the ceremony, following the Native American legend, the couple
released a butterfly in hopes that their wishes come true. The couple honeymooned
at Riviera Maya in Mexico. They currently reside in Bluefield where Laurenisa
nurse, and Justin works with first aic szles.



BRIDE'S GOWN

Mia Be!v Coutura, online
BRIDESMAIDS’ DRESSES

Prativ Flum Sigor, onlne
GROOM'’S & GROOMSMEN'S ATTIRE
Bowties and Duilarlies, Bluefie'd
FLOWERS

Viebbs of Becklay Flmist, Backlsy
CATERER

A Tazt= of M=mph's. Prinaton
CAKE

8yria’s Swert Cakas, Flut Top
ENTERTAINMENT

tohn Carbeti, Cels Sre;,
Yaillvo Braga, Primetin

it Railey, Pringsea

Mike Fcum D, Pringataem
LOCATION

Deniel Vinuyods, Cre'y Grelizied
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L AU R E N M A R | E KENOVA NATIVES LAUREN AND ALEX MET IN 2007 during high school and got engaged
in'2016 while Laurer was in her third year of medica! school. The couple travelled to

B U R LE Y & Ohio’s Hocking Hills, where Alex proposed at Glen Laurel, a quaint, romantic Scotrish
retreat. The ceremony was held at the First Christian Church in Ashland, Kentucky—

A I_ E X A N D E R C R A | G wherte the bride’s paternal grandparents were also married—and the reception took place
at The Old Post Office in Ashland. The bride watked down the aisle in an A-line gown

T U I': T S with ar embeliished sweetheart neckline. The bridesmaids’ blush pink dresses were
adorned with moonstone embelliskments, and the groom wore a Calvin Klein traditional

ASHLAND, KENTUCKY | 7.1.17 tuxedo with a textured vest and tic. The floral arrangements included a multitude of

peonies, roses, similar blush-toned flowers, and eucalyptus leaves, At the reception,

the couple performed their first dance to “Remedy” by Adele. The four-tiered wedding
cake had a gold lattice detail on the bottom tier, a 24 karat gold-painted second tier, and
two blush pink top tiers adorned with a flower wreath that matched the bride’s bouquet.
Guests left the reception with small bags of Glen Laurel’s signature vanilla granola
GROOM'S PARENTS wirh a note from the bride and groom attached. After an evening of celebrating with
Barbara & Allen Tufts friends and family, the couple exited through an archway of balloons held by the
guests. The couple honeymooned at Zoetry Paraiso de 12 Bonita in Riviera Maya,
Mexico, and reside in Huntington, where Lauren will be a resident with Marshall
Pediatrics, and Alex is a civil/structural engineer employed by United Group Services
of Ashland, Kentucky.

BRIDE’S PARENTS
Melissa & Clinton Burley

PHOTOGRAPHED BY
Powell Photography
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BRIDE'S GOWN
Bridal and Formal, Cincinnati, OH
BRIDESMAIDS’ DRESSES
Bridal and Formal, Cincinnati, OH
GROOM’S & GROOMSMEN'S ATTIRE
JoS. A, Bank, Huntington
CEREMONY MUSIC
The Strings, Charlaston
FLOWERS
Spurlock’s Flowers and Greenhouses,
Huntington
CATERER
Suzeatering, Barboursville
CAKE
Suzcatering, Barbousville
#  ENTERTAINMENT

Joshua Ruby, BRAVO-Live Di, Hurricane
FAVORS
Glen Laurel, Rockbridge, OH
VIDEOGRAPHER
Alyson Biggs
CEREMONY '
M| First Christian Church, Ashland, KY

| RECEPTION
The Old Post Office, Ashland, KY
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MEGAN COLLEEN
CALLAGHAN &
JAMES MARION
BAILEY

SNOWSHOE | 8.5.17

BRIDE'S PARENTS
Danc Robertson Callaghan
Michael O. Callaghan & Cheri Heflir:

GROOM’S PARENTS
Dawn & James Bailey
Roxanne Pauley

PHOTOGRAPHED BY
NCW Productions
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MEGAN, OF CHARLESTON, AND JAMES, OF SOUTH CHARLESTON, met at West
Virginia University while involved in the Student Government Association.
However, it wasn’t until they graduated and moved back to their hometowns that
they started dating in 2012, After they'd dated for several years, Snowshoe had
become the couple’s favorite getaway, and James decided it was the best place to pop the
question. He proposed at the Mountain Lodge lawn overlooking Shavers Lake in 2016,
a year before they would get married at the same location. One of the couple’s close
friends got certified to officiate their wedding. The couple exchanged traditional vows
and participated in a Gaelic hand tying ceremony. The bride’s Essence of Australia lace
A-line gown featured illusion sleeves and a grosgrain ribbon adorned with diamante
accents. The groom wore a traditional navy tuxedo. The bride was escorted by her father
while a traditional bagpiper played “Mairi’s Wedding.” One of the bride’s close friends
read a poem by e.e. cummings as part of the ceremony. The couple hosted a tented
reception overlooking the slopes of Snowshoe Mountain, They performed their first
dance to “La Vie en Rose” by Lowis Armstrong. The reception was candlelit with gold
candelabras on all tables, and for the sweetheart table, the fzther of the bride handmade
a barn wood sign that said “Love,” and the florist created a lush look with a robin’s egg
blue table cloth. The guests enjoyed peanut butter, marble, buttercream, and red velvet
cake, and the groom's cupcakes featured his favorite things, such as several Marvel
characters, a scale of justice, and the couple’s adorable dog named Gigi. The couple
honeymooned at Sandals in St. Lucia. They now reside in Charleston, where Megan is a
realtor and James is an attorney.
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BRIDE’S GOWN

Tn= Yo Boutique, Morgantoven
BRIDESMAIDS’ DRESSES

Ve To Ea Chis, onliica

HAIR

tozlen Beles, Salan 203, Chudastan
MAKEUP

Jarve Vishinan, Mabop Ly Chinn v,
Moo Yerl, NY

GROOM’S & GROOMSMEN’S ATTIRE
Mans Waamiioune, Sovin Thotlstn
OFFICIANT
Siwven V!t
RINGS

Cobvin P fles s
CEREMONY MUSIC

Brees CVWoichy Tvhan, MC
FLOWERS

Jeda's Fioral and Bride?, Elvins
CATERER

Stowches Bt S
CAKE

Cokos by Apnaiisnsit,
GROOM’'S CUPCAKES
Cutas iy Supsinibant,
ENTERTAINMENT
BRAYD:liva Crte kminmant, Crarlestion
FAVORS

fapaorn Festory, Carls Flses, [NY
LOCATION

Sroveshoe MAzoni Reaard, Saouches

I35, SaulinChalesion

W
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JENNIFER HELEN
COOPERRIDER &
PATRICK GERARD
CORMAC
COSGROVE

COLUMBUS, OHIO | 4.22.17

BRIDE’S PARENTS

Cathy & Dan Cooperrider

GROOM’S PARENTS
Irene & Paul Cesgrove

PHOTOGRAPHED BY
Jessica love Photography
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JENNIFER FROM CROSS LANES AND CORMAC FROM DERRY, Northern Ireland, met
while doing research at a laboratory in Boston. Jennifer was working prior to medical
school and Cormac was starting a post-doctoral fellowship when their relationship took
flight. A few years later, after Jennifer took the final exams of her clinical year of medical
school, Cormac surprised her with an evening of dinner, drinks, and a walk in the park
where they had enjoyed one of their first dates. There, he got down on one knee and asked
Jennifer to be his wife. The couple chose Franklin Park Conservatory Palm House for
their ceremony and reception. The bride wore a full-length tulle sheath gown, featuring a
keyhole back and a sweetheart neckline with beaded corded lace over Chauntilly lace. She
completed her look with a beaded-edge fingertip veil and her mother’s pearls and great
grandmother’s brooch on her bouquet. The groom paired a kilt in Maclean of Duart
tartan with a titanium gray tweed argyle jacket. The groomsmen also wore gray tweed
argyle jackets, kilts in a variety of tartans, gold ties, and monogram cufflinks gifted by

the groom. The flower arrangements incorporated the colors of the kilts featuring protea,
tulips, lysantheums, godetia, ranunculus, and garden roses, with a variety of greenery.
The couple were married in the gazebo and wrote their own vows. During the cocktail
hour, guests explored the butterfly house and enjoyed a video of the couple compiled by
the bride’s mother. At the reception, the couple performed their first dance to “Flowers in
Your Hair” by The Lumineers. The wedding tied the couple’s backgrounds and families
together—guests were taught traditional Scottish Ceilidh dancing by the groomsmen
and later went home with jars of West Virginia honey. The couple honeymooned at
Amara Resort and Spa in Sedona, Arizona. They now reside in Chicago, Illinois,
where Jennifer is a resident physician and Cormac is a research scientist.



BRIDE'S GOWN
Vierdv's Zridal Cobombis, Celundrs, OH
HAIR & MAKEUP

Chastes Panzons Salea, Celimbu:, OH
GROOM'S & GROOMSMEN'’S ATTIRE

Kk PUSA, Phamide, AZ
COORDINATOR

: ur wwlin Park Censavarary,
Coluirbug, COH

FLOWERS

Tha Tene wman Colurmbys, Columbus, OH
CATERER

rrontfin Fark Conservaiory, Cojumbus, OH
CAKE

ENTERTAINMENT
Bucteye Erinrlainaen, Colusds, CH
LOCATION

nldn Fark Corsepaatury Falm
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KEL CUNNINGHAM
& NATHANIEL ZINN

FARMINGTON, PENNSYLVANIA | 6.3.17

BRIDE’S PARENTS
Joyce & Joe Cunningham

GROOM'S PARENTS
Linda & Harris Zinn

PHOTOGRAPHED BY
Laurel Mouniain Photography
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WHEN COUNTRY ROADS BROUGHT KEL1 HOME T0 WEST VIRGINIA to continue her
career at a place so dear to her heart, she never expected that the person who would
later capture her heart was wotking just yards away under the same roof in a venue
where the two had previously and scparately developed a deep admiration for the
Mountaineers, the WVU Coliseumn. Nathaniel, from Clarksburg, and Keli, from
Petersburg, had been working together for a few years at West Virginia University
before they connected on a more personal level at a baseball banquet. Almost two
years later, on Christmas Day, Nathaniel proposed to Keli at her father’s home in West
Virginia with her mom, sister, and brother-in-law present. Keli was shocked, as she

had been speculating that Nathaniel would propose at Nemacolin Woodlands Resort,

a special place among the mountains that the two had become very fond of while they
were dating, It was only fitting that they later chose Nemacolin as the site for their
wedding day. On June 3, 2017, exactly two years from the date Nathaniel purchased
Keli’s engagement ring, the Cunningham and Zinn families along with their dearest of
friends gathered together to celebrate the marriage of Keli and Nathaniel, From sunrise
to nightfall, joy, love, and laughter radiated throughout the festivities highlighted by a
gold and blue palette. As the day came to a close, the DJ cued John Denver while family
and friends circled the bride and groom for a tradition that highlights every win for the
Mountaineers, the singing of “Take Me Home, Country Roads.” And just as fireworks
fill the sky during memorable moments in Mountaineer history, so too would fireworks
light up the night in celebration of their greatest day, the day that Keli and Nathaniel
became M r. and M. Zinn,
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BRIDE’S GOWN

Ericdal Beginning, Pittsburgh, FA
GROOM'S & GROOMSMEN’S ATTIRE
Danicl's of Morgantown, MorganZown
PLANNER

Bobki Qe =, Farmingion, TA
CEREMONY MUSIC

T ze Fivars £ ing Suariet,
Diimbuieh, PA

FLOWERS

J2215 Fiems Floral, Morgunioen
CATERER

Nemec!in Woodlanids Resort,
Farininglzin, PA

CAKE

Nemacelin Yoodlkznds Rezor,
FCUMInG. S, S

ENTERTAINMENT

Niaghsh, PRubocl, PA

FAVORS

Berfas Booths, Mergoaionn
VIDEOGRAPHER

Mogaa Suibailnd
LOCATION
Nemacelih Weorlnds Tssaort,
Fermingien, T8
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BAYLEIGH
CATHERINE
DAVISSON &
STANLEY JOHN
TIMINSKI Ml

DAVIS | 6.3.17

BRIDE’S PARENTS
leslie & Richard Stasny
Kevin & Sherry Daovisson
GROOM'S PARENTS

Cindy & Stanley Timinski, |r.

PHOTOGRAPHED BY
CAS Photography

80 | WV WELLINGS Sprirs,/Svacasr 2018

Fil
h"l Poe.

BAYLEIGH AND §TANLEY'S BEAUTIFUL DAY WAS HELD AT CANAAN VALLEY RESORT

in Davis, and could not have been more perfect. The mountains served as a
beautiful backdrop. The couple chose to get married in Canaan because the bride’s
grandfather, Marshall, was a state police officer in Parsons, and took her on many
trips to Canaan Valley. As the couple said their vows, they were surrounded by
friends and family from both Pennsylvania and West Virginia. The bridal party
was a mix of family and close friends. Many of the groomsmen were lifelong friends
that made the trip from Scranton, Pennsylvania. The couple chose a young cousin
from each side of the family to be their ring bearers, and the couple’s young niece,
a cousin, and a close family friend served as flower girls. The gray, blue, and gold
color scheme perfectly reflected their love for the Mountaineers and the place
where they met and fell in love. The weather was perfect for an outdoor ceremony
in the courtyard of the ski lodge at the base of the mountain. The Bear Paw Lodge
provided the perfect atmosphere to match the simple, rustic theme they chose

for their wedding, Their first dance was to “Can’t Help Falling in Love” by Hailey
Reinhart, a modern take on an Elvis classic. They served wedding cake to the bridal
party and their family, and the guests were treated to an assortment of cupcakes.
Throughout the reception, they incorporated personal details, such as pictures of
them at different ages as table numbers and photos of their late grandparents. To end
their perfect day, their family and friends joined together in a circle to sing “Take Me
Home, Country Roads” as the couple danced in the center, singing along.



BRIDE’S GOWN

i Vow Beutic ., Morgonican
BRIDESMAIDS’ DRESSES

David’s Bri<al, Si. Cle'rsvle, CH
ACCESSORIES

Davic’s Ericied, St Clairsvill::, CH
GROOM’S & GROOMSMEN’S ATTIRE
Han's Waahouss, Miskurgh, PA
COORDINATOR

iNuney Guthrie, Dz s

FLOWERS

Bloamn Milloos, Baveily
CATERER

Canuen Vellay Resor, Davi
CAKE

The Flevesar Celary, Viauizn
GROOM'S CAKE

Vie Flower Cokey, laston
ENTERTAINMENT

zon Geodun, VIV Cor! Tuna:
VIDEOGRAPHER

irevor Sk, Visual Creetivity
LOCATION

Goar Paw Led 33 ot Canamn Yoy
Reczor, Denis

mywvwedding.com

81



ASHLEY NICOILE
DAWSON & ELJAH
BLAINE BENNETT

SISTERSVILLE | 5.20.17

BRIDE'S PARENTS
Vickie & Doug Dawson

GROOM'S PARENTS
Linda Gessner & T Bennert

PHOTOGRAPHED BY
Karc | Phetography
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ST. MARYS NATIVES ASHLEY AND ELIJAH met in high school in 2007, After dating

for many years, in 2015, Elijah decided it was time to pop the question. Elijah told
Ashley that her sister-in-law was going to take fall pictures of them at their hometown
park where they grew up. Little did she know that they were really engagement
pictures. When the photographer asked Ashley to turn her back to Eljjah, Ashley
thought it was just another pose. But when she turned around, Elijah walked toward
her, got down on one knee, and said, “I knew you wanted to look pretty. I knew

you wanted pictures. And I knew you wanted it to be unexpected. Will you marry
me?” The ceremony was held at The Barn at Woodridge in Sistersville, and the two
were married on a hilltop overlooking the West Virginia hills. The bride wore an
ivory Christina Wu ball gown. The groom wore a Heather Gray tuxedo from J &

J’s Personal Touch in Parkersburg. The bride was escorted by her father and walked
down the aisle to “You and Me” by Lifehouse. The reception was held inside the barn
where the couple shared their first dance to “In Case You Didn’t Know” by Brett
Young,. After dinner, the couple played a shoe game where they both held a shoe fom
the groom and bride and sat back to back. They were asked questions about each
other and the couple had to raisc a shoe to answer a question. At the end of the night,
the couple receive a sparkler send-off from their guests. They honeymooned at Punta
Cana in Dominican Republic. They reside in Williamstown.



BRIDE’S GOWN

1 & J's Prrsonal Touch, Perkersburg
BRIDESMAIDS" DRESSES
Azazis.com

GROOM’'S & GROOMSMEN’S ATTIRE
J & J's Personal Touch, Farkersburg
PLANNER

Vikie Cawson

FLOWERS

Qopsa Daisy Florist, Nav:port, O
CATERER

Tha Barn ai Wrodridze, Sistersvillz
CAKE

The Barn ¢t YYoadridge, Sistarsville
ENTERTAINMENT

Cle:ss Enteainment, Perkerzburg
LOCATION

The Barn ot Weodridge, Sistersvill
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QUINN LAROUX
EDGELL & WAYION
KEITH MILLER

BARRACKVILLE | 5.20.17

BRIDE’S PARENTS
Donita & Roberr =dgell

GROOM’S PARENTS
Dana & George Miller

PHOTOGRAPHED BY
Brittc. ncersen Photography

84 | WV VATDN™NGS Sprinn/Sinniar 2018

IN THE FALL OF 201§, QUINN’S FRIEND ALLISON asked if she would consider meeting
her cousin, a tall red-headed Marine with a deep southern voice and a good heart.
After a lengthy description of his values and personality, Quinn asked, “WTHY is he
still single?” “He’s just waiting on the right girl,” Allison replied. The two met for coffee
at Almost Heaven Desserts in Bridgeport and tatked for two hours. Waylon later told
Quixr: thar he bad held the door open for her and her mother at Cracker Barrel over a
year earlier and begged Aliison o introduce them. A year fater, Waylon took Quinn to
The Greenbrier in White Sulphur Springs for a weekend getaway. She was suspicious

of Waylon’s anxious behavior, a departure from his normally caim demearor. Around
midnight, after dinner and z hilarjously pitiful game of chess, Waylon zsked Quinr to go
for a cold November walk on the grounds. They stopped for 2 photo at the Spring House,
which was lit up for Christmas at The Greenbrier. Waylon “set the timer”, got down on
one knee, and recordec his spontaneous midnight proposal. Wavlon and Quinn wanted
to continue the Miller family tradition of holding nuptials at the family farm, Months
leading up to the big day involved heavy DIY wedding prep with the whole fzmily,
including a barn demo, 2 barn reface, hand-buiit pews and 2 hand-built bar. The bride
even literaliy caught her hair on fire while burning unsalvagezble barnwood. On a calm
spring day in mid-May, Waylon and Quinn were wed on his family farm. They borrowed
deer antlers from uncles and draped the barn loft in terquoise cevstals, Edison bulbs, and
lace. Bridesmaids donned Jower crowns and walked down the aisle ro Var Morrison,
“Into the Mystic.” Quinn walked through a meadow to ker groom to George Harrison,
*Here Comes the Sun.” Kids played with farm animals, couples mingled by the pond-side
lounge, and guests sent lanterns into the sky at dusk.



BRIDE’'S GOWN

Bridal Beginning, Pitisburgh, PA
BRIDESMAIDS’ DRESSES

Free People

Revelve Clothing
Anihropologie

Lulus

MAKEUP

Riversong Spa, Bridgeport
FLOWERS

Perennial Fleral, Fairmont
CATERER

Curley’s BBQ, Havelock, NC
Meg’s Counlry Kitchen, Cascara
CAKE

Bake N Memories, Bridgeport
ENTERTAINMENT

Sundown Entertainment,
Clarksburg

VINTAGE RENTALS

The Mustard Couch, Mergantown
VIDEOGRAPHER

Weekend Project Studios,
Pittsburgh, PA

LOCATION

Miss Emily’s Farm, Barrackville
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THE ﬂEG‘lSTER

McKENZIE SHEA
EMRICK & TRAVIS
LOUIS HUFFMAN

HUNTINGTON | 5.20.17

BRIDE'S PARENTS

Brenzz & Brad Emrick

GROOM'S PARENTS

<elly & Deron Huffman

PHOTOGRAPHED BY
Margarer Schaad Photography
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PARKERSBURG NATIVES MCKENZIE AND TRAVIS MET IN JUNTOR HIGH. Although
Travis had been asking McKenvzie to be kis girlfriend since the ninth grade, they officially
started dating in their senior year, in 2009. Six and 2 half years later, Travis toid McKenzie
they were going to dinner to celebrate the end of the semester and his upcoming graduation
‘rom Marshal! University. The couple got dinrer at their favorite sestaurant, and then Travis
surprised McKenzie with gelato and a walk drrough Harris Riverfront Walk iz downtown
Huntington. Travis had researched what time the sun would set and, when they were down
by the river looking zz the sunset, he got down on one knee ard asked McKenzie to be his
wife. When deciding on a date for the wedding, McKenzie already knew what she wanted,
On May 20, 1939, her paterral grandparents got married. In 2015, her grandfather passed
away exactly one day after their 65th anriversary. McKenzie wanted to honor the 63 vears her
grandparents had been together. AAnd on her wedding day, displayed a portrzit of her grand-
parenis on the day they got married. The ceremony was keld at Camp Mad Anthony Wayne
in Huntington. It took piace outside under 2 wooden zrch made by the groom’s father. The
bride was escorted by her futhier and walked down w0 “Tenerife Sea” by Ed Sheeran. Instead
of traditional fowergirls, the grandmothers tossed flower petals. The couple exchanged
traditional vows and had a three chord braiding unity ceremony representing their bord as
husband and wife with God. At the reception, grests enjoved a buffet-style spread of finger
foods. Guests went home with white seed papers that the bride’s mother cut into heart
shapes that inciuded a word of thanks fror the bride and groom inside, along with another
pink seed paper heart. The coupie were sent off with maracas and other noise makers. They
honeymooned by taking small road trips and seeing their favorite band, Mumford znd Sons.
The couple resides in Barboursvilie,



e
o

BRIDE'S GOWN
Elizabein Michael: Boutiqun, Vienna
BRIDESMAIDS’ DRESSES

Elizabeth Michaz!ls Boutice, Vienna
GROOM'S & GROOMSMEN’S ATTIRE

B&E Menswear, Mun¥ngton

FLOWERS

Garrison Dasigns & Mlerist, Huniington
CATERER

Tha Honpy Pineapple, Culloden

CAKE

Suzeatering, Barbourzville

LOCATION

Camp Mad Antherry Wayne, Huatington
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EMMA ELIZABETH
ERVIN & SAMUEL
QUINN BOSO

WASHINGTON | 8.5.17

BRIDE'S PARENTS
lydic & Fred Ervin

GROOM’S PARENTS

Anne & Ed Boso

PHOTOGRAPHED BY
Liv Hefrer Photography
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EMMA MET SAM IN 2013 AT PARKERSBURG SOUTH HIGH SCHOOL, after he refused to
kick her out of the upperclassmen seating at a basketball game, tweeting “Of course
I'm not going to kick the pretty girl out of the student section.” One of Emma’s
friends sent her the tweet and, before long, the two started dating. They both went
off to WVU and were engaged in August 2016 during a camping trip to Lake Erie.
Sam and Emma decided to get married outdoors on his family’s 13-acre property
in Wood County, then spent every weekend hitting up antique stores for items to
create different outdoor “rooms™—2 bedroom and sitting room for the reception
area, a living room for the ceremony, and a dining room for the reception. Emma
also sewed her own wedding dress, crafting a fitted gown with a flaring bottom
from ivory-colored fabric and silver-threaded lace. After walking his daughter
down the aisle to the 1990s rock classic “There She Goes,” Emma’s dad officiated
the ceremony. The ceremony was short and sweet—and the newlyweds left the
ceremony to Ben E. King's “Stand By Me.” The reception was held just a short
walk away in a tent erected by the property’s barn. Sam and Emma’s fathers built
and stained each of the 14 tables used at the reception. Each was decorated with
five centerpieces of garden roses, ranunculus, greenery, and other seasonal flowers.
Guests dined on vintage china place settings with Depression glass cups and salad
plates the bride picked up during her antique hunts. For dessert, guests enjoyed a
three-tiered vanilla cake covered in textured buttercream icing and fresh flowers.
A DJ provided music to get guests on the dance floor, where everyone stayed for
the rest of the night. The couple honeymooned in Nassau, in the Bahamas, before
returning to Morgantown.



T

s B

BRIDE'S GOWN

Handmade

BRIDESMAIDS’ DRESSES

Show Me Your Mumu, Vatice, CA
HAIR

Briiteary Schoc!craft

MAKEUP

Makeup by Meredith, Parkersburg
@ GROOM’'S & GROOMSMEN’S ATTIRE
v Horner & Harrison, Parksrsburg
STATIONERY

Yours Truly Invizations by Lindsey,
* Parkersburg

FLOWERS

Passiflora, Marietta, OH

CATERER

Theo's, Cambridge, OH

CAKE

Tha Villuge Cakery, Vincent, OH
ENTERTAINMENT

Premier Produsfions, Parkersburg
RENTALS

McGutfey Tenis, Williamstown
FAYORS

Cob's Market, Belpre, OH
VIDEOGRAPHER

Pathwery Madia

LOCATION

Bozo Family Home, Washingten
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CHELSEA

BROOKE FISHER

& NICHOLAS
CARROLL BURDETTE

MILTON | 5.13.17

BRIDE'S PARENTS
Kristy Sayre & Charles Fisn

GROOM’S PARENTS
Julie & Bricn Burdeite

PHOTOGRAPHED BY
Callie lindsey Phcrography
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RIPLEY NATIVES CHELSEA AND NICHOLAS MET at Riplev Middle School when they
werz 11 years old. They were assigned o sit across from each other during lunch and
became good friends. When they graduated from high school, they went their separaze
ways, However, in the summer of 2014, they reunited during their senior vear of college.
Since Nicholas was no longer daring his high school sweetheart, Chelsea asked him ouz
on z date, and they have been inseparable since. When it was time to pop the guestion,
Nicholas took Chelsea to their favorite bonfire spot, the place where thev had their first
date. While sitting on the mailgate of Nicholas’ truck, they listened to their favorite songs.
Soon he was down on one knee, cryving, and professing all the reasors why he loved
her. With much jov and love, Chelsea began to erv and said yes. The couple married at
The Mavlon House ir: Mitton. The bride wore a Seella York, ivory \line gownwith a
phunging neckline made of tuile with lace pieces and beads scattered around the skirt and
train. She completed ker look with a half-inch Diamante-encrusted grosgrain ribbon
belt. The bridesmaids wore sleeveless blush cocktail dresses with 2 crochet pattern over -
the dress and rose gold belts with rhinestones. The groom and groomsmen wore slim
black tiedos and champagne blush bow ties. The flower arrangements inchuded antique
ard quicksand roses, dusty pink roses, antique and ivory hydrangeas, sceded eucalyptus
greenery, hypericum green fowers, and more. The couple exchanged traditional vows and
had 2 wine unity ceremony after the ring exchange, The wedding cake boasted four tiers 4
of chocolate, white, and white raspberry filling and was adorred with decorative fordant
flowers airbrushed with rose gold and gold glitter, Guests weat home with wildower
seed paper confett hearts. The couple honeymooned at Catalonia Rova! Tulam Resort in
Cancun, Mexico.



—

BRIDE'S GOWN

The: Hewsa of Fachions, Bridgsport
BRIDESMAIDS’ DRESSES

Devid’s Bride:!, Chels:ston
Nerdatren, enling

HAIR

Robin $rodgrass, Ssonvils
GROCM’S AND GROOMSMEN ATTIRE
Esinp's the Nu Louk, Charlissiun
INVITATIONS

Mintzd.com, onlin;

CEREMONY MUSIC

Jznny Allinclzr, 5i. Albans; Linda Scutf,
Zpiinghald, OH; Annie Mancock,
Favenzwaood; Chrisic ther Fislior, Gol dhein
FLOWERS

Viater Floral & Anilgias, Charlesion
CATERER

Thz Maylea Houzs, Milton

CAKE

Sumceteing, Boiboursvills

GROOM'S CAKE

Donna Lear:rot, Kenr.a

RENTALS

Defining Maments, Riasies
FAVORS

Val'oome, ef.y.com
VIDEQGRAPHER

Derra Looptrof, Kanna
LOCATION

The Merylon Heuse, Milton
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BARBARA LEE
FORD & DEVIN
GARDNER JUDY

LEWISBURG | 6.24.17

BRIDE’S PARENTS
Barbare Hamilier & Gary Ford

GROOM’S PARENTS
ieff & Brenda Huffman
iorena & John Judy

PHOTOGRAPHED BY

The Oberpors
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BARBARA LEE AND DEVIN GREW UP IN THE GREENBRIER VALLEY and met in high
school. Devin always made Barbara Lee laugh, and by the time their senior year
ended, their love story began. Five years later, while hiking with friends to Hanging
Lake, a beautiful crystal clear body of water in Glenwood Canyon, Colorado, Devin
asked Barbara Lee to take some pictures with him. Little did she know that Devin
would be getting down on one knee to ask her to be his wife. The ceremony was held at
the bride’s family farm, Little Moose Ranch. The couple were married overlooking the
fields of the 350-acre farm. At the ceremony, the bride was escorted by her mother
and father. The bride chose a halo gown by Hayley Paige. The bridesmaids wore
prairie blue flutter slecve wrap dresses and white sandal corkscrew heels. The groom
and groomsmen donned navy tuxedo pants with navy suspenders, white tuxedo
shirts, and orchid boutonnieres to match the bride’s bouquet. The bride’s three
brothers wore their grandfather’s custom silk jackets and ties, all tailored to fit them
individually. At the reception, the couple entered the tent and shared choreographed
dance to “Offering” by The Avett Brothers, which was performed by The Poor Taters.
Guests later took home “seeds of love,” small coin envelopes stamped with metallic gold
fAowers. For their honeymoon, the couple invited the wedding party and some family
members to join them in Puerto Rico at El Conquistador Resort in Fajardo. They now
reside in Glenwood Springs, Colorado.



—

BRIDE'S GOWN

Ivory anc Zecu, Sxmanach, GA
BRIDESMAIDS’ DRESSES

LAU's, ol

ACCESSORIES

Emily Fout, Fizy Love Jrialry,
Glenvioad §,.rings, CC

GROOM’S & GROOMSMEN’S ATTIRE
iAsn's Voo i ouse, Grund Jungiion, CO
PLANNER

Charyl &x:livan, Charlsaiin
CEREMONY MUSIC

Adim Degrall

FLOWERS

Grgenbrier Cut Flowars, Lewriburg
CATERER

Guizi Hes, Lovishure

CAKE

Ay Caubois, Lewrisburg
ENTERTAINMENT

oz Feor Tetar:, fdnns

RENTALS

A to Z Rentals, Hursingtan
LOCATION

Liit Mooia Runch, Liwizburg
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HE REGISTER

KRISTEN NICOLE

FRODELIUS &

NICHOLAS CARL

DeMEDICI

PARKERSBURG | 7.29.17

BRIDE’S PARENTS

Tammie Alexander
Granr & Becky Frocslius
GROOM’S PARENTS

Dicne & Buch DeMedici
PHOTOGRAPHED BY

Amberlze Christey Photography
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MORGANTOWN NATIVES KRISTEN AND NICK met through a mutual friend in 2012.
In 2016, Kristen planned a spontaneous trip o New York. She used to live there
and liked to visit every once in a while. Nick said he was not able to go, but Lttle
did she know that when she was in Central Park—her favorite part of the city—her
handsome partner would be in a three-piece suit, down on one knee proposing,

To Kristen’s surprise, Nick invited their friends and family to dinner, which he

had reserved at one of her favorite restaurants. They were married a year later at
The Blennerhassett Hotel in Parkersburg, The couple decided to have a wedding
weekend of festivities. During their rehearsal dinner, Nick gifted his two cousins
rings made of a one-third piece of their late grandfather’s wedding band, a photo
of their grandparents on their wedding day, and a letter. For the ceremony, the
bride wore an ivory and jeweled Hayley Paige ball gown with open back detail. The
bridesmaids wore Hayley Paige and Sorella Vita dresses in a combination of blush.
tose, gold, and champagne. The groom wore classic black pants with a white jacket
with black trim. He wore this in honor of the day his grandparents got married in
1950. The bride was escorted down the aisle by her mother to “First Time Ever

T Saw Your Face” by Johnny Cash. The couple did a rose presentation to their
mothers. During the ceremony, the couple presented a box they built together, and
they put letters inside that they wrote to each other and a bottle of wine. They plan
to open the box on their fifth anniversary. At the reception, the couple shared their
first dance to “Kiss From A Rose” by Seal. Guests enjoyed a naked funfetti cake from
Momofuku Milk Bar from New York. The couple honeymooned in [taly and Grezce.




BRIDE'S GOWN

The Yow Boviigue, Morgantown
BRIDESMAIDS' DRESSES

Thz Vow Boutiqus, Iorgantown
GROOM'S & GROOMSMEN'S ATTIRE
Donizl's of Morgantown, Morganiawn
COORDINATOR

Emily Davenport, Thie B'annerhassett
Hotel, Parkzrsburg

FLOWERS

Bella Fiorz, Mergantown

CATERER

The Blznnerhassel; Hotel, Parkersburg
CAKE

Moinofuky Al Bar, New Yorl, NY
ENTERTAINMENT

The Soul Minere, Morgantown
YIDEOGRAPHER

Gonzalez Videography

LOCATION

The Blennerhassett Hetel, Parkersburg
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KATELYN
GOMPERS &
ALEXANDER
PELUCHETTE

WHEELING | 8.19.17

BRIDE’S PARENTS
Sarch & Tom Gomears

GROOM’S PARENTS
Nancy & Paul Peluchsite

PHOTOGRAPHED BY
Jomes Carl Photography
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ALTHOUGH THEIR FAMILIES HAVE KNOWX OXE ANOTHER FOR GENERATIONS,
Kartelyn Gompers and Alexander Peluchette dide’t meet until 2 mutual friend
introduced them at West Virginia University. Not surprisingly, they quickly found they
had a lot in common and began dating. The coupie resided in Morgantown while Alex
finished kis backelor’s degree and Katelyn attended pharmacy school, then carried on 2
long distance relationship as she lived in Washington, D.C. and he resided in Wheeling

to help with the family business. Alex surprised Katelyn with 2 ring on the weekend

of the Septernber 2017 WV U/Brigham Young University game in D.C. They booked
Wheeling’s 5¢. Joseph’s Cathedral for the ceremony, choosing mirimal floral arrangements
50 a8 not to distract from the church’s medieval-style stained glass windows, ornate altar,
and huge mural. Katelyn didn’t want to risk an ourdoor event for the reception so the
couple booked a ballroom at Oglebay, renting chandeliess and white drapes for the ceiling.
Katehm wore a form-fitting dress covered in lavers of lace with straps, 2 deep V-neckir: the
front, an open beck, and cutouts on the sides. Alex donred a traditional black tuxedo for
the ceremony and an old-school white jacket for the reception. The couple marked their
nuptials with a full Catholic mass, which included readings by one of Katelyn's brothers
and oze of Alex’s groomsmen, as well as sengs by Katelyn's aunts. Oglebay catering staff
offered guests salmon ir 2 chardonnay butter ssuce salmon served with mashed potatoes
and haricot verts, or  roasted beef tenderioin served with stone-ground grits and grilled
asparagus. Dessert was a five-tier white cake with almond icing, and guests also enjoved a
cookie tzble with treats prepared by the couple’s farnily. Guests danced the night away to
the sourds of the Top 40 cover band Hit Play. The couple honeymooned at a resort
in Jamaica and are now making their home in Wheeling,



BRIDE'S GOWN

Diide! Beginnings, Fiatborgh, PA
BRIDESMAID DRESSES

Lalla eridesneidz, Pitttbwerch, PA
MAKEUP

Flehie Slaia Bas, Pitenured,

2sllisiing Tore! Shop, Wheeling
CATERER

“aglakay, Whedling
ENTERTAINMENT

Hit Ploy, Yihesling

CEREMONY VENUE

St. taseph's Cailadil, ¥
RECEPTION VEMNUE

Og'zbey, Whasling
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K E L S E Y P AG E KELSEY, A DENTAL HYGIENIST FROM MT. XEBO, and Luke, an industrial elestrician
from Strange Creek, met thanks o one of Kelsev's friends. After deting for 2 few

I_l A R P E R & vears, Luke took Kelsey to Bricks and Barrels in Charleston and then took her dewn
on the levee, where they danced to “Mean Te Me” by Bretr Eldridge. They were

T | MOTH Y LU ( AS married at The Wilderness Lodge in Summersville. The bride wore a ball gown
with a beaded bodice and 2 lavered chiffon skirr. The groom wore Light gray pants, a

W H |T N EY vest with ivory button down shist, and light gray tie. During the cerermony, the bride
t

was sscorted by her father down 2 beauriful stone staircase. Thre alter was made by
SUMMERSVILLE | 6.24.17 the bride’s rather, and the couple gor married overlooking the Gauley River. At the
reception, the couple shared their first dance to Ed Sheerans “Tenerife Sea.” The
bride and her father surprised the guests with their choreographed father-daughres
dence. The dance floor wzs made by the groom and his brothers and father. The
three-tiered white cake hzd greenery and thres cabbage roses trailing up 2nd a
golden “Mzr. and Mrs. Whitney” topper and stood o the bride’s grandmother’s

BRIDE’S PARENTS
Susie & Greg Harper

GROOM'S PARENTS antique milk glass cake stand. After a night of fun games znd dancing, guests went
Erica & Tim Whitney horze with hememade his and hers favorite cookies made by the bride, matron of

honor, z2nd brice’s mother. His were white chocolate macadamia nut cookies, and
hers were peanut butter cookies. The couple honevmooned at Secrets Mzroma
Beach in Mexico. They now reside in Huntingtor.

PHOTOGRAPHED BY
CP Imagery
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BRIDE’'S GOWN

Thi Bourique by B.Balls Evarts,
Cherlston

BRIDESMAIDS’ DRESSES
Azozinsom

GROOM’'S & GROOMSMEN'S ATTIRE
JCFanery, Morgilinizean

FLOWERS

Cisative Cakss ard Flordl,
Sininsrsvitle

CATERER

Poncnals’s, Seakiay

CAKE

Crootive Cave ard Fl-al,
Sumaersvilie

ENTERTAINMENT

yiil Shurizie, Beckhsy

LOCATION
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KATHERYNE
ELZABETH
HAWKINS &
PATRICK MICHEAL
POPP

DAVIS | 7.15.17

BRIDE’S PARENTS
Patsy & Daoniel Hawking

GROOM’S PARENTS
Kathy McClein & Michez!| Peop

PHOTOGRAPHED BY
Laurel =il Photography
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“THAT'S A CUTE PUG.” THE NOTE THAT STARTED IT ALL BETWEEN KATHERYNE and
Patrick in the spring of 2015. After a few weeks of conversing, they quickly discovered
their shared love and interest in things such as dogs, art, craft beer, and the beauty

of West Virginia. They met in person for the first time at Taylor Books in Charleston
that May and have been inseparable ever since. On July 15, 2016, on Bear Rocks in the
Dolly Sods Wilderness Area, Patrick proposed to Katheryne with a sapphire claddagh
ring; a promise of their future and symbol of their pasts. One year later, they held their
ceremony overlooking Canaan Valley above the falls in Blackwater Falls State Park. The
bride’s A-line gown featured a scalloped off-the-shoulder bodice and delicate beaded

Jace appliqué. The groom sported a silver button-down shirt, gray slacks, vest, and

fedora. The bridesmaids wore flowing floor-length, one-shoulder navy dresses with lace
detailing, which were complemented by the groomsmen’s attire of navy shirts, gray slacks,
suspenders, and newsboy caps. Before the ceremony, the bride and groom exchanged
gifts and letters with each other and their loved ones. Patrick gifted a glass of Laphroaig
Scotch Whiskey, or “liquid courage,” to Katheryne before the ceremony started. During
the ceremony, the couple exchanged vows and performed both handfasting and wine box
ceremonies. At the reception, the couple shared their first dance to “La Vie En Rose”

by Louis Armstrong, Centerpieces featuring white lilies, thistles, and lush greenery
cascaded from milk glass pedestal bowls. The white three-tiered Euro-style marble cake
was trimmed in navy accents and embellished with thistle floral decorations. The bride
surprised the groom with a hidden Boba Fett—the groom’s favorite Star Wars character—
that appeared as if it were stuck under the edge of the cake. After dinner, the dancing
continued into the night. Festivities concluded with a sparkler send-off of the newlyweds.
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BRIDE'S GOWN

David's Bridal, Charleston
BRIDESMAIDS’ DRESSES

David's Bridal, Charleston

HAIR

Angie’s Salan, Spencer
GROOM'S & GROOMSMEN'S ATTIRE
JCPenny, Charleston

OFFICIANT

Reverend Rosetta Redden Smith,
United Disciples of Christ Church,
Chaerleston

FLOWERS

Forget Me Not, Spencer
CATERER

Canaan Valley Resort

Blackwarter Falls State Park, Davis
CAKE

Cakes by Appointment, Charleston
ENTERTAINMENT

BRAVO-Live DJ, Hurricane
LOCATION

Blackwater Falls State Park, Davis
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KELLY MICHELLE
HAYES & DEREK
RYAN BONNER

MORGANTOWN | 6.17.17

BRIDE’S PARENTS
Marti & Jay Hayes
GROOM’S PARENTS
Chrisiie & Danny Bonner

PHOTOGRAPHED BY
<ristin Hurley Photography
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MUTUAL FRIENDS INTRODUCED WESTON NATIVE KELLY and Morgantown native
Derek in 2012. Three years later, Derck got down on one knee and proposed in
front of the Rockefeller Center Christrmas tree in New York City. The couple’s
wedding ceremony took place at Wesley United Methodist Church in Morgantown,
where the bride, wearing an ivory Mori Lee gown adorned with Alencgon lace
appliques and crystal beading and accessorized by a crystal beaded sash, walked
down the aisle on the arm of her father. The bridesmaids wore mix-and-match navy
silk chiffon dresses and the groom and groomsmen wore matching navy suits. The
bride’s bouquet was a mix of pink peonies. The couple chose to host their reception

in the Chestnut Ridge Ballroom at Lakeview Golf Resort 8 Spa. Tables were lined
with navy overlays and accented with gold glitter chargers and hot pink napkins,
topped with a gold glitter metal West Virginia ornament designed and produced by
the bride’s father. Bill Nevin, the voice of the Pride of West Virginia and announcer
of WVU sporting events, helped to “roll out the red carpet” and welcome the

newly married couple. They shared their first dance to Louis Armstrong’s “What a
Wonderful World,” before family and friends packed the dance floor for the remainder
of the reception. Their four-tiered white wedding cake was adorned with pink peonies
and roses and topped with a gold monogram. The night ended in true Mountaineer
fashion with the playing of John Denver’s “Take Me Home, Country Roads.” The
couple honeymooned on a Royal Caribbean Cruise to the eastern Caribbean. The
couple reside in Morgantown, where Kelly works in Information Technology Services
at WVU and Derek works in the payment services office at WVU.
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BRIDE'S GOWN

Bakette’s, Bridgeville, PA
BRIDESMAIDS' DRESSES

).Crew

GROOM'S ATTIRE

Expiess, Pittsburgh, PA
GROOMSMEN'S ATTIRE

Daniels of Morgantown, Marguntow:s
WEDDING COORDINATOR

Lauren Thomas, Lakedew Go'*

Resort & Spa. Morgantowi

FLOWERS

Zic Flow>+ and Steph Hale, Morgantown
CATERER

Lekeview Golf Resort & Spa, Morgantown
CAKE

Bonnie Beli='s Pastries, Clarksburg
ENTERTAINMENT

runomenon, Morgantown

FAVORS

CJ Preducts, Waeston

HAIR & MAKEUP

Nico's Spalon, Morganiswn
TRANSPORTATION

Morgcitown Trolley, Morgantown
YIDEQGRAPHER

Sparks Productions

CEREMONY

Wesle:s United Methadist Church, Morgant:<m
RECEPTION

Lakeview Golf Rasort & Spn, Morgantc.m

ek Fhie IWabver]
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LAUREN ANNA
JOHNSON &
SHAWN MICHAEL
AMORY

CHARLESTON | 4.22.17

BRIDE’S PARENTS
Renec & Larry Johnson

GROOM’S PARENTS
Sancra & Mike Amory

PHOTOGRAPHED BY
The Cherports
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LAUREN ANNA, OF PHILADELPHIA, AND SHAWN MICHAEL, OF CHARLESTON, met at
work at MRC Global when Shawn Michael dropped paperwork off to Lauren Anna, who
worked in the HR department. A few days later, he asked her to lunch. She accepted his
invitation mainly because she was hungry, but as it turned out, even though the food was
subpar, the conversation more than made up for it. Four vears later, they would be on 2
beach in Florida, after a day spent fishing on a private chartered expedition, when Shawn
Michael surprised Lauren Anna by proposing. He'd atternpted to propose the day before
during a sunset walk on the beach, but Lauren Anna wasn't participating. The couple were
married at the State Capitol. The bride chose a Justin Alexander ivory peari wedding gown,
and she asked her bridesmaids to choose their own dresses thet fit with the couple’s Roaring
20s theme. The bride carried a brooch bouquet, and the bridesmaids each had a sola wood
bouquet. The bride was escorted down the aisle by her father while a violinist played a jazzy
version of “Dream A little Dream of Me.” The reception was held at the Woman's Club of
Charleston. A dinner of balsamic grilled chicken, butter parsley new potatoes, green beans,
and salad was catered by Meticulous Catering before the guests enjoyed a three-tiered Axt
Deco cake with chocolate, vanilla, and lemon tiers. “Come Rain or Come Shine” by Ray
Charles played as the couple danced their first dance. Lauren Anna and Shawn Michael
enjoyed a honeymoon in Puerta Plata, Dominican Republic.



BRIDE'S GOWN

The Boutique by B.Belle Events
GROOM’5 & GROOMSMEN’S ATTIRE
Tony the Tailor, Charleston

FLOWERS

Susie Kay's Dasign, Canton, OH
CATERER

Meticulous Catering, Charleston

CAKE

Ceason Ranson Cakes, Ripley
GROOM’S CAKE

Wild Poppy Caterers, Dunbar
ENTERTAINMENT

Alasha Al-Qudwah, Charleston
CEREMONY

West Virginia State Capifel, Charleston
RECEPTION

Woman's Club of Charleston, Charlestor
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DANICA MARIE

KEMPINSKI & ADAM

CHRISTOPHER
VWIIBERGER

ASPEN, COLORADO | 8.19.17

BRIDE’S PARENTS
Arrio Hines & Bernard Kempinski

GROOM'S PARENTS
Mary Ellen Tormey & Jack Yilberger

PHOTOGRAPHED BY

inshua McDonald, ROGUE Film Co.
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DANICA, OF WESTON, AND ADAM, OF SEWICKLEY, PENNSYLVANIA, met on Bumble

in 2015, Eight months later, Adam sent Danicz a text while she was at work and asked

her o take an Uber to an undisclosed location. She ook a 30-minute ride into the

Rocky Mountains and arrived at a beautiful park where Adam and her best friend, a
photographer, were waiting. At that moment, she knew what was about to happen and
couldn’t stop smiling. After what felt like the longest stroll through a park ever {ok, maybe
it took all of five minutes), Adam got down on one knee and asked Danica if she would
marry him. Her response: “HELL, YES!” The couple got married in a laidback and
nontraditional lunchtime ceremony at 11,212 feet on the Wedding Deck at the top of
Aspen Mountain in Aspen, Colorado. Marie-Margot Couture created the bride’s custom
lace wedding gown, which Danica designed herself with off-the-shoulder bell sieeves.

The groom’s brown herringbone suit complemented the natural and earthy tones of the
venue. The ceremony was performed by Danica’s older brother, and her younger brothes
served as the ring and dog bearer. After being pronounced newlyweds, the couple rode a
gondola down the mountain. The reception was held in the Aspen Mountain Club, with
panoramic views of the Rocky Mountains. The couple designated each table as a type of
crystal and then provided crystals to their guests to share in the good energy of the day. In
lieu of a wedding cake, Adam and Danica served a variety of Voodoo Doughnuts. Both of
the couple’s parents gave toasts, followed by a toast from Danica’s lirtle brother, Abia. The
couple shared their first dance to “Swept Away” by the Avett Brothers. After a reception
filled with joyful dancing and singing, guests loaded into the gondola before an after-party
on the Shadow Mountain Terrace at the Limelight Hotel in Aspen. Adam and Danica
travelled to Costz Rica for their honeymoon before returning to Denver, where they reside.



BRIDE'S GOWN

Marie-fAairgct Covture, Dznver, TO
GROOM’S ATTIRE

Suitsupply, Denver, CO

WEDDING PLANNER

Afaes Monihan, Mavntein Ocasions,
Daiver, CO

FLOWERS

Two Llecves & A Blaom, Denver, CO
CATERER

Th= Lite Nall, Asper, CU
ENTERTAINMENT

Thund:r & Rein, CGelder, CO
CEREMONY

Aspen Mountain, Aspen, CC
RECEPTION

The Aspen Mountain Club, Aspen, CO
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JENNIFER [YNN
KOAY & CLAYTON
CHAPMAN WHITE

MORGANTOWN | 5.20.17

BRIDE’S PARENTS

Mary Elien & lack Kocy
GROOM'S PARENTS

Judy Hedgson

Phillip & Laurie White
PHOTOGRAPHED BY

Rebecca Deveno Photography
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JENNIFER AND CLAYTON FIRST MET AFTER CLAYTON MOVED TO FAIRMONT from
Little River, Kansas, in 1998 and joined Jennifer’s eighth grade class, but they didn’t
start dating until college. In 2015, the couple were putting up their Christmas

tree when Jennifer turned around for the last ornament and found Clayton on

one knee with a ring his hand. The couple were married in a traditional ceremony
at St. Francis de Sales Catholic Church in Morgantown. Jennifer chose a floor-
length, mermaid-style, fully beaded, strapless gown with a sweetheart neckline
and a fingertip-length veil adorned with Swarovski crystals. The bridesmaids

wore floor-length navy chiffon dresses in various styles from the Alfred Angelo
Signature Collection. While the groom chose a navy suit with gray vest and gray

tie, his groomsmen donned three-piece gray suits and navy ties. The florals were lush
arrangements of roses and hvdrangeas. The Morgantown Marriott at Waterfront Place
served as the reception venue, where festivities kicked off'with a cocktail hour, After
the couple’s first dance to “I Cross My Heart” By George Strait, they said a few words
to the guests before cutting their four ticred wedding cake. After a delicious dinner and
dessert, guests joined the couple on the dance floor and enjoyed a mix of pop, country,
rock and roll, and rap music well into the night. They even squeezed in a Beer Barrel
Polka for Jennifer's Polish relatives. Guests left with two types of sugar cookies—one
in the shape of West Virginia with a heart over the location of Fairmont and the other
in the shape of Kansas with a heart over the location of Little River, where Clayton was
born and his family still live. The couple visited Hawaii on their honevmoon before
returning to Morgantown, where they currently reside.




BRIDE'S GOWN

Brilal Bagiinniag, ML Lihenon, PA
BRIDESMAIDS’ DRESSES

the Mews, rAorcursom

GROOM’S & GROOMSMEN'S ATTIRE
Daiidel’s of Hierg uiean, Morpantaa
FLOWERS

R0 Fiore, Aliigantoran

CATERER

Maorgantywn Mot ot Wetarliont
Place, FMnrgantowa

CAKE

Scnrie Bots’s, Matter fort
GROOM’S CAKE

Almaost Heavza Bakery, Bridgeport
ENTERTAINMENT

The: Cadillac lazz bard, Pitsbuigh, FA
Al T'Ne!, TY

YIDEOGRAPHER

Cirsbord Films

CEREMONY

Zi. Frencis du Scfis Cathelie Church,
froizants v

RECEPTION

posovn Meiol at Weterfront
%, Morpenicam
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PAIGE LEA
LAVENDER &
NICHOLAS
PRESTON WARD

CHARLESTON | 5.20.17

BRIDE’S PARENTS
Patty & Paul Lavender

GROOM’'S PARENT

Anna Ward

PHOTOGRAPHED BY
Trz Oberports

T10 WY WEDBUNGS Saring/Summar 2018

PAIGE AND NICK, RESIDENTS OF WASHINGTON, D.C., were both born and raised in Wess
Virginia and couldn’t imagine tying the knot anywhere else. They started dating in
2008, a year after they first met at West Virginia University. They moved in together in
2013 but were in no rush to wed, often joking they'd get a dog before they got engaged.
Pickle, a lab mix, joined their family in July 2015, and one month later Nick proposed
while the couple took their pup on her first adventure to Theodore Roosevelt Island.
Nick and Paige wed tn May 2017 at the University of Charleston’s Erma Byrd Art
Gallery, with Paige’s podfather Jeff Branham officiating the ceremony. Paige wore an
embroidered lace & tulle fit and flare gown by Justin Alexander and jewelry given to
her by family: pearl earrings from her grandparents June and Bob Petty, and a diamond
bracelet she had received from her parents when she completed her master’s degree at
American University. Her bouquet, a mix of roses and gerbera daisies, featured a flower
made from a shirt that belonged to her late grandfather, Bruce Lavender. Nick wore
a Vera Wang tux from Men's Wearhouse and carried a pin that belonged to his late
grandfather, Frank Curcio. The celebration continued in UC’s Riggleman Rotunda,
where guests snacked on Spring Hill Pastry Shop “hot dogs,” cake pops by Cakes

by Appointment, and a three-tier cake made by Paige’s aunt, Jezn Lavender. Fzvors
included jars of homemade pickles, jam, squash relish and apple butter for the adults,
and coloring books with crayons for the kids. The couple and their guests danced the
night away, ending their ceremony by singing “Take e Home, Country Roads.”
Nick and Paige took off for The Greenbrier for a quick post-wedding getaway, and

honeymooned ir: France in January.



BRIDE'S GOWN
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Myris Baach, 30
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WEDDING PLANNER
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ASHLEY CHRISTINE
LEVELLE & ROBERT
ASHBEE SYKES

MORGANTOWN | 6.10.17

BRIDE’S PARENTS
Asurting Levelle
Robert & Susan Levelle

GROOM’S PARENTS
<aren Sykes
Robert & Nancy Sykes

PHOTOGRAPHED BY
Claire Watson Phoiography
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ASHLEY OF MORGANTOWN AND ASHBEE, OF KITTY HAWK, NORTH CAROLINA, met on
the Quter Banks of North Carolina in 2006. He was building 2 beach house for Ashley’s
aunt, and she introduced them. They spent a vear dating long distance and then Ashbee
moved to Morgantown to attend WVU. In 2016, the day after their 10-year dating
anniversary, Ashley and Ashbee were visiting the Outer Banks for the fourth of July
holiday at the house where they met, when he took her to a dock overlooking the sound
and proposed at sunset. The couple married in Morgantown at 5t. John University
Parish, where Ashley's dad walked her down the aisle to “Simple Gifts” played by John
Angotti. The theme of the wedding was black and ivory, simple and elegant. Ashley
wore a Pronovias gown acorned with three layers of lace and a veil with matching lace.
Ashbee met her at the altar wearing a traditional black tuxedo with a bowtie. The bridal
party took pictures on WVU's beautiful downtown campus and then traveled to the
reception in the trolley. The reception was held at the Holiday Inn and catered by Atrid’s
restaurant. Ivory lace overlays and black candelabra centerpieces decorated the reception
hall. Guests indulged in a three-tiered almond cake served with four varieties of Dippin’
Dots at a self-serve station. The couple’s families also made more than 4,000 cookies

to serve at the traditional cookie table. Favors included cookies in bags stamped with
the couple’s wedding logo, which was created by the groom. Everyone danced the night
away using cutouts of Ashbee’s face as props, and ended the night singing “Take Me
Home, Country Roads.” The couple row lives in Morgantown.



BRIDE'S GOWN

Coni end Frane, Alergarizien
BRIDESMAIDS’ DRESSES

Coul and Frens, Merganisvm

GROOM'S & GROOMSMEN’S ATTIRE

JuS, A, Bunl, dlrrgenionn

WEDDING PLANNER

Drecia Creations Evenl Flanring, Mergontown
FLOWERS

Reotzd! By Dosign, Mo gariown

CATERER

Ajria’:, Morgantovrri

CAKE

Bonnic Boile's, tiuite: Fool

GROOM’S CAKE

Kiispy ies, Yeshinaien, PA
ENTERTAINMENT

Jakn Angotll, idaap!is, T

Pr. Zoot, Pitisbrron, 24

D! vave Eveni Services, Viwmzsburg, FA
RENTALS

Elite Bridal & Events, Morgantown

OTHER VENDOR

Ciopin’ Dets, rAcrmantaven

FAVORS

Homamade conkies 1n:ds by family members
YIDEOGRAPHER

Mchillen Fhotsgraphy
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J E N N l F E R M A R I S A THE BRIDE, OF GLEN DALE, AND THE GROOM, OF GRAFTON, met in 2012 through
mutual friends while attending West Virginia University. To celebrate Jen's graduation
N G U Y E N & in 2016, Kaison threw a party at the couple’s new home. In their backvard, surrounded
by close friends and family, Kaison gave a speech to Jen's father and then o Jen before
K Al S O N RO B E RT proposing on one knee. The bride wore a Maggie Sottero gown, and the bridesmaids
sicked their own gray dresses to match the neutrel color scheme. The groom and
B A LL groomsmen wore gray suits. The ceremony took place outdoors, overlooking the
mounrains. The bride walked dowr: the aisie to an instrumental vession of “Tale as
SNOWSHOE | 7.15.17 Old as Time?” The couple recited their own vows and, with the help of their mothers,
olanted a unity tree. The reception was held ar the Soaring Eagle Lodge. Guests
enjoved dinner outside on the terrace while dancing took place inside the Hearth
BRIDE’S PARENTS Rocm. The couple’s families and bridesmaids helped pur together the centerpieces,
Koran & lomsen Nauyen and Jen DIY-ed much of the wedding in advance, including hand-lertering. The
= wedding cake was two tiers of white cake with raspberry filling, white buttercream,
GROOM'S PARENTS and gold painted derails. In lieu of 2 groom’s ceke, the bride surprised the groom with
<im Reese & Tim Gould z cigar bar to enjoy outside with his friends. The couple took a belated honeymocen to

Puerto Morelos, Mexico, in the fail. Jen is a quality coordinator at WVU Medicine
Childer’s. Katson is an authorized Disney vacation planner and works in industrial
sales for the Fastena! Company. Together, the couple owns Home Brewed and
Company, a hand-lettered goods and lifestvie small business based out of their home

PHOTOGRAPHED BY

lannah Hicks Photography

in Mergantown.
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BRIDE’S GOWN

Screlis Briacd Sclon, VWashingtan, Pt
HAIR AND MAKEUP

Th: Sp ¢t Snowsher, & owsho=
GROOM’S ATTIRE

Danisi: cf Morganisvn, M argantown
PLANNER

Jeimz Silers, Snreushoe

FLOWERS

Gil'nioie's Flewwers wid Produciions,
White Sulphur Sorings

CATERER

Javth Mourinin Grilg, Snowsher
CAKE

B Fwzit Cenfazionnny, Yohite Suiphur
Sprinz

YIDECGRAPHY

Gonzalez Videagraphy
ENTERTAINMENT

GS Procicticns, Inwe-ad

CEREMONY

Enewshoe Mouniain Resort, Snowshon
RECEPTION

Soaring Eagie lodgs, Sncwshae
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MEREDITH RAE
ORNDORFF &
WILLIAM PAUL
BREZINSKI

SNOWSHOE | 7.22.17

BRIDE'S PARENTS

Cathy & [=ff Omcorft

GROOM’S PARENTS
Zarrie & Bill Brezirs«i

PHOTOGRAFHED BY

Claire Watscn Photogreohy
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WILL AND MEREDITH GREW TP ATTENDINGS STATE 4-H CAMPs together at Jackon's Mill
in West Virginia. Their paths crossed again when Will moved to Meredith’s hometown
of Morgantown to attend West Virginia University. Their relationship endured college
and three years of long-distance dating while they attended different graduate programs
before landing in Arizona where Will popped the question. Their 6-month-old puppy,
Luke, delivered the ring to Meredith tied to his collar—his first time being their ring
bearer. He would later serve as the couple’s ring bearer on their big day. Despite traveling
for work and school, West Virginia has atways been home for these two. Although
planning a wedding from across the country proved difficult, the couple agreed that
Snowshoe’s mountaintop venue was the perfect location to say “I do.” Many small details
gave special meaning to their day—from Meredith’s sapphire engagement ring as her
“something blue” to a pearl heart pin passed down from her great grandmother as her
“something old.” Her Madison James lace gown featured a sweetheart neckline and long
scalloped train. Will and his groomsmen wore navy blue with checkered shirts, while
the bridesmaids dressed in sky blue Azazie gowns. The personalized details continued
with the handmade Aower girl dresses designed 2nd sewn by Meredith's sister Sarah that
were featured on her Etsy shop SewnbySarahVA. Will and Meredith agreed that their
ceremony should reflect their values and ideals and spent time writing their script
and vows together to ensure each word was from the heart. Their outdoor ceremony
was followed by a reception under the Big Top at Snowshoe. The couple resides

in Tucson, Arizona, where Meredith works as a physical therapist at HealthSouth
while Will is completing his Ph.D. in chemistry at the University of Arizona.



BRIDE’S GOWN

Mayo Palace, Tucson, A7
HAIR

Stephanie Poland, Blown Away,
Reedsville

BRIDESMAIDS’ DRESSES
Azazie.com

FLOWER GIRL DRESSES
Handmade by Sarah Sesin
etsy.com/shop/sewnbysarahva
GROOM’S ATTIRE

Jo3. A. Bank, Tucson, AZ
GROOMSMEN'S ATTIRE

JoS. A. Bank, Morgantown
FLOWERS

Flower Garden, Marlinton
Blossoms and Buds, Hillsboro
CATERER

Snowshoe Mountain Resort, Snowshoe

CAKE

Franny King, Waynesburg, PA
ENTERTAINMENT

D - Jason Lenhart, Margantown
Seth Maynard and Frank Mams
LOCATION

Snowshoe Mountain Resort, Snowshoe
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WENDY ELAINE
PHILLIPS & KEVIN
CURTIS WYETH
JONES

ELKINS | 6.10.17

BRIDE'S PARENTS
lan & Ron Phillips

GROOM'S PARENTS
Teresa Cook
Kevin & Chasity Jones

PHOTOGRAPHED BY

Fizrce Winkler
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WENDY, A BELINGTON NATIVE, AND KEVIN, OF KANSAS CITY, MISSOURI, met

at Summit Church in Elkins. Their proposal took place at another “summit” when
they visited Spruce Knob for the first time. As they looked out at the breathtaking
views from the top of the mountain, Kevin pulled a ring out of his pocket and got down
on one knee and asked Wendy to marry him. She excitedly said, “yes,” which was a good
thing, since Kevin had planned a small get-together with family and friends upon
their return to Eikins. The couple married at Gandy Dancer Theater in Elkins, The bride
wore a strapless gown with a sweetheart neckline beaded in pearls, and the bridesmaids
dressed in fioor-length gowns that featured textured gray tops and three different
colored skirts. T'he groom wore a charcoal gray three-piece suit with the groomsmen in

a similar attire minus the suit jacket. The bride carried a brooch bouquet made by her
godmother that included brooches from special women in the bride’s life. Bridesmaids’
bouquets and floral arrangements contained flowers handmade from old shect music,
accented with dried lavender and cotton stalks. The couple had worship before exchanging
vows, which they had written themselves, followed by 4 foot-washing ceremony. During
the reception, there was live entertzinment by the gronm an his family—and Kevin sang
a song he wrote for Wendy. The couple exited to a lavender toss by the guests, who were
given homemade strawberry jam made by the bride’s mother. For their honeymoon,
they traveled to England and Ireland. The couple resides in Belington, where Wendy is a
high school math teacher and Kevin is a real estate agent.




BRIDE'S GOWN

David's Bridal, Pitsburgh, PA
BRIDESMAIDS’ DRESSES
Wishgown.com

GROOM'S & GROOMSMEN'’S ATTIRE
JCPenney, Bridgeport
WEDDING PLANNER

Debbie Ware, Elkins
CATERER

Gandy Dancer Thaater, Elkins
CAKE

Renee Ellis, Elkins

LOCATION

Gonay Dancer Theater, Elkins
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CLAIRE KENNEDY
REECE & JUAN
DIEGO QUINTERO

UNION | 3.9.17

BRIDE'S PARENTS

Tanya & Philip Reece

GROOM'S PARENTS
vana & Francisco Quintero

PHOTOGRAPHED BY
fim Ray Photography

120 | WY WEDDINGS Spring/Summer 2018

SPANISH BECAME THE LANGUAGE oOF LOVE when Monroe County native Claire
met Colombian Juan Diego as students at West Virginia University, and a friendship
began by trading baked goodies for help in a Spanish literature course. Many cookies and
Spanish assignments later, the couple went skydiving and fell in love. On her March 4
birthday, Juan surprised Claire with a mountaintop proposal on the slopes at Snowshoe.
She was even more surprised to learn that he had coordinated with her parents to have the
wedding just five days later at Elmwood Mansion, the Hugh Caperton House, in Union,
The couple was blessed with a beautiful, sunny day. The bride’s attire of a long-sleeved
ivory lace dress was accessorized with cherry red pumps, peal earrings, and her great-
grandmother’s embroidered handkerchief. The hand-tied bridal bouquet featured coral
and peach garden roses, red spray roses, pink ranunculas, white lisianthus, seed eucalyptus,
and hanging amaranthus. The groom opted for a navy suit and a red tie. The bride was
walked down the staircase to the main floor foyer by her father where the groom and
wedding guests waited. A letter of blessing from the groom’s parents, who attended via
Facetime from Bucaramanga, Colombia, was read by the brother of the groom in Spanish
and in English, before the couple exchanged traditional vows and Tiffany & Co. rings
beneath one of the chandeliers in the double parlor. The parents of the bride hosted a
seated dinner at Food and Friends in Lewisburg. The newlyweds enjoyed a honeymoon at
The Greenbrier. Juan Diego is a financial associate for Bimbo Bakeries USA, while Claire
is a graduate student in speech pathology at West Virginia University. The wedding was
the first at Elmwood since its recent restoration.



BRIDE'S GOWN

Belk

GROOM’S ATTIRE

Jo5. A. Bank

HAIR & MAKEUP

Guys and Dolls, Rich Creak, VA
FLOWERS

Gillespie’s Flowers & Productions,
White Sulphur Springs
CATERER

Food and Friends, Lewisburg
CAKE

The Bakery, Lewisburg
CEREMONY

Elmwood Mansion, Union
RECEPTION

. Food and Friends, Lewisburg
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CHRISTINA LEE
REED & BRIAN
STEPHEN COOLEY

DAVIS | 5.27.17

BRIDE'S PARENTS
Patricia & Robert Reed

GROOM'S PARENTS
Linca & the lote Dwighs Cooley

PHOTOGRAPHED BY
Hopxins Studics
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CHRISTINA, OF NEW MARTINSVILLE, AND BRIAN, OF WARDENSVILLE, met
while artending \West Virginia University. Brian taught Christina to trout fish

in a stream near Wardensville while they were dating. As they were fishing near
that same spot sixteen years later, Christina caughr a fish and was ready to move
downstream vhen Brian told her to try his pole—but instead of bait tied to the line,
there was 2n engagement ring. The couple had planned to have an outdoor wedding
ceremeny at Nelsen’s Farm iz Dryfork, but God had other plans: Rain forced the
ceremony to be moved to Bear Paw Lodge, which was transformed with beautiful
décor and Aoral arrangements by Ella & Company. The bride, wearing ar ivory
iace Essence of Australia gown with a halter neckiine, was escorted down the alsle
3y her special cousin, Jimmy Moore, to the song “A Thousand Years” by The Piano
Guys. The bridesmaids wore royal blue Scor-length dresses, and the greom and
groomsmer wore black tuxedos. The bride carried e bouguet of purple tilips, and
the bridesmaids’ bougquets were pink tulips. As the couple were proncunced husband
and wife, the rain stopped 2nd sun streamed in through the windows. Guests
enjoyed a cockeail hour before the reception. The receptior: began as the bridal
party, outfitted with props, was introduced to WVF theme scngs for The Honky
Tonk Man, Hillbilly Jire, and Rick Flair. The couple were introduced as “Welcome
to the Mair Event” played and transitiored ints Hutk Hogan's theme song, “Real
American.” Brian wore z red boa and 2 white t-shirt that said Cooleymania which
he ripped off. The couple served a four-tiered ivory buttercream wedding cake.

As the night ended, family and friends encircled the newlyweds to sing “Take Me
Heme, Country Roads.” The couple resides in Pickeringron, Oklo.



BRIDE'S GOWN

Wandy's Brical, Coluimbue, %

HAIR & MAKEUP

Salan B, Corra!l, H

BRIDESMAIDS’ DRESSES

Ke da’s Brical, Pittsburgh, 2%

GROOM’S & GROOMSMEN'S ATTIRE

B=I's Fine Clothing, Winzhester, VA
WEDDING COORDINATOR

Ella 2 Company, Thomas

FLOWERS

Merning Glary Floral, Thomnns

CATERER

Canaan Vaiiey Resort & Conferar.ze Cenier,
Davis

CAKE

The Cake Boufique, Winchester, VA
FAYORS

Mountain State Honey, Maraons
EtchedinTimellC, Wenatchse, WA
Bargain Mugs, Cazencvia, NY
OFFICIANT

Pastar Michael Furkhouser, Wardensyijle
REHEARSAL DINNER

Tuscan Grille Catering, Parsons
ENTERTAINMENT

De.c Yincent, Fairmont

LOCATION

Beur Puw Lodge at Canaan Valley Rexort, Davis

[||r"-"'1fh*r |"""L'L'$r

miwywadding.com | 123




HE REGISTER"
= . &

-4
-

MORGAN RHEA
RICHARDS &
MICHAEL JOSEPH
BEALS

SOUTH CHARLESTON | 6.24.17

IRIDE'S PARENTS

<athi & Dean Richards

3ROOM"S PARENTS
Sally & Chris Beals

*HOTOGRAPHED BY
_z Jordan Photo
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MICHAEL, OF FLORIDA, AND MORGAN, OF SOUTH CHARLESTOX, met the first
day of orientation at Savannab College of Art and Design and decided to start dating
underneath the Christmas tree at Rockefeller Center in New York City. After graduating,
Morgan apprenticed at the Coach Headquarters in New York, While there, Michael was
in West Virginia working with Calvin Broyles Jewelers to design a custom engagement
sing for Morgan. When Morgan returned to West Virginia to launch her own accessory
brarnd, Michacl proposed oz Decernber 23, 2015, while Morgen and ber family were
taking photos in front of the Christmas tree at the State Capiol. The couple were married
swo vears later in an outdoor ceremony at Little Creek Golf Course in South Charleston.
The bride wore a cream: full-length skirt designed in France with a white siceveless
bedice top that ded in the front with & bow, The bridesmaids carefully hand-picked
individuzlized dresses from Tvor’s Trunk The groom and groomsmen wore custom sport
cozts and silk/linen pants paired with matching bels and shoes from Tony the Tailor.
The bride and dridesrraids carried hydrangea, rose, and anemone beudquets designed

by Belle Maniong. The bride walked down the disle to “Ts’t She Lovely.” The couple
designed their own garden party-thermed wedding and reception. Each table had its own
custom cake with £avors ranging from butter peczn to French vanilla to strawberry. In
addtion to the wedding cake, the custom groom’s cake was designed with a camerz and

z Morgan Rhea Jackie bag on top, representing the couple’s interests. Guests received
personalized leather bracelets from Morgan Rhea, with the inscription on the outside that
read, “There is nothing more artistic than lovieg peopie” and, on the side, “Thanks for
loving us! Morgan & Mickael,” as well as handmade wooder: thimbles made by Morgans
grandfather. The couple reside in South Charleston.



BRIDE'S GOWN

Tis Beutigree by 2005
Clorlzsion
BRIDESMAIDS’ ATTIRE
Ivor’s Trunk, Claarlesic s
GROOM’'S & GROOMSMEN"S ATTIRE
Tony (ha Tatior, Crrlux

WEDDING COORDINATOR

Sciah Flots, Soh Charloster
FLOWERS

e B eligun by bl Bveats,
Charicsian

CATERER

Litle Creek Golf Coursz, South Cherlasian
CAKE

TG Foty Cale:, wende s, 0O

GROOM’S CAKE

Cakss by Appirimen, Pl Vasels,
Charle:ton
ENTERTAINMENT
Teimy & Tevin 8o
Charasing

ue T
=, Sl
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LESLIEJOY D.
ROMERO &
CHARLES MICHAEL
HARIOW

WHITE SULPHUR SPRINGS | 7.29.17

BRIDE’S PARENTS
Jose X [ze Romerc

GROOM'S PARENTS
Judith & David Harlow

PHOTOGRAPHED BY
The Obemports
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LESLIE, OF BECKLEY, AND CHASE, OF EAST BANK, met 2t 2 Charleston gym

in 2013, Lesiic was in her medical school rotations and Chase was working 25
personal trainer. After months of working out together, they saw each other at

a bar, and Chase made his move. In 2016, on a vacation iz Napa Valley, Chase
proposed on & beautiful sunny day at Frog’s Leap Winery. A year later, the couple
got married at The Greenbrier in White Sulphur Springs. The ceremony, eld in
The Greenbrier Chapel, featured Filipino wedding customs including wedding
spensors, a unity candle, arrhae or coins, a veii, and a cord. The bride chose = Stelia
York gown zad Marolo Blahnik shoes, and the bridesmaids wore Vince Camurto
dresses. The groom and groomstren wore tuxedos by Raiph Lauren. Guests enjoyed
e reception in The Greenbrier's Cameo Ballroom. The bride, formerly 2 professional
dancer, choreographed a surprise first dance for the unexpecting guests. It started
with a sweer, slow dance to *Can't Take My Eyes Off You” by Joseph Vincent,

then Rick Astlev’s “Never Gonna Give You Up,” and ended with Beil Biv Divoe’s
“Poison.” The couple, who now live in Morgantown, 2re planning 2 honeymoon trip
to Greece. Leslie is an internal medicine and pediatrics physiciar, and Chese is a
registered nurse,



- o
» LY
TN T,

Y ¥ Al &
Lo BN

BRIDE'S GOWN

Ths Beuiidieg b & Buils
Thed Botititjis by B.Builz

BRIDESMAIDS’ DRESSES

On'ive

GROOM’'S ATTIRE

Raksh Lewres, Whits Subeiur 8ings
PLANNER

Whitnaae fiills 2nd idarzn Vehis,

The C.eanbriar

FLOWERS

Gillnspie's Floviors 4 Produciion:,
White Suiphiur Springs

CATERER

Tir: Grostizrizs, Viths Suledwr Sorigs
CAKE

Tz Graanbrisz, YWiin: Sty Spring:
CEREMONY MUSIC

Fou. Serons Shifing Ghasie?,

lasgeer, W

RECEPTION ENTERTAINMENT

Ancihur Leve!, Rickinona, VA
VIDEOGRAPHER

EJF Vides Pre fosiicns, Pociley
CEREMOMNY

Tha Graonbsizr Clancl, Wit Sulshor
Snrings
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MOLLY ELIZABETH
SEIDLER &
ALEXANDER
THOMAS
CAUGHRAN

LEXINGTON, KENTUCKY | 5.13.17

BRIDE’S PARENTS
Sharon & David Seidler

GROOM’S PARENTS

Martha & Don Caughran

PHOTOGRAPHED BY
The Oberports
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MOLLY, OF CHARLESTON, AND ALEX, OF CHATTANOOGA, TENNESSEE, met in
2014 over a bet. Alex lost the bet and started to pay off his debt with their first
date. On November 25, 2016, Alex proposed in front of a graveyard on Molly’s
family farm with a little help from their puppy. The couple chose the 21c Museur:
Hotel in Lexington, Kentucky, for their wedding venue—a unique location with

an art exhibit called “Hibridity: The Supernatural” that displays taxidermied
animals. The bride wore a Calla Blanche gown with a deep V-neck and back with
shimmering layers of polka dots and plaid and had three custom fascinators made
from the material leftover from alterations to her wedding gown. The bridesmaids
picked their own purple cocktail dresses. The groom and groomsmen donned

gray tuxedos with purple vests and ties. The couple had an open bar before the
ceremony, which significantly helped in getting friends and family to the site on
time. The couple handmade a geometric wooden backdrop, which was decorated
with flowers and candles. The bride was escorted down the aisle by her parents to
ar acoustic arrangement of fove songs by The Beatles. Molly’s cousin officiated the
eight-minute-long ceremony, and afterward the space was quickly converted into

a reception site. A three-tiered geometric wedding cake and an elaborate groom’s
cake decorated as a Tennessee Volunteer cake with a bite taken out and University
of Kentucky cat paw prints walking across the top were served to guests. The bride’s
mother created the table décor with succulents that also served as wedding favors.
The night ended on the dance floor to Harry Nilsson's “F*ck vou song,” and around
11 p.m., the festivities moved to a bar across the street. The couple honeymooned in
Barcelona, Spain, and Tenerife Canary Islands.



BRIDE'S GOWN

Tha VWhis Dress of Laxingion,
laxitgyisn, VY

BRIDE’S FASCINATORS

The Divesinhor’s Closet, Charlusion
GROOM’S & GROOMSMEN'S ATTIRE
ToS. &, Bauk, Vucingson

FLOWERS

Sheron Seldler, Crarecion

CATERER

Leskbiax, Laxingion, KY

WEDDING CAKE

Confused Confachion: Bakehause,
Lexiiigton, KY

GROOM’'S CAKE

Confused Cenfictan: Batnhouse,
Laxingten, Y

ENTERTAINMENT

Fluzdan YWoelun Sound and lizhing,
FHashedi:, TN

LOCATION

2ic Yuseun Ha'el, Lasington, KY
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CARLY JEAN SETTLE
& JARED ALAN
PROCTOR

PARKERSBURG | 5.20.17

BRIDE'S PARENTS

Cindy & Bobby Setile

GROOM’S PARENTS

Judy & Jeff Procior

PHOTOGRAPHED BY

Mark Webb Photography
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CARLY AND JARED MET AT CHURCH WHEN THEY WERE BOTH IN ELEMENTARY
schoo!l and began dating while in college. Their engagement took placeunder the
sparkling lights of the fireworks outside of Cinderella’s Castle at Disney’s Magic Kingdom.
Two years after that magical night, the couple was married at the historic Blennerhassett
Hotel in Parkersburg, On a sunny May afternoon, the bride was escorted down the aisle
by her father. After exchanging traditional vows and reading of Scripture, the coupie
took part in 2 unity ceremony. This ceremony involved braiding a cord of three strands
into a cross made from wood salvaged from their flooded chuxch. As they braided the
cords, a pre-recorded duet of “Bless the Broken Road,” sung by the bride and groom,
played in the background. The bride’s “something old” for this special day wasa
handkerchief made by her grandmother, who passed away when the bride was young,
This handkerchief was unique because it had been hand-sewn and given to the groom’s
parents when Jared was born. The reception was also held at The Blennerhassett Hotel,
whete guests dined on 2 plated dinner and spent the evening dancing and celebrating
the couple. Carly and Jared, who are both accountants, could not have wished for a more
perfect “merger”! The couple honeymooned in Charleston, South Carolina, and now
reside in Elkview.



BRIDE'S GOWN

The Boutique by B.Belle Events,
Charleston

FLOWERS

Logan Taylor, Charlesten

OFFICIANT

Pastor Lee Swor

CATERER

The Blennerhassett Hotel, Parkersburg
CAKE

Sam’s Club, Parkersburg
ENTERTAINMENT

Premier Productions, Parkersburg
RENTALS

Litfle Black Drass Events, Parkershurg
Crown Event Rentals, Parkersburg
INVITATIONS

Yours Truly invitations, Parkersburg
LOCATION

The Blennerhasseft Hatel, Parkersburg
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ELIZABETH STRAUB
& NATHAN PAUL
WEESE

REEDSVILLE | 6.17.17

BRIDE’S PARENTS
Brenda & Doug Straub

GROOM'S PARENTS
Marsha & Ronald Wesss

PHOTOGRAPHED BY
i
CP Imagery
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MCKINZI AND NATE MET IN COLLEGE THROUGH MCKINZI'S TWIN SISTER,
Miranda, but it wasn't until 2014 when McKinzi and Nate were both in graduate
school that they started dating. In 2016, Nate bought McKinzi, a longtime horse
lover, tickets 1o see the Preakness. They walked down to the track to watch the
horses cross the finish line in one of the earlier races of the day, and after the

horses thundered past, Nate popped the question. McKinzi, of course, said “ves.”
The couple were married at Chestnut Hill Farm in Reedsville. The bride chose

ar ivory beaded mermaid dress that was backless and compiemented it with three
strands of pearls. The bridesmaids wore gold fuli-length dresses, and the groom
and groomsmen donned black tuxes, with the groom wearing an emerzld green tie
and vest and the groomsmen wearing gold ties and vests. The cerernony took place
outdoors and the bride walked down the aisle with her father and her dog of 14 years.
The couple exchanged their own vows as their good friend Daniel Whitlow officiated.
They lit unity candles handmade by the bride’s zunt in candlesticks handmade by the
bride’s grandfather. The aiste runuer said a swect message to the father of the bride:
“Dad, of all the walks we've taken, this is the one T'll rememmber forever.” Bridesmaids
made their own bouquets and boutonnieres for the groomsmen. The couple’s
wedding was predominantly DIY and laid back. Instead of dancing, the couple

had a bonfire and fawn games, including cornhole, ladderball, lawn jenga, and
badminton. There were beautiful lounge areas set up in various places ir the field.
Guests gave the couple a send-off with LED-Lit balloons released into the night sky.
The couple spent their honeymoon in Ocho Rios, Jamaica.



BRIDE'S GOWN

Cor:! end Frars, Mopciovn
BRIDESMAIDS’ DRESSES

Lulus, onlira

GROOM’S AND GROOMSMEN’S ATTIRE
Zuniel’s of Mor sante v, Kie g vtowm
OFFICIANT

Caniel Whillew, YW thington, PA
FLOWERS

Glube! Rese, onlira

CATERER

Frostaa Cetering, Jiergentwvn

CAKE

Olivia ivioran, Perbarsburg
ENTERTAINMENT

e, Asnaura, VA
Eriortenmeat, Morgantown

)
1

DECOR

Thie Musierd Couch, Mo gunizwn
LOCATION

Chestnut Hl Farin, Scedsville
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LEAH BLAIR
STUTLER & CODY
WISE SIERS

BRIDE’S PARENTS
Shcron & James Stutler

GROOM'S PARENTS
Angela & Kevin Siers

PHOTOGRAPHED BY
Tyler Maxweli
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LEAH, OF BRIDGEPORT, AND CODY, OF PARKERSBURG, met while attending
Alderson Broaddus University in Philippi. After cooking dinner together and
enjoying the meal on their porch on a beautiful spring evening, Cody bent down

to pick something up. He pulled a ring out of his boot and proposed. The couple
were married at Simpson Creek Baptist Church in Bridgeport. The bride wore a
white sleeveless satin ball gown with a fitted bodice and a scoop neckline and a skirt
that fell into soft folds ending in a cathedral train. The gown featured a basque
waistline and the bodice was embeilished with pearl and sequin beading. The bride
accessorized with a pearl and rhinestone necklace and matching earrings given

to her by her mother. The bridesmaids picked their own dresses. The groom and
groomsmen wore black suits. The couple wrote their own vows and tied a fisherman's
knot with red and white rope to symbolize becoming stronger through hardship, because
that kind of knot becomes tighter when pulled. The reception was held at Via Veneto in
Bridgeport, where the bridal party were introduced to “Thunderstruck” by AC/DC,
followed by the couple’s first dance to “I Cross My Heart” by George Strait. Dinner
consisted of chicken parmigiana served over pasta, fresh green beans, and a house
salad. The couple were toasted with a champagne toast by the maid of honor, the
best man, and the bride’s father. The couple traveled to Smoke Hole Caverns for
their honevmoon.
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BRIDE'S GOWN

Purchased new from o friend
GROOM’S & GROOMSMEN'S ATTIRE
Faye's Boutique, Vienna

FLOWERS

Clarksburg City Florist, Clarksburg
CATERER

Via Veneto, Bridgeport

CAKE

Bonnie Belle’s, Nutter Fort
ENTERTAINMENT

Dynamic Enfertainment and Lighting,
Morgantown

FAVORS

Cheapfavorshop.com

CEREMONY

Simpson Creek Boptist Church, Bridgeport
RECEPTION

Via Veneto, Bridgeport
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JESSICA MARIE
TACKETT & GAVIN
JAY NAPIER

HUNTINGTON | 4.8.17

BRIDE’S PARENTS
Robin & oz Tockett

GROOM'S PARENTS
Brenda & Noel Napier

PHOTOGRAPHED BY

Oliver Crzalive Photography
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JESSICA, OF BARBOURSVILLE, AND GAVIN, OF LOGAN, met at an open house at
Fellowship Baptist Church. Not long after, after a nice dinner and romantic drive
around rown, Gavin found himself down on one knee proposing with a ring he

had designed. After Jessica said “ves,” thev slow danced in the dining room. The
couple were married ar Olive Missionary Baptist Church in Huntington and had
their reception at Fellowship Baptist Church in Barboursville. The bride custom
desigrned her own wedding dress. The A-line gown showcased many design features
that included lace, ruffles, and gemstones. The groom donned a gray tuxedo with
avest in a herringbone pattern and wore vellow Chuck Taylors. The bride’s four
bridesmaids wore long vellow dresses. Jessica walked down the aisle, which was
lined in forsythiz, on her father’s arm ro “Canon in D.” The officiant, who had been
the bride’s pastor for 20 years, stood with his back to the guests so thar the couple
faced the pews. Instead of lighting a unity candle, the couple built a custom cross
with the pastor. Jessica and Gavin arrived at the reception, which was a church
family affair, in 2 1930s vellow truck. The three-tiered wedding cake in flavors of
lemon and strawberry was topped with a cake topper of the bride’s cats, Levi and
Gabby, and was placed in front of a backdrop that told the couple’s story. Jessice and
Gavir honeymooned in Charleston, South Carolina, and Savannak, Georgia. The
couple reside in Huntington, where Jessica 1s 2 HR director for Goodwill Industries
of KYOWVA and Gavin is a massage therapist for Pure Serenity Spa and the
administrative director at Fellowship Baptist Church.



BRIDE'S GOWN

Roselrce Soutiyue, Cado
BRIDESMAIDS" ATTIRE

David's Bridal

GROOM'S & GROOMSMEN'S ATTIRE
JoS. A. Bank

PLANMER

Terzsa Cassity & Robin Tacksi,
Barboursviliz

FLOWERS

Rubin Tackett, Barboursville
CATERER

Fellowship Baptist Churck Wormin's
Socizty, Barboursyilla

CAKE

Susan Hicks, Barboyrsvillz
GROOM'S CAKE

Susan Hicks, Barkeorsville
ENTERTAINMENT

Drew ans Sarah Noavy, Borboersills
CEREMONY

Cliv: Missionory Baustiz; Chinreh,
Huntington

RECEPTION

Fellowship Bapti=t Chereh, Burboursvills
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LESLEY ERIN
TAYLOR & ERIC
HENRY WEISS

MILTON | 7.29.17

BRIDE'S PARENTS

Kathy & Ronald Taylor

GROOM’S PARENTS

Colleen & Tom Weiss
Steve & Geneva Weiss

PHOTOGRAPHED BY
Emily Ferguson Photography
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LESLEY, OF CROSS LANES, AND ERIC, OF BETHLEHEM, PENNSYLVANIA, met

by chance. He was visiting a friend at West Virginia University, where she went

to school, and they struck up a conversation at a party. Lesley had been expecting

a proposal for a while, and Eric tried his best to make it a surprise. She had just
gotten home from working 2 night shift, and Eric was about to go to work. He
asked Lesley to go outside and see what their dog, Hopper, did in the yard. When
she went outside, the words “Marry me?” were written with leaves. The couple were
married at The Maylon House in Milton. The bride chose a Maggie Sottero vintage-
inspired beaded sheath gown with an illusion keyhole back and scalloped edges, while
the bridesmaids wore varving shades and styles of blue and gray dresses. The groom’s
attire consisted of a gray Vera Wang suit with a lighter gray vest and ivory tie, and

the groomsmen wore light gray vests and dress pants with dusty blue ties. The bride
and bridesmaids carried bouquets that consisted of a mix of soft whites and blush-
colored flowers and greenery. During their outdoor ceremony, the couple performed a
glass-mixing tribute that was then sent off and made into a vase. The reception moved
indoors and featured garden themed floral centerpieces with geometric accents. The
couple were announced as husband and wife then shared their first dance to “Say You
Won't Let Go” by James Arthur. There was an impromptu dance-off between the
bride’s father and brother, and the debate is still going on who was the winner. After
2 buffet of steak and chicken was served, guests enjoyed the four-tiered ruffled blue
ombre wedding cake and the groom’s cake, which was a replica of a frosted beer
mug. The couple traveled to Munich and Dublin for their honevmoon and currently
reside in Cross Lanes.



BRIDE’S GOWN

Nandelz Briaol, Eleanor
BRIDESMAIDS’ ATTIRE

Devia's Bridul, Sc:h Cherleion
GROOM’S & GROOMSMEN’S ATTIRE
Mea's Wearhouse, Serih Chaslzsion
FLOWERS

Flowaers on Olde Lgin, S A 04
CATERER

The Flayion Heuss,

WEDDING CAKE

Rock City Cale Teapuay, Clsleston
GROOM’S CAKE

Tina Suciv, S Adsnns
ENTERTAINMENT

Party Tioe B, Ripley

UNITY VASE

Meuntain Hoven Glals, Evter Perk, CO
LOCATION

The Mayion Houwe, Milics
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BROGAN ALLEGRA
WALTERS & DANIEL
STEPHEN FULKS

HUNTINGTON | 5.27.17

BRIDE'S PARENTS

Terii & Torin Walters

GROOM’S PARENTS

Nancy & Todd Fulks

PHOTOGRAPHED BY
Brittany Ancarson Photography
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HUNTINGTON NATIVE BROGAN AND CLARKSEURG NATIVE DANO met at West Virginia
Uriversity School of Medicine interview dzy in September 2013. Almost three years
lazer, they got engaged at Brogan’s apartment over breakfast for dinner. The couple
married at St. Joseph Catholic Church in Huntington. The bride chose ar elegantly
classic strapless gown, and the bridesmaids wore simple halter-style dresses in blush
sonas. The bride wore 2 simple gold braceler to match the groom’s cufflinks, both
bearing the Iralian symbol for love and marriage. The bridal party carried all white
bouguets of hydrangeas and roses with gold accents. The groom and groomsmen wore
classic tuxedos, but the groom changed from a black lacket to a white jacket for the
reception. After a tradizional Catholic ceremony, a reception was held at Brad Smith
Fourdation Hall in Huntington and was catered by the bride’s family’s restaurant, La
Famiglia. The couple canced their first dance to “Tupelo Honey” by Van Morrison,
with Santa Cruz of Charleston providing the entertainment. The tables were adorned
with beausiful arrangements of white hydrangeas and roses in varying sizes of gold
vases, and elegant monogrammed napkins were placed on top of gold chargers at

each place setting. A simple four-tiered white wedding cake was served. After the
reception, the celebration continued into the night with an after-party at the bride’s
house by the pocl. After 2 honeymoon to Antigua, the couple returned o Knoxville,
Ternessee, where Brogan is completing her OB/GYN residency and Dano is finishing
his residency in radiology.



BRIDE'S GOWN

vy fuidal Studia, Columius, OH
BRIDESMAIDS" ATTIRE

Nevid’s Bridz:l, Charlssicn

GROOM’S & GROOMSMEN'S ATTIRE
Men's Wearhouse, Charloslon
PLANNER

iarlene Sims, Fuiingion

FLOWERS

Marline Siizs, Hualington

CATERER

Ralph Hogy, Lo Feaiglia, Huntington
CAKE

Saring Hil Reeery, South Charleston
ENTERTAINMENT

Santa Cruz, Charleston
CEREMONY
5t Jaseph Cathalic Church, Huntington
RECEPTION
dred Smiin Fecnelution Hall, Huntington
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SARAH ALLISON
WHITE & JOHN
CHRISTIAN LUSTREA

SHEPHERDSTOWN | 6.24.17

BRIDE’S PARENTS

Laura White

Scott & Kim Miller
GROOM’S PARENTS
Anita & Mike Murghy
Robert Lustrea
PHOTOGRAPHED BY
Siacy Smith Svans
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ON A BEAUTIFCL WEST VIRGINIA DAY UNDER A BLUE SKY AND A GOLDEN SUN, Sarah
White and John Lustrea were united in marriage in. Shepherdstown. Their love story
began two years earlier when they met while working in the summer for the Nationa!
Park Service in Harpers Ferry, Their relationship continued as Sarah retuned o WVU to
fnish her degree in medical lab science and John headed back to South Caroiina to finish
his master's degree in public history. In the summer of 2016, John proposed to Sarah ora
beautiful overook in Shenardoak National Park. Sarah always dreamed of being married
in the Reformed Church in Shepherdstown, which sits on land deeded by her ancestors
who were some of the area’s carliest settlers. Her grandparents were married at the chusch
in 1946. Growing up, Sarah loved hezring the story told by her grandfather that when he
walked to the church, the streets were lined with people. He thought there was a parade,
but was told, “No, 2 Cookus woman hasr’t been married here in. 7C vears—we want to
see it!” Now, 71 vears later, Sarah and John have carried on the tradition. The reception
follovwed at the Barn 2z York Hill in Shenandoah Tunction. Each table was named zftera
national park that they have visited. The dessert table inciuded rot only a beautiful cake,
but also cupcakes, gold dusted macaroons, hand-painted sugas cookies, and raspberry
linzer cookies. The bride surprised the groom with a cake in the shape of a basketball of
his fevorite tearn, the Chicago Bulls, A £iend of the groom provided music for evening,
The periect day ended with a sparkler send off s the couple was whisked away. Sarah
ard John wanted to make sure out-of-town guests got a reai taste of West Virginia. They
received welcorne bags thet included Berkeley Springs water, DeFleud's chocolates and
Mourtaineer popcors, before the couple left for their horeymoon in Key West, Fiorida.




BRIDE'S GOWN

1 & B Ericials and Tusedes, Chambarsbxig, PA
HAIR

¥rlei Putman, Martinaburg

MAKEUP

Ambzer brown, Mary Kay, Winchester, VA
BRIDESMAIDS’ DRESSES

David's Bridal, Hagerstown, MDD
GROOM’'S & GROOMSMEN’S ATTIRE
Dana's Tuxedo, Martinzhurg

WEDDING PLANNER

Aimee iyers Peters, Ihweod

FLOWERS

Roostervane Florist, Funkstown, MD
Garden By Tha Woods, Mertinsbirg
CATERER

Catering by Margarita, Charlzs Town
CAKE

Bijou’s Sweet Treats, luray, VA
ENTERTAINMENT

Toin Moble, Nashvilfe, TN

INVITATIONS

Laah Puiterman, Invitaficns from the Heart,
Heaerstawn, MD

CEREMONY

Chrivt Reformed Church, Shupherdsioven
RECEPTION

Tha Barn of York Hill, Shenandeah Junciion
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ANNETTE [EE GAVIN
& KARL EVAN BATES

SHEPHERDSTOWN | 6.3.2017

PHOTOGRAPHED BY
viz Coulter Stead

ANNETTE AND KARL WERE FINALLY MARRIED on June 3, 2017,
seven years tc the day after these former high school sweethearts
reunited in 2010. They wanted thetr wedding to be a special dav
focusing on their friends and family. The celebration started the
night before the wedding, with a casual party hosted by Eric and
Joy Lewis in their beautiful barn venue on historic McMurran
Farm. The evening was an intimate way for both families and
the closest friends from both sides to meet and bond in a small
group before the larger wedding on Saturday. The couple’s
outdoor wedding took place on a perfect, warm spring afternoon
at the beautiful Bavarian Inn in Shepherdstown. The bride wore
a simple full-length pale blue gown and the groom dressed ina
navy suit with coordinating tie. To honor eariier generations of
women who were not present that day, each of Annette’s sisters
and nieces chose 2 handkerchief that had belonged to Annette’s
mother, grandmother, and two great aunts to hold during the <
ceremony. Decorations were created by friends Joy Lewis and
Kerry Asam. Floral centerpieces were arranged in Blenko glass
water bottles of every color. The wedding cake was Annette's
grandmother Nanny’s Lemon Pound Cake recipe. And the
rehearsal pies were baked by June, Annette’s stepmother. Dan
QOehler played jazz classics on guitar. The ceremony itself was
short and sweet, but the reception went into the wee hours of the
night around the outdoor fire pit at the Bavarian Inn, sharing
tales and laughter. Immediately after the wedding, the couple
took short trip to the North Fork of Long Island, but the real
honeymoon was a long-dreamed-of trip to Italy in April 2018,
Annette and Karl reside in. Shepherdstown.

HAIR & MAKEUP

Lk Sranetacgern, Nk Visions, Martinskm
FLOWERS

Juoy wowis ond Kany Asuna

CATERER

Ruseiun le, Sheploadzown
ENTERTAINMENT

Dan Oehlor

LOCATION

Rave:ian nr, Sheghord:tows



KAYLA DENISE
HUDGINS &
ROBERT HALL

LOGAN | 6.10.17

BRIDE’S PARENTS
Denise & Anthony Hudgins

GROOM’'S PARENTS

Jackie & Bobby Hall

PHOTOGRAPHED BY
Brittany Ferrell Photography

KAYLA, OF GILEERT, AND ROBERT, OF MAN, met while
preparing for an Easter celebration at church in 2004. Despite
an age difference, life’s ups and downs, and their careers,
Kayla and Robert remained friends for many years and began
dating when Kayla was in college. During a hike with their
dog, LuLu, at Chief Logan State Park, Kayla turned around
to see Lulu wearing a sign that read, “Will you marry
Robert?” The couple were married at Special Occasions in
Logan. The bride wore a lace gown designed by Sherri Fill
with pearls at the neckline and back, and the groom and
groomsmen looked dapper in tan suits with vests and ties.
The bridesmaids dressed in lace gowns of varying lengths.
The bride was escorted by her father, while her uncle sang
“Butterfly Kisses,” and then Kayla's father surprised her with
a song after giving her away. Kayla wrote the couple’s vows.
A reception followed the ceremony, where guests were served
a four-tiered wedding cake and various flavors of cupcakes.
Each table was decorated with an arrangement of lilies, roses,
hydrangeas, and greenery. In lieu of a traditional first dance,
the bride and groom performed a choreographed dance with
their favorite songs. The couple enjoyed their honeymoon
cruise to Mexico before returning to Logan, where Kayla
works as a teacher and Robert is employed by ABB.

BRIDE'S GOWN

Nose Trz Leuriqua, Caisde
BRIDESMAIDS’ DRESSES

Coeids Boide ), Char'ssion

GROOM’S AND GROOMSMEN'S ATTIRE
Clarice: Flore! & Riidal, Gilbart
WELDING PLANNER

“aaie Ten, logen

WEDDING COORDINATOR

‘ori Stacy, Gilkeri

CATERER

S pscici Uscarong, Logan

CAKE

¥/ctnart, logan

ENTERTAINMENT

SLAVO-Live DI & lighilng Exiswvagunza, Hurricana
YIDEOGRAPHER

Cela wderrit Wedding Fitms
LOCATION

Spacial Quaasian, Lega
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SAMANTHA | LOPEZ
& DAVID J DIERINGER

SNOWSHOE | 7.22.17

BRIDE’S PARENTS
Sheila & Reza Mardmomen

GROOM’S PARENTS
SueAnn & James Goolts

PHOTOGRAPHED BY
Rebecca Devono Photography

WHEN SAMANTHA AND DAVID OF BRIDGEPORT got engaged,
they chose to have a destination wedding at Snowshoe
Mountain Resort. They opted for a traditional ceremony
officiated by Father Casey Mahone and held at St. Bernard
Chapel. After their nine bridesmaids and nine groomsmen
congregated at the front of the church, Samantha was
escorted down the aisle by her father, where she and David
exchanged traditional vows. She wore a form-fitted, textured
Allure gown that featured beading, lace, and sheer tulle.
The bridesmaids wore blush strapless Allure gowns with
contrasting striped edging. After the ceremony, a reception
was held at Soaring Eagle Lodge. Dinner was served on the
terrace in a tent outside the lodge with breathtaking views
of the mountains. Beautifully decorated tables included
gold chargers, black lanterns, gold votives, and garlands of
eucalyptus leaves. After the couple’s first dance to “Yours”
by Russell Dickerson, guests took the party inside to the
dance floor in the Hearth Room, where Davids’ friends
who used to DJ in high school came out of retirement for
their wedding. In addition to their wedding cake, guests
enjoved cupcakes and Italian-style cookies made by Davids’
grandmother, which were given to guests as favors.

BRIDE'S GOWN

Hous: of Fashions, Briczzport
BRIDESMAIDS' DRESSES

Heuss of Frstions, Dridgapont
GROOM’S & GROOMSMEN'S ATTIRE
House of “ashions, Bridgruort
FLOWERS

Jo)o's Florist, Elkins

CAKE

war Lithe Cupers, Ularsiurg
CATERER

Searing Sogls lodps, Suewehoe
CEREMONY

Zr Bemard Coopal, 3rowthiog
RECEPTION

Socring Eagls lodge, Snoushoe



COURTNEY LUANN
LUSK & WILLAM
JOSEPH COOK

CHARLESTON | 7.15.17

BRIDE’S PARENTS

lisa & Danny Lusk

GROOM’S PARENTS

Cathy & Gordon Cook

PHOTOGRAPHED BY
Jenny Reese Photography

WIL, OF SOUTH CHARLESTON, AND COURTNEY, OF CROSS
LANES, met in 2011 through mutual friends while in college
at West Virginia University. Nearly five years later, Wil
planned a unique proposal—although it didn’t go as planned.
They were going out to a birthday dinner for Courtney, who
isa Type 1 diabetic, and Wil had hidden the engagement
ring in her test strip container. He had intended to propose
during dinner, but she checked her blood sugar earlier than
planned and she found the ring before they made it out of the
driveway. The couple married at the State Capitol. The bride
chose a strapless, form-fitting lace gown with a beaded sash
and fingertip-length veil, and the bridesmaids wore different
styles of blush floor-length gowns with gold shoes. The
groom and groomsmen donned gray suits with blush paisicy
tics. The bride was escorted down the aisle by her father to
The Piano Guys' “Can’t Help Falling In Love.” The couple
exchanged traditional vows, but also answered questions
like “Why did they love each other?” and “What was their
favorite memory?” The reception was held at the University
of Charleston, where the bride and groom danced their first
dance to “Perfect” by Ed Sheeran. Guests enjoyed a lovely
dinner followed by Spring Hill Bakery’s hot dog donuts for
dessert before dancing the night away. The couple exited
under a canopy of sparklers, and a donation to the Juvenile
Diabetes Research Foundation was given in lieu of favors.
The couple reside in Morgantown, where Wil is a CPA and

Courtney is a pre-K special needs teacher.

BRIDE'S GOWN CATERER

The Boutique by B.Belle Events,  University of Charleston, Charlesion
Charleston DESSERT

BRIDESMAIDS’ DRESSES Spring Hill Bakery, South Charleston
Weddingfonway.com ENTERTAINMENT

GROOM’S & GROOMSMEN'S BRAVO-Live DJ and Lighting

ATTIRE Extravagonzo, Hurricane
Men's Warehouse, Charleston INVITATIONS

WEDDING PLANNER MESH Design and Development
Simply Gorgeous Events by CEREMONY

Lara il West Virginia State Capitol,
FLOWERS Charlesfon

Simply Gorgeous Events by RECEPTION
Laraill University of Charleston, Charleston
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KIMBERLY MARIE
TROAST & THOMAS
LEE LICCIARDI

NASSAU, BAHAMAS | 5.5.17

BRIDE'S PARENTS
Judy & Richarc Troast

GROOM'S PARENTS
Jenny & Thomas Licciardi

PHOTOGRAPHED BY

Ryan Williams

KIM AND TOM'S SPECIAL DAY STARTED LIKE NO OTHER. | hey
decided on a destination wedding with just the twe of
them in the Bahamas, and since Baharnian law stares thata
couple mmust be in the Bahamas for three days prior to their
nuptials they srarted their wedding festivities by taking their
honeymoon first. As avid scube divers and adventurers,
they decided to sail and scuba dive the Great Exumas for
the week leading up to their big day. On their wedding

day, whick fell on Cinco De Mayo, they disembarked

their catzmaran and headed to The Cove ar Atlans to

get ready. Later that evening they arrived at sunset to
Jaws Beach, 2 deserted beach in Nassau, 0 piedge their
vows to one arother, Their favorite part of the ceremony
was walking toward one another on that sandy beach as
+he waves lapped at their feet and the salty breeze blew
them toward one another. The moment was magicai as
thev read their own vows to one another, laughing and
crying, and then danced in the sand as the sun set behind
them. They ended the evening at the One and Only
Resort with dinzer on the ocean and dancing to Lionel
Richie’s “Truly.” The couple and their newborn son,
Tommy, reside in Morgantown, where Torz i the owner
of Jacqueline’s Fine Jewelry and Kim is the vice president
ard business services officer at BB&T.

BRIDE'S GOWN

Cuzigin

GROOM’S ATTIRE

Damials of Morgartown, idorg xslown
FLOWERS

Thes Ezaseu Florist

CATERER

The On~ and Only Resort, Massau, Buianzs
ENTERTAINMENTY

The Sova, Nasscu, Baharmas

RINGS

Lanmusiing's Fi sy, Morponien
CEREMONY

Javes Beach, Nascou, Bchiamas
RECEPTION

“he One and Only Resont. Nassay, Bahamas
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Must be married between Moust be married between
August 20, 2017 - March 4, 2018 March 5, 2018 - August 19, 2018
FINAL DEADLINE EARLY BIRD DEADLINE FINAL DEADLINE
July 2, 2018 December 3,2018  January 14, 2019
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Purchase by the Spring/Summer early bird deadline and save $50.*
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ENGAGEMENT

fohave and to hold ...
Find out who got a proposal and who said yes in the pages

of our Engagement Announcements.

From the engagement of Caitlin Stout & Tyler Pumpbrey, phategrapbed by Kuirsta + Seth




KRISTIN' MARIE BRAND &
BLADE SAVAGE SECRIST

THE BRIDE IS FROM MORGANTOWN;
THE GROOM IS FROM WINONA.

ENGAGEMENT DATE: 9.14,17
WEDDING DATE: 8.25.18

Kristin and Blade met on the first day of fall semester at West
Virginia University in August 2013. Their eyes met as they waited
outside of the lecture hall for Geology 103 to start. Kristin made
sure to sit close, but far enough away. By the end of class, though,
Blade had introduced himself to Kristin, and the rest is history.
On a trip to South Carolina, Blade planned to go skydiving with
some friends. Kristin on the other hand was going to be the best
spectator ever. After Blade jumped, she was waiting for him to
land. When his fect touched the ground he unzipped his Jjumpsuit
to show her his t-shirt that read, “Will you marry me?” Kristin
was taken completely by surprise. It was the best day of her life.
Kristin works in human resources, and Blade is a police officer.

WHERE THEY RESIDE
Morgantown

PHOTOGRAPHER
Phato by Tyson

PHOTO LOCATION
Morgantown

ENGAGEMENTS

SARAH ELIZABETH
HUTSON & BRANDON
NICHOLAS SHARP

THE BRIDE IS FROM MORGANTOWN;
THE GROOM IS FROM ST. ALBANS.

ENGAGEMENT DATE: 9.14.17
WEDDING DATE: 5.18.19

Their love story began as many modern fairytales do: online (OKcupid to
be exact). Sarah was drawn to Brandon’s username, “Beerasaurus1986,”
as she too has a fondness for libations and prehistoric wildlife. Brandon's
interest was initially piqued by Sarah’s long auburn hatr. However, a quick
glance at her profile revealed someone equally devoted to the Mountain
State, with many overlapping interests. On a romantic weekend getaway,
Brandon took Sarah for a picnic at Dolly Sods. He got down on one

knee and presented her with her late mother’s ring, In Sarah’s exciternent,
compounded by years of waiting for this exact moment, she forced the
ended with a trip to & department store so they could cut the ring off
Sarah’s quickly swelling finger. They are sincerely grateful to Jane V.
general manager of Happy Crafters, and Brandon is a post production
specialist for Action Title Research.

WHERE THEY RESIDE
Morgantown

PHOTOGRAPHER
Chelsea Hellen Photography

PHOTO LOCATION
Lindy Point in Tucker County
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JTLN MARIE STOUT &
ER WAYNE PUMPHREY

RIDE IS FROM SHINNSTON;
}ROOM 15 FROM CLARKSBURG.

EMENT DATE: 1.28.17
NG DATE: 5.12.18

gagement started on Christmas Eve with the walk and talk

ery father hopes he will get, but never wants to. Tyler, wanting
his life with Caitlin, an employee of WVU Medicine, ina

»nal manner explained to her father how much he loved Caitlin,
promised to alsvays honor, respect, and provide for her. After
ng the family blessing, Tyler started on his quest to make the
.ment one that Caitlin would never forget. Tyler, a welder with
1o Welding Company by trade, spends a lot of time on the road,
dlier in the couple’s relationship they discovered Lewisburg,
sonsidered this “their” place, so it was only fitting that Tylers

as to get Caitlin back to Lewisburg to ask her to marry him.
Caitlin believed was a family outing, was actualty a well-
ht-out proposal. While visiting their favorite location, Tyler,
1ded knee, exposed his heart and professed his love while

r for her hand in marriage.

: THEY RESIDE
port

'GRAPHER
+ Seth

» LOCATION
1q, Bridgeport

WY WEDDINGS Spring/Summar 2018

JENNIFER MICHELLE
WOILFE & JACK RICHARD

GREENE

THE COUPLE IS ERCM RAVENSWOOD.

ENGAGEMENT DATE: %.2.17
WEDDING DATE: 8.18.78

Jennifer and Jack have known each other for more than 15 years.
Jenmnifer was friends with his brother during school, but life eventually
took them in different directions. After she had her eye on Jack for
awhile, they finally started dating in May 2016. After dating for
almost a year and a half, in September 2017, Jack took Jennifer to her
favorite restaurant, Spagna’s in Marietta, Ohio. She was so surprised
when the waitress brought two champagne glasses with a glitter bow
in the shape of a heart ticd around the glasses, that she dido’t even

see the ring sitting on top of the bow. She truly didn’t know what was
going on at first until Jack got down on onc knee in front of the entire
restaurant and asked her to be his wife. Jermifer is an attorney and Jack
is a union pipefitter and certified welding inspector.

WHERE THEY RESIDE
Ravenswood

PHOTOGRAPHER
Michele Coleman Photography. Murrells Inlei, South Carolina

PHOTO LOCATION
Caledonia Fish and Golf Club, Pawleys Island, South Carolina



ALPINE Lake rResorg

Live Relax Refresh Dream

700 West Alpine Drive w Terrq Altla WV
www.alpinelake.com

More details at alpinelake.com or call our team at 304.789.248]
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SAY CiI D O.’}
TO QUR
PICTURESQUE
VIEWS

)

Design your dream occasion cuisine with wiarld s (o el
Chet Johh Wright. The Bricigs Road Bisto has earbed 1
for Bust Fine Chnin aurant jm Ch

Wine Spectators Awand of Excellence

Specializing in Elegant Weddings, Receptions, and Vartics [~ k _:

Por any Oceasion. lee Seupblures now available. s |
: The Top of the Hill &
815 Bridge Road, Charleston WV 25314 « 304.720.3500 B { ac kb 6!: ':‘ Guest House
thebridgeroadbistro.com B F a r “%ﬁ 10 minutes from downtown
y Yo R e Chareston, WV
it 304.610.5070 » hiackberrywv.com Plan your tour today!

BR Farm koy gour parfeat bern wadding

Crab Shack

Sleaka - Seafood » Baw Har

CARIBBA

BANQUETS & CATERING
sy Crab Shack CARIBBA

& full-service catering COmpany.

Gr-site ond off-site event service

Banguet facility up 1o 300 guests

Available for all events

LI

5 = N ) Y
up to a 25-mile radius of Margantown S ta Tl
3 ’-;'n

T

SN

crabshackcaribba.com
Beals 150 under roof 2850 wilb ani
in Masantown, WV
Calering is availahbie by Ml Sislie BRG
A~atlable nid-May through. mid-Supt
Contact At § (304 G2R-37TI8
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HOUSE of FASHIONS
e treal your experience as if il were our own.

Providing fashions for all of your wedding, tuxredo, prom, and formal needs.

121 DANIEL DRIVE, BRIDGEPORT, WV | 304.672.5490 | HOFWV.COM



JACQUELINES

FINE JEWELRY
1070 Suncrest Towne Centre | Morgantown | 304.599.6981

FROM CONCEPT TO CREATION

s

Custom wedding bands to match ary ring
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THE NEW RIVER
GORGE REGION.
ALWAYS KEEPS OUR
DOOR OPEN FOR
BUSINESS, THE
NRGRDA CAN
HELP YOU EXPAND
YOUR EXISTING
BUSINESS, PROVIDE
STRATEGLC
COACHING FOR
YOUR START UP,
OR HELP YOU
RELOCATE TO' A
SETTING THAT
BETTER FITS YOUR
NEEDS. WITH A
COST OF DOING
BUSINESS 14%
BELOW THE
NATIONAL
AVERAGE, YOU
CAN'T AFFORD
NOT TO FIND
YOUR REASON TO
CHOOSE THE
NRG.

P
new river gorge

reglonal development authority

WWW.NRGRDA.COM
(304) 254-8115 » INFO@NRGRDA.ORG

116 N. HEBER STREET, BECKLEY, WV 25801
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Memories happen here.

Looking for a place to
stay near the Gorge? Wil ol Weonrfi

Discover one of the seven beautiful state m v

parks within driving distance for great Steite Parks & Forests
outdoor activities, camping, and more. f W # wystateparks.com




“Authentic. That is the word that best descr th
increditle natural assets we have hers in Southern VWest
Virginia. Cur thrze National Parks and 10 :Inte Parks attract

over thr=e million visitors to Scuthern Weast Virginia every

-

rars

~vear! How lucky are we to live in the middle of one of the

DU HER

most beautiful and de51rable places in the world!”

sjgjﬂng,igﬂ:g hter For a FREE Visitor Guide, call 800-VisitWV
New River Gorge National River or go to VisitWV.com/swvparks
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N BEHALF OF OUR MANY friends, part-
ners, and fellow outdoor enthusiasts,
Adventures on the Gorge is pleased
to introduce you to one of our nation’s
greatest outdoor playgrounds, the New
River Gorge! The New River Gorge is
more than 1,000 feet deep in places, and the river system
is one of the oldest on Earth. The geology is stunning,
the biodiversity surprising, and the history fascinating.
From the old waters of the New River, the flora and fauna
abound in this densely forested Appalachian haven.

Since 1968 modern adventurers have been taking white
water rafters down this magnificent gorge. Four outfitting
companies (Mountain River Tours, Class V1, Rivermen,
and Songer) joined together in 2008 to become Adven-
tures on the Gorge (AOTG), the only adventure resort
of its kind in the U.8.

You'll find countless attractions and activities to enjoy in
the New River Gorge area. See the work of skilled artisans
at Tamarack. Chat with Maura and Gene about their
zdventure gear at Fayetteville's Water Stone Outdoors,

or step into & harness and eaze across the catwalk
that sits inches below the New River Gorge Bridgs
and 851 feet above the rapids. There is so much to
take in as you gaze from that lofty perch above the
New River Gorge National River. It is one of three
national park units in the region, which together
comprise the largest stretch of protected rivers in
the eastern U.S. Nearby, the others are the Blue-
stone National Scenic River and the world famous
Gauley National Recreation Area.

‘What else can you do? How about learn to do
something you always wanted to do, but never got
the chance? Let Sean teach you to fish for bass or
muskie. Doug, Hannah, or the “Gauley Lama”
might guide you on your first river run. Want to
try zipping? Ask Bongo or E Ray to take you out
on TreeTops Canopy Tour, z zip line adventure
regarded as one of the top 10 in the country. If you
dare, try the high-flying Adrena-line at Gravity,
among the highest, fastest zips in the nation. Last
time I checked, BLRs record was 73 mph. See if
you can beat him.

One of our guests asked me last summer, “Hart,
what is it that you do?” On behalf of our team, I
said, “Well, we get to wind people up like tops and
then send them home the most excited and ener-
gized they will be all year. That’s what we do, and
we do it every day.” During Gauley season I was
welking across our resort vwhen I heard someone
yelling my name. As I turned around, a young guy
asked, “Do you remember me?” I said, “You bet.
You're Chad, and we paddled the Gauley together last
year.” That is a bond of friendship we will forever share.
He came with six people the first time and returnzd with
20 the next. Thar says scmething,

Our company’s vision is “Leading the World Outdoors.”
We want to lead you outside to enjoy nature in a way that
will enrich, enliven, and invigorate you. Come stay with
us, or heck, stay with one of our friends. Just get here.

John Muir once wrote, “We little know what wildness
exists in each of us.” Think about its meaning, then stop
dreaming about what “wildness” might lurk inside of you. Try
something new. Make it a reality. Join us for a great adventure.
We might become your lifelong friends, like Randy, Dan,
Alisa, Mike, Piotr, Anietra, or Chad and thousands of others.
To our friend, Brian (page 50), we miss you, buddy.

Sincerely,

G 2=

DAVE “HART” HARTVIGSEN
President & CEQ



Learn to Adventure

Expand your knowledge of the outdoors with these new programs.
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EST VIRGINIA IS
CALLED “Almost
Heeven” for good
reason. Located
within 330 miles

of more than half of
the U8, population, it is surprisingly easy to
travel to

he Mountain Stare, vetr once you cross
into cur berders, veu'll feel worlds away. West
Virginia is a place where dichotomies meet. It
is the northernmost acuthcrn state and the
southernmost northern state, It's a place where
lite slows down, where 'Iald ::af'k s3cepes ars at
every bend in the road. It is 2lso an adrenaline
junlue ¢ dream destinaticn, where hears-
pumping outdcer recreation zbounds.
Adventures on the Gorgs embodiss all of the
different corrponents that make West Virginia
special. It is 2 place that brings families together
o bord with ons znother and nature. It 33
where authsntic memaoriss zre made. It's where
couples hzad o celebrate their love, and whers
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friends reconnect and
new friendships are
made. It is a place that

after you've left.
Experience the thrill
of navigating one of the
world’s oldest rivers.
Zip through forests of
towering trees. Learn to
climb the rugged face of
a towering rock. Walk
across the iconic New
River Gorge Bridge
with unparalleled views
of the river 850 feet
below. We invire vou
to climb our mountaing,
ride our white warter,
kavzk our rivers, and
hike our scenic trails.
Eniev fresh local food
and cur unrivaled arti-
san craftsmanship, and
then bring our heritage
te your aome with
p:cducts that imparta
fplace. Tourour |
cherming towns where |
hospitalizy will welcome
vou at every turn, Or

SENES

quite simply slow down
and scak up solimxde at the grandest surdoor pool
in the state, Canyoxn Falls Swimming Hole. Once
vou visi, you'll understand why it is a plece where
people return—or never leave.

This mzgazine will introduce you to the erea,
the gbundance of recreational spperturnities,
easy dey trips, and specia! hidden gems. As vou
will see, at Advenmre: en the Gorge there’s
somzething for everyone. Come explore with us!

/yf-_{‘_;_&-%?f_p{_.
e
NIKKI BOWMAN
Publisher and Editor
New South Media, Inc.

i I,and @

Follow us on ;!—a !
wiliving.com
facebook.com/ wyliving
twitter.com/ wvliving
pinterest.cam/wvllving

stays wizh vou long |

Contributors

Fred Wolfe is a
semi-retired CPA and
spends many days
each year hiking and
photographing the
New River Gorge and
surrounding areas. He has been visiting
the gorge regularly for more than nine
years and has accumulated more than
one year there exploring and photo-
graphing the rich bounty of the gorge,
including its waterfalls, overlooks, and
ghost towns. fredwoife.zenfolio.com

Chris Jackson

is g fulltime
photographer based
in Fayetteviile, West
Virginia. With
solid background

in pboto-cumahsm and cycling socrts
out azle to work in all fielas, he
captures genuine and timeless images
that blend fine art visuals wrth keen
storytelling. He enjoys riding bikes ang
exploring with his wife and dzughter.
chrisfacuscnmedia.com

Pnotographer
T Elizabeth Roth

3 grew up fishing,

B writing, biking,

‘(/‘\ drawing, swimming,

' and making music
in the beautiful Greenbrier Valley. She
completed her visual arts degree at
West Virginia University in May 2013
and has been living in Morgantown
ever since, where she recently added
cross-country skiing and sewing to her
ever-growing list of hobbies.

Danielle Conaway
is from Fairmont and
works in health care
marketing and com-
munications. She
~as written for Mor-
gantown magazine since its first issue
and also contributes to WV Living's
music blog. She enjoys yoga, cooking,
playing drums, seeing live music, and
hanging with her cat. Buddy Zoom.
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4 | President’s Letter 22
President and CEQ Dave
Hartvigsen shares the story of
Adventures on the Gorge.
24

6 | Editor’s Letter
Editor Nikki Bowman invites folks
to explore the New River Gorge.

17 | No Average Work Trip

Your next corporate retreat could be
out of this world with a trip to this
adventure resort.

20 . Climbing the New
Rock climb with the pros
overlooking the New River.
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80 | Meet the Grillmaster

John Holstine is dedicated o
making the very best ribs.
82 | Hometown Brew
Bridge Brew Works makes craft beer
vwizh love in Fayetteville.

84 | Hunting the Unreal

Photographer Randall Sanger
captures remarkable photos across
the New River Gorge.

88  Beyond a Field Trip
Young school groups look forward to
adventures in Lansing,

90 ' College Groups

White water rafting and other
adventures are a perfect fit for the
college-age crowd.

92 | Brief Interviews with
Amazing Guides

Follow these guides to bike, fish, and
raft the New River Gorge.

Guide to the Gorge
Make the Canyon Rim Visitor
Center one of your first stops.

94

The SUP Race
Don'’t miss thz exciting Stand Up
Paddleboard race in September.

The Biggest Day

of the Year

Bridge Day draws thousands of
spectators and participants from
all over the world each October.

Family Trips

One family across several generations
of relatives bonds over white water
rafting, hiking, and more in Fayette
County.

On the

Cover
Fred Wolfe

Alvrml frrrs

spends as much
time as he can
hiking the region
to get beautiful photographs like this one
of the New River Gorge Bridge, one of the
state’s most photographed icons.

New River Cleanup
Volunteers show their love for the
New River with annual cleanups.
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ind ont what you've heen missing at Adventures on the Gorge, from
¢ unforgettable expeditions to exliilaraling quests with friends new and old.
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DISCOVER AOTG'S BEST INSTAGRAMS

Grammin’ on the Gorge

Share your adventures with the world. Follow the resort on Instagram
at @OnTheGorge and tag #adventuresonthegorge.
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i BraxtonWV BraxtonCountyCVB Ki

BRAWTON

Center yourself here'

BRAXTONWV.ORG 304.765.6533

1 Audrina Lanler
rappels down
the Endless Wall.

2 Naomi Petrinovic
relaxes between
rapids on the Lower
New River.

3 Grover Tadlock
soars high above
the trees on
Gravity Zip Lines.

4 Angela Leonard|
hangs outina
hammaock on the
edge of the New
River Gorge.

5 Linsey McCollam
takes in the
scenery with a
smile on Gravity
Zip Lines.

& Brianna Hill

i tues, We're less than 1 hour
organ Napolillo

and rend e from New River Gorge!

Long Point Trail,

just outside of ~ i i i
Faystteville. Caté Cimino Country Inn

8 Grover Tadlock 877.924 6466 -

takes a moment

to float.
9 Ariel Treadway Days Hotel

tests her harness on 866.700.7284

Gravity Zip Lines.

Microtel Inn and Suites
304.364.6100

VISITAOTG.CcOM 13




ISCOVER nmm.zsm-rs
From 1987 1o 1991 more

= than 30 PEREGRINE
I n s o u FALCONS were releaseq
at the Endless Wall within the New
wOn ’ t s e e River Gorge. Another

release program was
conducted from 2001
Even the locals might be surprised.

10 2008 when 122
falcons were released
from the Endless

Wall and Grandview
areas of the park.

For several years
falcons have been
successfully nesting
under the New River
Gorge Bridge.

smpiied 7y JORDAN CARTER

WILD BLUE

ADVENTURES

offers biplane
ddes in fully restorec
and museum-qual-
ity World War Il
airplanes. Straight-
and-level sighiseeing
tours of the New River
Gorge are offered
as well as aerobatic
thrill rides complete
with barrel rolls and
S-turns.

Abandoned

mine portals

Tracing hack
to West Virginia's long
and continued history
of coal mining are
now home to SEVEN
SPECIES OF BATS.
Furry friends like the

The New iittle brown bat, tre
. River eastern small-footed
Gorge bat, and the Virginia

is HOME TO big-eared bat hiber-
MORE THAN nate in these mines.

1,400 SPECIES OF PLANTS.

It has the most diverse flora of
any river gorge in southern or
central Appalachia. More species

of plants thrive here than at THE NEW RIVER is
Yellowstone National Park. one of the oldest rivers
in the world.
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Know Before

You Go

Memorize these safety tips
before you explore.

WHETHER YOU'RE GOING OUT TO LONG POINT or sleeping under the stars, make sure
you're prepared with these must-know tips to stay safe and comfortable during your adventure,

all while preserving your surroundings.

HIKING

Avold hlking alene. Use the “buddy system”
and, if traveling with a group, never stray.

Pick a well-traveled and well-marked trall
Pay attention to your surroundings. This
includes landmarks.

Tell someone where you are golng and
when you should return.

Layer for the weather and the season.
Wear bright colors. Carry quality rain gear.
Avoid wearing dangling jewelry.

Carry a whistle. Three short biasts indicate
a call of distress.

Carry plenty of drinking water. Never
assume stream water is safe to drink.

If you are carrying a backpack, pack it with
the heaviest things in the middle, closest to
your back. Put the lighter things at the top
and bottom.

Bring something to collect any garbage
you may generate. Do not [itter.

“Leave No Trace.”

Keep an AOTG contact number
(855.255.1230) handy in case of
emergency.

CAMPING

Bring a pair of socks for every day you
are camping, plus two extra pairs.

Put everything intc waterproof bags.
Bring a palir of lightweight creek-
crossing shoes.

At night, have anything scented
(including your food) packed away so
animals can't get to it. Be sure 1o stow
your garbage, as well. Garbage attracts
raccoons, bears, etc.

Don’t wear any perfume or deodorant
with a scent—it will attract bugs.

Don’t bring a pillow. Instead, stuff one
of your smaller waterproof bags with your
clothes and use that as a pillow.

Bring plenty of water to stay hydrated.

WHAT TO PACK ON YOUR BACK

sunglasses

hiking boots

pocket
knife

e~

LA
_ 3%
o0
‘ ®
s “
watch
i
water bug repellant

lip balm convertible

first-ald kit

flashlight

Good
One!

One raft guide has
more than a few funny
jokes up his life jacket.

DOUG LUDWIG LIKES TO LAUGH.
The white water rafting guide wants
guests at Adventures on the Gorge to
laugh, too, and he’s good at getting
them to crack smiles. Before each trip
down the river, he likes to tell a few silly
one-liners to loosen up the crowd. “You
have to remind people that they’re here
to have a good time,” he says. “The idea
1s to laugh today.”

What do you
call araft
guide without
a girlfriend?

Honeless

Where do
ou hide
20 from a

raft guide?

in a bar of soap.

What’s the
difference
between a
raft guide
and a large
pizza?

A iarge pizza
can feed a family.

VISITAOTG.COM 15



DISCOVER 5 THINGS TO IRY

||
Waest Virginla Ramp Blscult Mix by Brown’s
Creatlons In Clay If vou visit West Virginleg, you

have to try ramps, the steta's Swn wils-growing

d w _ garlic-like herb. Brown's mix
an on er u & neludes witd-harvested,
hand-dried ramps and
real raw sugar and is best
Alot of specialty foods are made right B oo
here in West Virginia—from creamy
chocolates to artisanal salt to aromatic

mix also makes a great pizza
crust. Prepare encugh batter
ramp creations. Here are just a few you
can find in or around Fayetteville.

to spread in a greased nine-
inch iron cast-iron skillet, add
your favorite pizza toppings,
and bake for about 20 min-
utes. $6.99 for a 12-ounce
cag. Wy Marketplace, Casitol
iariet, 800 mith Straar,

Charleston, 304.720.2244

Pepperonl Rolis by
Wiid Flour Bakery if
yauJ want a taste of
Westvirginie s cfficial
stets fooo In Feyatie-
vile, \go% ro furthar
than Wild Flour Bakesy.
Srat g roliin ans of
two flavars—white pep-
Qeront rolls, with sticed
pepperoni and cheese,
or pizza pepperoni rolls,
with pepperoni, cheese,
and fresh sauce. $3
each or $1.50fora

Averue, Faystissis,

304.574.0001

Milk Chocolate Almond
Bark from Holl's Swiss
Chocoiatler This \Wsst
Virginig-gaon Loccoigtien
draws inspiration from

Sweet Onlon Peach Saisa from Swiss tradition, making

:::eg:"gn: Ir:i:taiI::l:;;i: E‘_op hand-crafted chocolates in
Il batche: h,
at the Blue Smoke Salsa shop sma s from fres

high-quality ingredients. Try
the Milk Chocolate Almond
Bark, made with real Swiss
chocolate and toasted
vanilla-sugar almonds. $10
for an 8-ounce bag. Holl's
Swiss Chocolatier, Capitol
Market, 800 Smith Street,
Charleston, 800.842.4512

in Ansted, just 15 miles from
Fayetteville, where you'll find all
natural kettle-cookad salsas,
savory jellies, and tangy ssuces
in unigue flavars. The Sweet On-
ion Peach sgiss is & spicy, smoky
delight, infused with a Touch

of fresh pesches. $5.85 fore
12-ounce Jar. Biue Smoke Salsa,
113 East Main Street, Ansted,
304.658.3800

Artisanal Salt from J.Q. Dickinson Salt-
Works Harvasted from an gncient brine aguifar,
1.3, Dickinson Sait-Works salt is purs white with
a3 distinctive crunch. It paivs well with almest
anything. Try it on fresh baked bread, salted
caramel, or a crisp romaine salad. $4.95 for

a 1-ounce Jar or $8.95 for a 3.5-ounce jar.
Eggplant, 1011 Bridge Road, Charleston,
304.346.3525
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No Avera

IMAGINE GOING WHITE WATER raft-
ing with your co-workers and not knowing
how to swim. That’s the kind of fear some
employees of Ascend Performance Materi-
als overcome during their annual retreat at
Adventures on the Gorge.

“We've had people out on the river who
didn’t know how to swim, but their fellow
co-workers got them through their anxiety.
They feel really proud of themselves, espe-
cially if they are hesitant or nervous about
going white water rafting, It proves to them
that they can overcome fear and working as a
team is the way to go,” says Monica Jackson,
Ascend Performance Materials communica-
tions and external relations specialist.

ge
Work Trip

Creative thinking and team build-
ing thrive at this rural retreat.

The exhilarating expe-
riences of rushing rapids
and zip-lining through
the trees are some of the
thrilling activities that
keep Ascend coming back
to Adventures on the
Gorge and West Virginia
for its three-day retreat
year after year. “Zip-lining
allows our team members
to address their fears and trust that the safety
systems will protect them,” says Ascend Per-
formance Materials Projects Lead Chris John-
son. “We also learn how to trust each other
more through the white water rafting because
you have to work together to accomplish the
goal of not flipping your raft.” Adventures on
the Gorge also provides a video of the rafting
trip—a great way for the group to relive the
adrenaline-filled experience.

Since 2009 the chemicals and plastics com-
pany in Houston, Texas, has held its recognition
event at Adventures on the Gorge to celebrate
outstanding tearn and individual contribu-
tions. “It is so much more than a typical hotel
retreat. The guests love being in a working

ABOVE This Texas
group has been

traveling to Adven-
tures on the Gorge
to soar through the

environment surrounded by
nature,” says Adventures on
the Gorge Catering Manager
Jessica Campbell.

Chris was among the first trees as part of its

retreat for years.

group of Ascend employees
to attend the retreat in 2009. “The scenery and
surroundings are very calming. Compared to
the hectic pace of my normal life, I am able
to slow down and focus more intently on the
brainstorming exercises. Adventures on the
Gorge has great staff and facilities, incredibie
activities, delicious food, and it’s the perfect
setting to accomplish great things,” he says.
When guests on a corporate retreat arrive at
the adventure resort, Adventures on the Gorge
staff arrange a meet-and-greet with heavy appe-
tizers on the deck overlooking the New River
Gorge, often against the backdrop of a beautiful
sunset. Guests are accommodated in large, cozy,
well-furnished cabins. The next day’s meals and
morning meetings take place at Smokey’s on
the Gorge, a timber frame restaurant perched
on the rim of the gorge. Then guests go on an
afternoon excursion with aerial adventures like
zip-lining. Cocktails, appetizers, and dinner at
Smokey’s await them afterward. The following

VISITAOTG.COM 17
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CORPORATE RETREATS
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day’s breakfast, lunch, and morning meetings
cecur again at Smokey's, followsd by white
water rafting on the Lower New River.

The secluded setting gives guests an escape
from their daily lives. “I love being away from
it all and the great outdoors, back-to-nature
feel about Adventuras on the Gorge,” Monica
says. She says the serene environment encour-
ages creativity and thinking outside the box
during a corporate retreat. “It feels different
being surrounded by beautiful nature instead
of concrete highways or high rises. Our team
members are happy to be there, feel special
and cared for, so they really get into the exer-
cises that the presenters take them through.
This allows them to think freely and feel
inspired,” she says.

Though the retreat is largely about having
fun and taking risks, productive meetings and
valuable networking with employees from
other Ascend sites also take place. “Even
though I had been an employee with Ascend
for over 10 years, this was my first interaction
with people from other sites. It was invigorat-
ing to interact with bright people and realize
their great ideas could be brought back with
me to our Texas facility,” Chris says. Ascend’s

18 EXPLORE - 2015

planning group has specific goals to meet at
its retreat, but more importantly, the group
wants team members to feel a sense of recog-
nition, achievement, and value. “This event
is intended to celebrate their contributions,
and by holding the meeting in such 2 unique
and beautiful venue, I believe we accomplish
that,” Monica says.

For most of the guests, it’s their first time
experiencing the breathtaking beauty of the
New River Gorge. “Typically it’s the first
time our employees have ever been to West
Virginia,” Monica says. “They almost always

ABOVE Groups like the one
from Ascend Performance
Materials, aut of Texes,
love having their corporate
retreats 21 Adventures on
the Gorge. The groups grow
as teams as they suit uo for
activities like zip-lining.



walk away saying how they were blown away
by the location and would love to bring their
families back.” The spectacular views are
memorable for all who attend. “The coun-
tryside is beautiful and peaceful,” says Chris,
who had never been to the Mountain State
before the work trips in Fayette County, “I
enjoy sitting in the evenings and looking out
over the gorge.”

Ascend's retreats vary year to year, as Jessica
always has something new up her sleeve to
plan. An outdoor pool and deck area allows
groups to hold team-building activities, play

games outside, or have dinner poolside while
looking out over the New River Gorge. Jessica
loves working with groups like Ascend Per-
formance Materzals. “I love their excitement.
Usually the guests don’t know each other since
they come from all over the country;” she says.
“It’s great to see them appreciate West Virginia
and form bonds with their co-workers that will
last a lifetime after the experiences they share
on this retreat.”

writtfen by DANIELLE CONAWAY

Pphotos courtesy of ASCEND
PERFORMANCE MATERIALS

AERIAL
ADVENTURES

Soar through the trees or
walk high in the sky with
ane of these options at

Advenitures on the Gorge.

TREETOPS CANOPY TOUR
599/person
Must be at least 10 yaars old
rear-rogng

GRAVITY ZIP LINES
5109/person

Must beat | 12 vears ol

TIMBERTREK AERIAL PARK
Two hours, 559/person
Musst be at least 7 years old
Aoril - Novemiber

MoonTrek
Two hours, $49/person
Must be at least 7 years old

BRIDGEWALK
S69/person
Must ba 5t laast 10 vaars old
Yaarround

855.255.1230

visitaotg.com
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DISCOVER ROCK CLIMBING

West Virginia boasts
world-class climbing in
the New River Gorge.

IT'S ONE OF THOSE THINGS you'll have
to see for yourself. Climbing the sheer verti-
cal cliffs of the New River Gorge, hundreds
of feet above ground, the trees below you are
nothing but hedges. The sky above you a vast
ocean. Only a rope, expertly knotted and
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rigged, holds you secure in limbo. “People
talk about the New and say it’s a good climb-
ing destination, but you don't realize it until
you get there,” says Nick Rothenbush, a guide
with Adventures on the Gorge. “For a lot of
people out West and in other places in the
country, there are so many other good places
that West Virginia might not be at the top
of the list. But once you go, you realize how
great the climbing is.”

Originally from Indiana, Nick had been
rock climbing for a year before he headed
to West Virginia to experience the New
River Gorge and its ancient rock walls. He’d
already been to storied climbing destinations
like Moab, Utah, and Yosemite National
Park. “I had 2 base to compare the New to

once I went there,” he says. “T'd still put the
New River Gorge up there as some of the
best single-pitch rock climbing I've ever
seen.” Single-pitch refers to routes that can
be climbed with one 60~ to 70-meter rope,
including ascent and descent. Multi-pitch
courses require more thread. “The New cliffs
are around 100 feet so you're usually good
with one rope,” Nick says. The guide recently
came home from a climbing trip in Patago-
nia, Chile, and plans to return to Adventures
on the Gorge for a fourth season, where he’ll
guide hundreds of climbers and inexperi-
enced families along what is some of the best
rock this side of the Mississippi.

The New River Gorge became a popular
climbing destination in the mid-1990s when



Climbers scaie The
Pinnacle in the New
River Gorge during
a visit to Adventures
on the Gorge in
Fayette County.

climbing went mainstream,
according to Jim Taylor, a
33-year climbing veteran
and the adventure resort’s
activities manager. “I first
came to the New River in 1987 and there were
very few climbers. Most of the area was unde-
veloped,” he says. After the New River Gorge
was featured in popular adventure magazines,
curious climbers began to trickle in. “The New
is famous for steep, hard routes on high-quality
sandstone,” Jim says. “It offers a vast array of
routes of every level and can accommodate a
large number of people without ever feeling
crowded. The cliffs are located at the top of the
gotge s0 you can expect panoramic views of the
river below.” On busy weekends around 500

climbers stretch their limbs on cliffs along the
New River and surrounding areas these days.

“A common misconception of climbing
is that it’s all about how many pull-ups you
can do. But it’s like climbing 2 ladder. It’s all
footwork,” Nick says. “The New has a lot of
variety in the sense that it’s a dead vertical and
the holds require you to use a lot of footwork.”
He describes it as a benchmark of sorts. With
the technical abilities required to climb the
New River Gorge, if you do well there, you'll
do well anywhere.

But you don’t have fo start off good at
anything, “A majority of what we see at
Adventures on the Gorge is families who
don’t have a lot of experience, if any at all,”
Nick says. “Adventures on the Gorge is more
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ROCK
CLIMBING

DATES
May 1 - Ootober 31

AGES
Must be at leas| 8 years old

PRICING
$119/person for full day
579/ person for half-day

855.255.1230

visitaotg.com

o

S FE r i i i i ra s fas s rdsssss,

set up for guiding. We don’t do a whole lot
of teaching—we just take them out for a fun
day of rock climbing.” With everything from
verticals to low angular walls, the New River
Gorge can accommodate nearly any style a
climber could wish to try or improve. “It’s all
sandstone, which is the hardest in the world.
The rock is very solid, and when you're put-
ting gear into 2 wall you have the confidence
that the gear will hold,” Nick says.
Experienced or not, climbers typically hang
out around the top of the gorge on the sand-
stone belt hundreds of feet up. “You start in
the trees. It’s a very cool vibe—lots of biodi-
versity with a jungle-y feel,” Nick says. “You
start climbing on this clean, perfect sandstone.
When you get above the trees you look out
with this incredible view of the entire gorge.”
Climbers can socialize with other climbers at
the more popular and easily accessible areas or,
if youre willing to walk, you can find solitude.
“You can definitely escape the crowds if that’s
something you're looking to do,” Nick says.
“As far as the climbing goes, people are usually
pretty psyched. You can always tell people how
great the New River Gorge is, but you can see it
on their faces when they realize how good it is.”

writfen by KATIE GRIFFITH
photos courtesy of ADVENTURES ON THE GORGE

VISITAOTG.COM 21



ISCOVER STAND UF PADDLEBOARDING

The SUP
Race

Stand up paddleboarding
exemplifies the wild and
wonderful people and
outdoors in the New
River Gorge.

THE BOUNCE OF WATER beneath your board,
the crowd gachered on the shoreline rooting you
on, the colossal bridge overhead—this is how it
feels to participate in the SUP (Stand Up Paddle-
board) Race. In the New River Gorge, this event
is 2 day of both adventure and camaraderie.

“I started this race to get people involved with
the sport,” says Melanie Seiler, the race’s founder
and lead organizer. Melanie has been the sole
director of the race, which takes place the third
week in September each year, for five years. She
hopes to spread awareness of her favorite sport
and get a community of paddleboarders together
to essentially surf and enjoy the gorge.

The all-day event includes demonstrations for
beginners, multiple races, professional photography
and videography, an emcee playing upbeat music,
and delicious local food. “On the morning of the
race you have to drive down to Fayette Station,
which is a big rapid at the base of the bridge at the
bottom of the gorge. The drive down is gorgeous
and you really get a sense for the immensity of the
place,” says Ian Smith, last year’s winnex.

In 2014 the competition had more than 30
racers. People travel from all over the country to
attend, from the Carolinas and Florida to Califor-
nia and Colorado. “This is an event for all levels
of boarders. We want people to learn about this
sport and want to try it,” Melanie says.

Paddleboarding can be a sport for all ages.
For beginners, Ian and Melanie suggest starting
with a friend to motivate you, then getting
professional instruction to assure proper safety
and technique. Ian also owns his own stand up
paddleboard company, SurfSUP Adventures,
and has taught people from age 7 to 78.

On race day, two competitions take place.
The first is an attainment race—paddleboarders
paddle upstream against the current, through
one rapid, and then back to the beach. The
second is the downriver race, where participants

paddle through a few rapids and go through
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More than 30 racers
compete in the 2014
downriver race, and going
through the raplds is a fun
challenge each year. This
year's Stand Up Paddle-
board Race will take place
in September and be tons
of fun for all ages.

Fayette Station. The
races are separated by
gender, and the win-
ner is determined by
adding the scores of
both races. “Everyone
congregates on a little
beachy spot on the riverbank where Melanie
always has a crew of amazing partners doing
paddle lessons and demos and helping people
out with gear,” Ian says.

Organizers say the crowd for the SUP
Race is wild, Gauley Festival in nearby Sum-
mersville also takes place this weekend, so
the area is packed with white water fanatics.
“You feel like you're really a part of some-
thing. You get to see how large the commu-
nity really 1s,” Ian says.

Tan says the race stands out because it
represents the West Virginia way of life. “After
the race you are shuttled back to your car via
a classic New River Gorge shuttle bus over
crazy roads that twist and turn as much as the
river does. I you've never been on a rafting
trip shuttle bus, this is the chance to come sce
what it’s all about,” he says. “You won't find a
better atmosphere than the bus ride back after
the race. Melanie does an amazing job keeping
this event authentic, so people from all over the
country can see how amazing West Virginia is.”

When all is said and done, participants
enjoy an epic after-party, including dinner
from Adventures on the Gorge while videos
from the day play. Last year’s grand prize
was a handcrafted paddleboard trophy and
West Virginia moonshine. Runners-up also
get exciting prizes, from cabin rentals and gift
certificates to paddleboarding gear. For the
first three years, proceeds went to the local
American Red Cross, but beginning last year,
the funds went even closer to home. “When
one of our raft guides, Brian Jennings, passed
away from cancer, we decided to donate the
money to his high school alma mater’s out-
door club,” Melanie says. “It’s a small club just
getting started, This is something Brian would

love that is donated in his remembrance”

SOOI
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writfen by TESSA BONNSTETTER
photos courtesy of ADVENTURES ON THE GORGE
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BISCOVER BRIDGE DAY

The
Biggest
Day of
the Year

The annual Bridge Day

celebration in Fayetteville

draws thousands for one
of the biggest events in
the state.

STATELY AND PICTURESQUE, the New
River Gorge Bridge just outside Fayetteville
is one of the most recognizable landmarks in
all 24,000 square miles of West Virginia. The

steel arch bridge stretches more than 3,000 feet

over the New River. Its arch alone is 1,700 feet
long. A feat of engineering, the bridge carries
thousands of cars, trucks, and tractor-trailers
across the New River Gorge each day, turn-
ing what was once a 45-minute journey into a
45-second afterthought.

But once a year all traffic stops. The bridge

is closed, its traffic rerouted. Visitors from near

and far swarm its rust-colored trusses, some

taking walks along its length, others zip-lining

from apex to foot. Still others jump. One after
another, men and women dive headlong into
the air. Split seconds after their feet clear the
bridge, the free-fallers are yanked back up by
the pull of unfettered parachutes, cheered on
by spectators along the bridge and within the
gorge. It’s the annual Bridge Day celebration,
and it’s the biggest event in town.

“When you go on to the bridge for the first
time and look over, it’s stunning,” says Sally
Kiner, executive director of the Fayetteville
Convention & Visitors Bureau. Three-hundred-
and-sixty-degree views from 876 feet in the air
show off the New River Gorge in its unspoiled
glory. “On a bright sunny day in late October—
that's when the leaves are just perfect.”

Bridge Day takes place every third Saturday
of October to commemorate the 1977 comple-
tion of the bridge construction, “It wzs formed
by state statute. It’s not a normal festival,” says
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Sharon Cruikshank, an organizer with the Fay-
ette County Chamber of Commerce. “Bridge
Day is on a federal highway, the main connector
for two interstates. They felt that if they created
it through the state Legislature, it would always
be protected.”

One of the world’s largest extreme sport-
ing events, Bridge Day is the only day of the
year one of the world’s longest single arch
bridges is closed for people to walk, let alone
BASE jump. Bridge Day shuts down all
four lanes of U.S. Route 19, The festival is,
officially, only six hours long, but the bridge
is closed from 7 a.m. to 5 p.m. to prepare for

and then clean up after the event. “During
that time you're detouring tractor-trailer traf-
fic, commerce, and normal people,” Sharon
says. “It does cause issues for people taking
the detour, but it's much quicker than it used
to be.” After more than 30 years, the process
has been streamlined. More than 20 in-house
Bridge Day volunteers are assisted by Boy
Scouts, state police, sheriff’s deputies, the
National Park Service, and the Department
of Highways, all to make sure that the event’s
organized pandemonium runs smoothly.
“When Bridge Day first started there were
no BASE jumpers. There were no rappellers.



People came to walk on the bridge and enjoy
the fall weather,” Sally says. Now celebrating its
36th year, what started with a couple thousand
people enjoying leisurely walks along the bridge

has turned inte an event for more than 100,000.

“In the late 19805 the crowds started
increasing,” says Benjy Simpson, the 25-year
coordinator for the Bridge Day rappel. In the
mid-1990s, he says, the event saw its largest
attendance, with the National Park Service esti-
mating crowds of more than 200,000. “They’d
close off the road at a stoplight 2 mile-and-a-
half from the bridge and people would have
to walk from there. Cars would be lined up

another three to four miles on Route 19 in both
directions.” The numbers have dropped a little

since then, but there’s no shortage of spectators

and participants, and the Bridge Day events are
only getting more extravagant.

“Last year there were more than 400
BASE jumpers and we had more than 300
rappellers,” Benjy says. Adventurers came
from all around the world to get a taste of
the action, qualifications in hand. They don’t
let just anyone catapult themselves from the
bridge. Still, 2014 saw the most rappels the
event has ever seen. “T've dropped from the
bridge, I'm an adventure guy, but I get a great

LEFT Bridge Day attracts
thousands to the New
River Gorge every third
Saturday of October,

deal of satisfaction secing some-
one come here,” Benjy says. “It’s a
little scary, when you start sliding
down a rope 850 feet above the
water. It can be frightening. Then
you see their eyes light up and you
see the smile creeping in. It’s the
satisfaction of knowing people
are doing something very, very
unique. I've climbed in a number
of places and to rappel off this
bridge is something special.”
Vendors and activities for
spectators also continue to multiply.
Those who aren't rappelling or
BASE jumping can take an inter-
active walking tour of the structure
or ride the Highline, a 700-foot zip
line anchored at the bridge catwalk
and stretching into the gorge below
for one day only. Others choose to
raft the river underneath or hike
a trail to watch the activities from
another angle. Fayetteville has
jumped onto the excitement with
the annual Bridge Day Chili Cook-
off, which takes place after the
bridge activities, while the popular
restaurant Smokey’s on the Gorge
hosts the Taste of Bridge Day, an
annual sampling of area restaurants,
For 2015 Bridge Day planners
have called in the All Veteran
Group, a group of retired veter-
ans, to show off their parachuting
skills. They’re taking a 1,400-foot American
flag and jumping out of Whiskey 7, 2 World
War II military plane that carried American
troops to the D-Day invasion of Normandy,
France. A concert is also in the works,
“Bridge Day is a one-day event, primarily, but
a number of people come in earlier for other
activities like white water rafting, Adventure
on the Gorge’s zip lines, hiking, and moun-
tain biking,” Benjy says. “People come to
make it more of a destination rather than just
a one-day trip.”
writfen by KATIE GRIFFITH
photes courtesy of OFFICIAL BRIDGE DAY
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New River Getaway

Fording rivers, facing fears, and finding new
adventures, this urban family goes wild and
loves it at Adventures on the Gorge.

DARYL SHERMAN, :z retired teacher znd
self-preclaimed urbanite, never thought she'd
be inclined o buckle herselfinto 2 1i
cimb into a raft, and venrure headfirst into
a foaming, writhing white water river. “I'm
55 zad T'm not a water person. I can swirm,
Sut [ don't know that if | had 1o save anyons
could do 1t)” she sayvs. But in June of 2014

s ey +
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she tock the plunge. “All my great-nisces and
nephevs were yalling, ‘Come on, Aunty.’ So
Iseid, CK.Tmir.”

With her 70-yezs-clid sister and 4 gaggle
of family mambers beside her,
deep into her courage, and the cool waters of
ths Nev River, and surfzead 2 new woman—
soaking wet, white knuckled, but loving every

st dove

LEFT The Shermans,
Kirks, Greens, Reeds,
and Gordons get to-
gathar for 2 big family
rsunicn 21 ALLEMLIES

on the Gorge.

minute. “In my heart
of hearts, I was scared
to death. But we had
a great guide. He just
allayed all my fears.
Each time we took a
turn he would say what
I had to do. After the
first dip and I saw all
this water coming over
me ] thought we were
going down, but then
we came right back up
and it was like, ‘OK.
This isn’t so bad.” After
about the third turn I
was a pro. [ was scared
to death, but in the end
it was wonderful. ”
That was day two of
what became known as
The West Virginia Fam-
ily Vacation, a weeklong
excursion into the New
Rivar Gorge made by
more than 20 members
of several imterconnectad
families—among them
+he Kirks, Sharmans,
Greens, Reeds, and Gor-
dons. Thislarge amily
hes irs roots in Califor-
nia, Daryl says, where she raisec her children.
Bur like many familial clans, they dispersed
cver the vears, chasing careers and starting fam-
ilies. They now live all sver the 2ast and west
ceasts, “My- family is very close. There are about
2% of us within my immediacte family when you
count siblings and children: and husbands,” says
Danielle Kirk, the mutually appointed family
gvent cocrdinator, “We usuaily spend holidays
together. And the Thanksgiving pefore the
gorge tip we were talking abour how we hadn't
reslly dene a big family vecarion fike this. We're
nermally passive, We lie arcund, e cock, orwe

o siobraeins localls”
go sightseeing ocally:

Inspired to try something a lrtle more
hands-on, Danielle and her family found

WHITE WATE I PHOTOGHAPHY



“We usually spend
holidays together.
And the Thanksgiving
before the gorge trip
we were talking about
how we hadn’t really
done a big family
vacation like this.”
DAHIELLE KIRK

themselves hooked on the idea of an adventure
at New River Gorge. With her family’s bless-
ing, via their regular Skype, mass texts, mass
emails, and phone calls, Danielle switched to
planning mede. “I did a lot of research and
investigated our options and came up with my
own notion of what an ideal package would

be for our family.” It was a challenge, Danielle

admits. “We wanted to have an adventure, but
we are not a ‘rough it’ family. We didn’t want
to camp and cook beans. My mother needed a
shower and a bathroom. My father wanted air
conditioning. My sisters wanted beds.”

Danielle reached out to Shauna King,
senior reservationist at Adventures on the
Gorge, and the two planned the perfect
getaway, a package that would include
deluxe vacation home rentals—one at the
5,000-square-foot Lynn’s Pond House and one
at the four-bedroom Falcon Ridge home—and
activities like massages, a hike, trust exercises,
and a four-acre woodland ropes course called
the TimberTrek Aerial Adventure Park. “We
had such a broad range of ages (12 to 70) and
experience levels. We wanted to have a lot to
do but nothing that would be too stressful. I
looked at every single physical activity, then
iy family had to vote on the activities, and
then we came up with a final list”

On that list were family favorites like
dining in town at places like Secret Sandwich
Society in Fayetteville, family cook-offs,

movie nights, singing, and playing games
at the house as well as a few out-of-the-
box activities meant to get the adrenaline
pumping. “We hiked and looked out over the
gorge. We tried local foods. We did group
exercises on working together and trusting
each other. We even did paintballing in the
woods. I ended up being like General Patton
and my sister and her husband turned out to
be the best sharpshooters,” Danielle says.
Large though the family may be, they agree
on one thing. “At the end of the day it was
one of the best experiences we've ever had
as a family. It doesn’t take much to entertain
us, but the services were so amazing. We met
s0 many amazing people who worked there—
from our hiking guide to our rafting guide to
Shauna,” Danielle says. “The activities we did
brought us a new perspective on one another.
We were exhausted by the time we left, but it
was a fantastic experience.”

written by MIKENNA PIEROTTI
photegraphed by WHITEWATER PHOTOGRAPHY

GRAB A PADDLE

No matter your experience level, find a white water trip for yol.

EXCITING
Rapid Riun

EASY

Upper New Rivar
Summer, Ages 6+
$94-$144 584-5119
Upper New Overnipht
Summer, Agas G+
5279-5329

Afes 12+
$94-5144

Giade Creak Canyon
Summer, Ages 8+

$99-129

Apes 12+
5169-219

Family Lower New
Summef, Agas S
594-51434

Sprng & Summer, Ages 12+

Upper/Lower Two Day

EXTREME

Lower Gauley River
Fall

Apps 14+
£109-5184

Lower New River

Spring/Summer
Gauley
Summer

Ages 15+

5$109-5159

Lower New Ovemight
Sgring & Summer, Ages 12

5279-5329

EXPERTY

Uppar Gauley River
Fall, Apes 15+
5109-5184

Gaulay Overnight
Fall, Ages 15+

5319-5369

Gauley Marathon
Fall, Apss 16+
5129-5229

Dauble Upper Gauley

Fall, Ages 16+
5139-5239

855.255.1230, visitaote.com

A VI i T T rrr oy rrrrry T T N NIl IO ool PP,

VISITAOTG.COM 27



DISCOVER

I :r,} "

Loving the New

Locals pull on their boots and gloves and give
back to the river that gives them so much.

RIVERS ACCUMULATE TRASH. It's their

lot, on the planet, to carry things downstream.

But 2 beloved river is cleaned up in turn by
thiose whio appreciare ir and, by that measure,
the New River gets lots of love.

“This river sustains so much life in its 250
miles—people use it for drinking water and
irrigation and recreation,” says Adventures
on the Gorge raft guide Kerren Hall. “High
water washes all this garbage downstream
and it collects in the eddies and up in the
wood piles. We're responsible to be the stew-
ards—to clean that up.”
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In the 1990s, when as many as a couple
dozen outfitters and rafting companies plied
the New River, each of them maintained a
different section of the river, Kerren says.

But several years ago, the survivors of the last
decade’s consolidations decided they'd band
together to deep clean a single section after
the high waters recede each spring. “It’s all
the outfitters and their organization, the West
Virginia Professional River Qutfitters, along
with the National Park Service and the water-
shed groups—Plateau Action Network here
and New River Conservancy from Virginia

and North Carolina. They all team up on one
day and bring as many rafts and volunteers as
they can,” she says. Volunteers wear river shoes
and heavy gloves, and the park service pro-
vides dumpsters—and that can be a significant
contribution. “Last year there were a bunch of
femnale raft guides on a raft. They had these
tools New River Conservancy brings, made
of rebar with a tee on the top.” she says. “Say
vou're in weist-deep water and can’t feel where
tires are. You take that thing and shove it in,
hook a tire, and pull it up—this is really hard
work. Those girls pulled out 50 tires and piled
them on one 16-foot raft. Everybody was filthy
dirty but just laughing, There were over 100
tires pulled out of that one eddy that day.”
That annual cleanup goes a long way toward
keeping trash levels in check. But a river as big
as the New needs all the love it can get and, in
early 2011, Kerren, along with her roommate,
was inspired to do more. Hiking at a favorite



spoft, they came across a scene that shocked
them. “There’s a trail that goes to the base of
Hawks Nest dam. It’s all solid rock from being
scoured, with huge boulders on it, and climb-
ers and fishermen go down there. It’s utterly
beautiful—you're looking up at Lovers’ Leap
and the Hawks Nest cliff up above the dam,”
she says. “But the water that year had gotten
s0 high, all the plastic pop bottles had washed
over the dam and were literally two feet deep
all along the shore.”

The friends felt motivated to
organize a trash cleanup. They
applied to be part of the West Vir-
ginia Department of Environmental
Protection’s annual Make It Shine
event that provides gloves, bags, and
disposal for volunteers every April
at sanctioned cleanups statewide.
“Brookfield Power, which owns the
dam, paid for food for the 60-plus
volunteers who came out,” Kerren
says. “The morning of the cleanup,
the river was at 45,000 (cubic feet
per second)—really high—and the
power company’s engineer wasn't
sure we could do it. But the garbage
was piled even higher th