
TABLE OF CONTENTS

Jim Justice, Governor 
State of West Virginia

Stephen McDaniel, Director 
Division of Natural Resources

Paul Johansen, Chief 
Wildlife Resources

Col. Jerry B. Jenkins, Chief 
Law Enforcement Section

Commissioners
Jeffrey S. Bowers − Sugar Grove

Gregory K. Burnette − Elkview

Byron K. Chambers − Romney

Peter L. Cuffaro − Wheeling

Thomas O. Dotson − White Sulphur Springs

David M. Milne − Bruceton Mills

Kenny R. Wilson − Chapmanville

Statement of Policy Relative to 
Public Use of Facilities 
It is the policy of the Division of Natural Resources 
to provide its facilities, accommodations, 
services and programs to all persons. Complaints 
should be mailed to: Director, Division of Natural 
Resources, 324 Fourth Avenue, Room 341, South 
Charleston, WV 25303, or to the Office of Human 
Resources, U.S. Department of the Interior, Fish 
and Wildlife Service, Hadley, MA 01035-9589. 
The Division of Natural Resources is an equal 
opportunity employer.

Hunting and Trapping Seasons, Dates and Limits............................. 2

General Hunting and Trapping Regulations................................... 3-9
Hunter Education Requirement..........................................................................................7
Reporting Natural Resources Law Violations.....................................................................8

Public Meetings........................................................................... 10

Deer Hunting Regulations........................................................ 10-33
White-tailed Deer Hunting Seasons Tables...................................................................... 14
Antlerless Season...............................................................................................................19
Sunrise/Sunset Chart.........................................................................................................20
Archery and Crossbow Seasons........................................................................................ 26
Buck Firearms Season........................................................................................................28
Muzzleloader Season.........................................................................................................30
Special Split Youth, Class Q/QQ and Class XS Antlerless Season....................................32
Chronic Wasting Disease – Questions and Answers........................................................33

Youth Hunting Seasons................................................................ 32

Mountaineer Heritage Season....................................................... 34

Bear Hunting Regulations........................................................ 35-40
Archery and Crossbow Seasons........................................................................................38
Firearms Season.................................................................................................................39

Turkey Hunting Regulations.................................................... 41-43

Boar Hunting Regulations............................................................. 44

License Fees and Information.................................................. 45-46

Summary of Changes 2020-2021
CORRECTION: Only holders of a Class Y/YY permit may use a crossbow  
to hunt a deer of either sex in Logan, McDowell, Mingo and Wyoming counties.  
See top right paragraph on page 26.

1.	 A special Youth/Class Q/Class XS bear season will be open October 17 and 18 on public 
and private lands in counties open to a firearms deer hunting season. The use of dogs is 
prohibited during this season (see page 7 for exception). See page 36.

2.	 Season dates and open counties for antlerless deer, fall wild turkey, and black bear 
hunting seasons have changed, including Sunday closing days for Buck Firearms, 
Antlerless and Fall Wild Turkey seasons. See appropriate sections for details. 

3.	 The youth squirrel season has been extended to include Sunday, Sept. 6, 2020.  
See page 32.

4.	 In addition to shotguns and crossbows, the use of bows with arrows equipped with a 
point having at least two sharp-cutting edges measuring in excess of 3/4 inch wide are 
now legal during the Youth Spring Gobbler Season. See page 43.

5.	 The Spring Gobbler Season will be extended an additional 8 days and will close on 
Sunday, May 23, 2021. See page 43.

6.	 The limitation on the number of apprentice hunting and trapping licenses a person may 
purchase has been removed.

7.	 It is illegal to bait or feed any wildlife on public lands at any time.
8.	 Leashed dogs may now be used to track and locate mortally wounded deer or bear. See 

page 7.
9.	 A West Virginia resident child under 12 years of age and that has been legally adopted 

is eligible for a infant lifetime license provided that the license is purchased within two 
years of the adoption order or decree.

10.	 Bolts and arrows at least 16 inches long, including the insert and the nock, are legal for 
use with a crossbow.
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