
Paragliding at Canaan Valley Resort 
 

Paragliding launch site at Canaan Valley Resort is operated by Mountaineer Hang 
Glider Association. 
 
The first certified launch site in West Virginia for licensed paraglider pilots opened on 
Saturday, October 8, 2016 at Canaan Valley Resort. 
 
It is one of only two launch sites in the Eastern U.S. that is accessible by a ski resort 
chairlift. 
 
The southwest-facing launch site is accessed via the Canaan Valley Resort’s scenic 
chairlift during two operating seasons – from Memorial Day through the end of October, 
and mid-December through mid-March.  
 
Access is by chairlift to the top of the mountain. Pilots can carry their paragliding 
equipment with them on the lift. The launch site is a short walk from the lift. There is a 
lift fee per pilot. 
 
Ben Herrick of the Mountaineer Hang Gliding Association has a contractual agreement 
with US Hotels, the management company for Canaan Valley Resort’s operation, to 
provide this adventure recreation opportunity. 
 
Pilots using the launch site work directly with the Mountaineer Hang Gliding Association 
for launch times.  Pilots make launch reservations with Ben Herrick of Mountaineer 
Hang Glider Association, ben.herrick37@gmail.com or by phone, 304-866-3312. 
 
To use the launch site, pilots must current USHPA members.  Site use waivers are 
online at complete an application to use the site. The application confirms that the 
individual is proficient in the skill of paragliding or para sailing according to USHPA 
standards. Pilots must also complete a site orientation and sign a liability waiver. 
Launch from the site is by advanced reservation. Learn more at U.S. Hang Gliding and 
Paragliding Association or contact Herrick. 
 
Although pilots can fly year-round in the region, the most favorable flying time in the 
Potomac highlands of West Virginia occur in the afternoons during the summer and fall. 
He expects pilots making use of the site will largely be paragliders who can easily take 
their equipment on the chairlift. Hang gliders, different from paragliders, cannot be 
accommodated on the aerial lift.   
 
Paragliding is a growing sport in North America. The number of enthusiasts is miniscule 
compared to the numbers in Europe, where the European Alps offer numerous ski lifts 
that operate all summer long.  Canaan Valley anticipates international interest in visiting 
West Virginia for this high adventure sport –both in adrenalin and in location. 
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Launch site preparation included habitat protection the Cheat Mountain salamander, 
that's listed as a threatened species, and known to live atop Weiss Knob. Construction 
of raised boardwalk allows access the launch site. The species can travel under the 
structure to avoid having their natural habitat disturbed by visitors. 
 
Canaan Valley Resort is located in north central West Virginia approximately three 
hours from Pittsburgh, 2½ hours from Washington, D.C. and 2¾ hours from Charleston, 
W.Va. 
 
The state park resort website is www.canaanresort.com.  The phone is 304-866-4121 
for interest in lodge/cabin accommodation, events, rate packages, and additional area 
information.   
 
For paragliding reservations, contact Ben Herrick, 304-866-3312. 
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